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Minutes of the EMC Regular Meeting

 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

February 14, 2013 Regular Meeting 

Time:

4:00pm
Location:
395 Pine Tree Road, Ithaca, NY
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Kate Engler
	P
	At-Large

	Darrick Evensen
	P
	Town of Lansing

	Martha Ferger
	P
	Village of Dryden

	Pegi Ficken
	E
	Town of Groton

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Gary Stewart
	P
	At-Large

	Lucia Tyler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	E
	Associate Member

	Scott Doyle
	E
	EMC Coordinator

	Kathy Wilsea
	P
	EMC Secretary

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Guests in attendance: Andy Zepp, Ethan Rubenstein
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 4:05 PM.  Order of agenda items was changed.
Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under Privilege of the Floor.  

Approval of Minutes – The January draft minutes were accepted with changes submitted by Brian Eden and Steve Nicholson.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

The Future of Emerald Necklace Land Protection – Andy Zepp, Executive Director of Finger Lakes Land Trust, provided a handout (attached to these minutes) on priority conservation projects within Tompkins County and the Cayuga Lake Watershed.  FLLT was created in 1989 and protects property through ownership or easement.  Some of the properties are open to the public.  They typically partner with the public sector for leverage, and a few municipalities have been partners.  The Emerald Necklace was nominated to NYS and approved for protection about six years ago.  Some of the sections came from Depression-era forestry buy-outs, and wildlife is repopulating.  Andy noted development along roads poses risk of separating habitat.  
A capital campaign is underway at the Land Trust.  Even for donated lands, there are costs for survey, conveyance, and enforcement.  Sometimes the conversations with landowners take ten to twenty years before protection plans can be implemented.  FLLT incorporates sustainable forestry plans into protection, and welcomes EMC help with outreach to the public.  

NYSEG considers the property on the east shore of Cayuga Lake to be surplus land, and it is already in the NYS Open Space Plan.  If the land becomes a State Forest, payments in lieu of taxes (PILOT) are made to the municipality.  Andy took three Town of Lansing board members to the site.  This property includes the 20-acre Salt Point area, which has fishing access, and the Town previously agreed to a management lease for this land.  The NYSEG land has two issues for the Town – tax income and Town liability.  Ken Lynch, Regional Director for DEC, is scheduled to visit the Town soon and answer their questions.  Andy expects this would become a State Forest, with limited access, and be used for trails, fishing, kayaking, etc.  There will be a meeting 2/27 at the Lansing Community Center concerning this land.

FLLT will propose County capital fund support for an Enfield site to be added to the Finger Lakes Trail.   The Tompkins County Planning Advisory Board will consider future funding mechanisms for conservation.  A real estate transfer tax would come under the Community Preservation Act and need enabling legislation from the State.  The east end of Long Island has a real estate transfer tax that only taxes property above median value, but this has been defeated when proposed statewide.  It could be a town or county tax, but is complex.  This would be similar to the Nantucket Land Bank.  Tompkins County participates in some local and state purchase of development rights programs that protect agriculture land.  Steve Nicholson said he has been concerned for years about protection of gaps and the role for parcels that may be conserved by easement in the future.  He feels we are making good progress with natural areas.  Andy said subdivision means parcel sizes keep getting smaller, then it is more expensive for FLLT to institute easements, as each parcel involves closing and administration costs.  
Andy asked members to keep him informed of any contacts or ideas they have.  The public can sign up on the FLLT website to receive email updates.  Maps are also available for lands that are open to the public.  

Committee Reports – Energy:  Brian Eden reported he met with Ed Marx and Katie Borgella at County Planning re committee goals and objectives, which he said was a good conversation.  He expects committee members to meet with the County Administrator in April.  He noted the committee has lost two members, since Ed Wilson is retiring from Cornell and has resigned from EMC, and Bill Halton also resigned from EMC.  Environmental Review:  Jim McGarry reported he is completing the 2012 article for the EMC Annual Report.  John Dennis will chair this committee for 2013.  Plastic Bag Ban:  Spring Buck will serve as chair.  Committee members met with Town of Lansing officials.  It was a large, energized group.  They learned about bans in the United States and around the world.  Gas Drilling Working Group:  They did not meet.  Lucia Tyler said the NYS Association of Towns had action planned to support municipal use of home rule in control of gas drilling, but it was withdrawn from the slate.  Executive:  Steve Nicholson reported they met for agenda building.  They are encouraged by the success of the public meetings held last year, and maybe plastic bag ban could be a topic for the public this year.  Brian said he is trying to interact with the City of Ithaca CAC.  He noted EMC had no liaison last year from the County Legislature, and maybe Dooley Kiefer will act in that capacity this year.  
Chair and Staff Reports –Staff:  Concerning the County capital program referred to in Andy Zepp’s handout, Kathy Wilsea explained the fund currently only increases when foreclosed land is sold in a way that provides protection, such as to State Parks.  Chair:  Steve reminded members that the EMC enabling legislation allows EMC to accept donations of land.

Member Items – Spring Buck announced she has been informed we cannot use the room at 395 Pine Tree Road for our March meeting.  Gary Stewart suggested Lake Source Cooling, which has a conference room.  John Dennis reported he and Dooley Kiefer met with Airport Manager Bob Nicholas concerning leakage of deicing fluid at the airport.  Groundwater tests show it is about 2% deicing compounds, which is too weak to be recycled.  Dow Chemicals, the manufacturer, will not release all chemical contents, claiming it is proprietary information.  John has been complaining for three years, which yielded a faucet replacement, but the storage tank still hasn’t been tested.  John and Dooley are still working on this.  One of the problems is the high odor from the chemicals in the creek.  Brian Eden reported Cayuga Heights met about energy and ecology issues related to their Comprehensive Plan.  Discussions have been occurring at the City and County about wood smoke complaints.  Carolyn Peterson said a survey was conducted a few years ago by a local newpaper, and 20% of respondents supported banning wood stoves, and 80% opposed it.  Steve Nicholson reported Solarize Caroline, Danby & Dryden has launched a website and has received responses from 25 interested parties.  An article was recently in Tompkins Weekly.
Review of Activities:  Evaluation 2012 and Expectations 2013 – Brian asked that each member provide one quick comment, either pro or con.
Steven Bissen:  The FLLT report today was something he has wanted to learn about.  He is interested in having a status report on hydraulic fracturing.  As a municipal representative, he is finding it difficult to get people to interact with him.

Kenny Christianson:  Would like to see EMC work more on our relationship with Tompkins County.

Gary Stewart:  Is interested in Cayuga Lake monitoring and Lake Source Cooling.

Peter Harriott:  Wants progress in future discussions with the County Administrator concerning energy sources for county government operations.

Carolyn Peterson:  Is concerned about membership, especially municipal vacancies.  She is also concerned about land use, which may not be an EMC action.

Martha Ferger:  Likes to learn from the visitor presentations.

Kate Engler:  Also likes the visitor presentations, especially the one on Hydrilla.

Spring Buck:  Also enjoyed the Hydrilla presentation.

John Dennis:  Wants to promote discussion on hydraulic fracturing.  The Lake Source Cooling public meeting was good.  Many scientists are doing baseline studies at Cornell, and we should engage with them.

Jim McGarry:  Felt last year had the most important programs, which drew members of the community who are willing to be educated.  Kate suggested we could provide more information on EMC at our public meetings, do a little marketing.

Kathy Wilsea:  Suggested having members visit municipalities with EMC vacancies, which might match well with months when we don’t have meeting space.

Steve Nicholson:  Would like to see some youth outreach, perhaps a month when each member brings a young visitor.

Presentation of Draft State of the Environment Report – Kate Engler demonstrated a draft interactive project for the web.  She will share the link so members can test it.  By selecting different sections of the artwork, the user can proceed to individual topics, where backgrounds, strengths, problems, EMC goals and additional resources are available as text.  Although they tried to get municipal input, they only heard from the Town of Caroline and the Town of Ithaca.  This would only require a hyperlink off the EMC webpage to the Google document.  The committee invites comments, then will provide a final draft and resolution for the full council.

Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:40 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on March 14, 2013
