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It’s about the people.

It’s about fourteen newly elected, or re-elected, Tompkins County
Legislators—one fewer than before.

We are a diverse group. Five of us are women and nine of us are men. We
range in age from our thirties to our eighties. We are Asian, African-American,
Latino and Caucasian. We are gay and straight. We are robust, and we have
physical disabilities. We have other jobs, and we are retired. We are Democrats,
and we are Republicans. We are conservative, we are liberal, and we are
everywhere in between. We live in houses, and we live in apartments. We drive
cars, and we take the bus. We are graduates of many high schools, colleges and
universities, but we are no better, and we are no worse, than the people who we
represent.

The voters have elected us to serve for four years and to do the people’s
business. That will take teamwork, and we will come together as a team and
work in the best interest of the people. While some of those people live in big
houses, most live modestly and too many live in substandard housing and even in
the jungle. They live on rural roads and city streets—in dormitories, mobile home
parks, senior housing, nursing homes and in the Jail. They are well and fend for
themselves, and they are mentally or physically ill, and need assistance. They are
young and facing the prospects of their whole lives, and they are elderly doing
their best in their declining years. They have full bellies and nice clothes, and they
have little to wear and are hungry. They work in academia, on farms, in factories,
in professions, stores and services; and they are unemployed.

Our County is blessed with all kinds of people—people of every color,
people of every ethnic background, people from every country, and who speak a



variety of languages besides English. Tompkins County, with its flourishing
eruption of diversity, embraces all of the people while they themselves come
together to strengthen this model community within this treasured corner or
America.

Against all of this, you my colleagues, have done me the honor of electing
me to serve as Chair of this Legislature; and in that role, | will do my very best for
each of you, as we all do our very best for all of the people. We will not always
agree, nor should we—but we will try. We will not always be able to do
everything right—but we will try. In debate we will not always be happy with one
another, but we will give each other the benefit of every doubt, fully recognizing
that each Legislator is doing his or her best for the benefit of the people she or he
represents. But in debate we must be courteous to the other members of the
team, recognizing time constraints and sharing time fairly with the others.

| need your help to form and steer our team. | am not an executive or a
mayor--l am your equal. | will work hard for each of you, and do my best to
always treat of you fairly. As chair, | will assist our committees to steer policies
that will enable our amazing staff and employees to deliver the vital services that
people need, and at a cost that our taxpayers are able to afford.

At our next meeting, after consultation with each of you and the Vice Chair, |
will be announcing committees for 2014, their chairs, vice chairs and members. In
addition, | will comment about the needs and direction of county government in
these continuing difficult times. Together we will go forward, always keeping in
mind that what we do is for the people of Tompkins County.

Thank you.



