Minutes of the EMC Regular Meeting

 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:
January 10, 2013 Regular Meeting 

Time:
4:00pm
Location:
Old Jail Conference Room, 125 E. Court St., Ithaca, NY
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Kenny Christianson
	A
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Kate Engler
	E
	At-Large

	Darrick Evensen
	P
	Town of Lansing

	Martha Ferger
	P
	Village of Dryden

	Pegi Ficken
	P
	Town of Groton

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Gary Stewart
	E
	At-Large

	Lucia Tyler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Ed Wilson
	P
	At-Large

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Kathy Wilsea
	P
	EMC Secretary

	
	
	

	
	
	


Guests in attendance: Bill Goodman and Tee-Ann Hunter (Town of Ithaca Board Members) 

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 4:03 PM. There were no changes to the agenda.  

Approval of Minutes – Dooley Kiefer suggested changes to the November minutes.  Martha Ferger thanked Kathy Wilsea for the quality of the minutes of the December special meeting.  Amended November minutes and unchanged December minutes were accepted by consensus.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Election of Officers for 2013 – Darrick Evensen reported for the Nominating Committee.  They contacted 2012 officers and found Steve Nicholson, Brian Eden and Spring Buck willing to continue in 2013.  Carolyn Peterson was agreeable to filling the other position on the Executive Committee.  Slate passed by unanimous show of hands.

Committee Reports – Energy:  Brian Eden reported he and Peter Harriott spoke at PDEQ a few months ago urging Tompkins County to consider direct investments in additional energy efficiency equipment for County facilities rather than purchase national windpower Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) when it executed its agreement for its 2013 electricity purchase.  The purchase of RECs to cover 100% of its electricity use enabled the County to be recognized as an EPA Green Power Partner.  The County has entered into a one-year agreement with National Wind Power Rx.  Dooley Kiefer and Brian then met with the County Administrator, who wants to meet with the Energy Committee in the spring and the full EMC later in the year.  The tax credit for renewable energy was extended one year in the federal fiscal cliff bill.  Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton is organizing a number of groups to hold a Climate Smart and Climate Ready conference in the spring.  
Environmental Review:  Jim McGarry reported they submitted a letter on the Lake Source Cooling permit request, which they generally supported.  Prior comments were made on the proposed waste transfer station in Newfield, and the Town council has drafted a one-year moratorium on permit issuance, and during this time they will consider water resource impacts.  Brian noted the Governor held a “Yogurt Summit” where the farm community voiced concern about environmental regulations.  There is a 1/21 deadline for submitting comments on draft changes to regulations for medium-size CAFOs.  Brian has drawn comments from others, and feels EMC would not effectively comment on this matter.  Dooley feels this is important.  The committee will consider commenting.  
Gas Drilling Working Group:  Martha Ferger reported the draft regulations were released prior to the revised draft SGEIS, with only 30 days to comment.  Martha and Brian drafted comments, which are ready to submit on behalf of the committee.  Steve Nicholson read a letter from the DEC Commissioner in response to our previous comments, and the letter was passed around.

State of the Environment:  Carolyn reported the committee set a deadline for producing draft articles, and will meet next week.  Carolyn attended TCCOG to present a letter seeking input from municipalities, setting a deadline of 1/31 to hear from them.  The committee will review the Cleaner Greener regional plan to check for matching topics.  A draft document may come to the full EMC next month.
Executive:  Steve Nicholson reported they met recently to plan agendas, committees and goals.  Brian noted a press release went out on the Transportation Initiative of the Year and former EMC member Eric Banford had a front-page article on TIY in Tompkins Weekly.

Unique Natural Areas:  Scott Doyle reported work will continue in 2013 on boundaries, and contracts were drawn up for field work.

Municipal Reports – Village of Cayuga Heights:  Brian reported he toured the wastewater treatment plant and spoke with officials about getting an energy audit.  The Mayor is going forward with that energy audit as well as audits for Village Hall and the Fire Hall.  Brian has been appointed to the Town of Ithaca Energy Action Plan Advisory Committee.

Town of Lansing:  Darrick reported he attended a recent town board meeting, where he was recommended for reappointment to EMC.  He will attend the board meeting next week, too, and try to learn more about the recent grant received for sewer lines.
Village of Dryden:  Martha attended a trustees’ meeting.  She suggested examining use of solar power for Village Hall and the Fire Hall.  A board member has made contact with a vendor and is finding out about Village Hall.  The fire company owns the fire hall, and the Fire Chief told her they are getting a new roof and installing solar panels.

Town of Groton:  Pegi Ficken reported the big news from the December Town Board meeting is that they need to establish an ethics committee before any votes take place on hydrofracturing issues.  Several Town Board members have property that is suitable for gas drilling.

Town of Caroline:  Steve Nicholson reported the Town is holding three public meetings on road use, and some of the issues being discussed relate to road use by hydrofracturing equipment.  Energy Independent Caroline is working on “Solarize Caroline” to help residents obtain equipment.  Working with the Town of Dryden, they submitted a grant application to the Park Foundation to subsidize another 20-30 residences in each of the two municipalities.  
Town of Ulysses:  Lucia Tyler reported they had an energy audit and installed solar panels on the Town Barn and Town Hall last month.  They continue working on a Lakeshore Zone and a Conservation Zone, based on their recent Comprehensive Plan.  Some citizens are objecting, and they are working to involve them in the process.  A YouTube video was done by a citizen on why we need lakeshore zoning.  Lucia said more protection is needed along the cliffs, and they are seeking more public comment.  They also passed a resolution requesting extension of the comment period on DEC proposed gas drilling regulations.
Village of Lansing:  John Dennis said they had a successful deer hunting program, with 45 deer taken (65 last year).  The DEC extended season will start Saturday.  Deer are seriously degrading the forest quality.  Over the last three or four years, airport de-icing fluids have been getting into streams.  Additives are not revealed by manufacturers for 2% of the fluid.  The Village asked the Airport Manager to check the integrity of the storage tank, which has not been done, but a flow valve was changed.  An affordable housing project, Lansing Reserve, was opposed by the public and had no access from roads.  John hasn’t heard anything about the project recently.  The Village has not passed a hydrofracturing ban.  The Mayor feels municipalities can’t rule on that and he is resistant to village-level action.

Town of Ithaca:  Spring Buck pointed out there was a recent news item announcing a public meeting next week on the improved infrastructure planned for Pine Tree Road.

Staff Report – Scott Doyle reported the Cleaner Greener final draft regional plan was submitted by staff to NYSERDA.  Since this is the first plan developed in the state, we don’t know what to expect from NYSERDA in response.  Tomorrow Scott will distribute an announcement to municipalities for a new grant round of the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program.  All municipalities are participating in an update of the Hazard Mitigation Plan, and a working draft is expected at the end of the month.  

Member Items – Peter Harriott pointed out an article in today’s Ithaca Journal which compared costs for different types of energy, and questioned the source of the data used in comparison.  The article says electricity averages 19 cents per kilowatt hour, and his rate at home is much lower.  Pegi Ficken said she does farm energy audits, and some farmers are paying 20 cents per kilowatt hour.  Brian announced Sustainable Tompkins is coordinating the Earth Day celebration on 4/21.  Last year the electric car arranged by EMC drew much interest.  He welcomes ideas for something simple and hands-on this year.  The next Earth Day planning meeting is 1/17.  Tompkins County received a $200,000 grant for expansion of the composting program at Solid Waste.  This will expand the capacity at Cayuga Compost and have a pilot curbside pickup project.  Mary Nichols, daughter of a previous Mayor of Ithaca, is being considered for head of EPA.  Carolyn Peterson said she is a member of the EPA local government group.  The December meeting was cancelled and it became apparent that was due to the abrupt resignation of the Director.  She has received no information from EPA since then.  
Formation of Core Committees – Steve Nicholson said he was encouraged by the success of EMC’s public presentations in 2012.  Scott Doyle agreed he is proud of EMC’s 2012 work.  He made suggestions for core committees and subcommittees.  State of the Environment Committee will wrap up with the 2012 membership.  UNA becomes a subcommittee of Executive.  
There was sufficient interest to establish a committee on a plastic bag ban.  Our guests today are members of the Town Board of the Town of Ithaca, which is examining how to institute a ban.  Tee-Ann Hunter said they are also working with a City of Ithaca intern at the Mayor’s office.  She has also talked with Lynn Leopold, a Trustee in the Village of Lansing.  Sustainable Tompkins member Tom Shelley previously gathered some information.  She noted manufacture of plastic bags uses ethane, which comes from hydrofracturing.  She will be talking with Barbara Eckstrom of T C Solid Waste and others to check for support.  They will be talking with economic development officials and coordinate discussion with retailers.  There is no existing mechanism to tax paper bags and get the money to municipalities.  Many citizens reuse bags, but students might object.  We also need education programs.  Bill Goodman said the first time Tee-Ann mentioned an interest in banning plastic bags, other board members laughed at her.  Now they realize it could have a big effect if coordinated.  

Core Committee Break-Out Session – Members split up to plan first meetings for committees.   

Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:36 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on February 14, 2013
