Minutes of the EMC Regular Meeting

 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

May 9, 2013 Regular Meeting 

Time:

4:00pm
Location:
Old Jail Conference Room, 125 E. Court St., Ithaca, NY
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Kenny Christianson
	
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Kate Engler
	P
	At-Large

	Darrick Evensen
	E
	Town of Lansing

	Martha Ferger
	P
	Village of Dryden

	Pegi Ficken
	P
	Town of Groton

	Jim McGarry
	E
	At-Large

	
	
	


	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline

	Carolyn Peterson
	E
	At-Large

	Gary Stewart
	E
	At-Large

	Lucia Tyler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Roger Yonkin
	
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	
	
	

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Kathy Wilsea
	
	EMC Secretary


Guests in attendance: Karim Beers, Ken Schlather, Margaret Soulstein 

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 4:05 PM.  Margaret Soulstein, applicant for an At-Large seat, was introduced and she provided some information on her interests and background.  There were no changes to the agenda.  

Get Your GreenBack Tompkins – Brian Eden introduced Karim Beers, Coordinator of the program at Cooperative Extension.  The program is funded by the Park Foundation.  Priorities are advising the government and educating the public.  Their goal is to get every person and business to take a new step toward saving energy and money, as those are considered accessible items.  He provided a brochure on the program, which has components of food, education, energy and transportation.  This program also contributes to a stronger local economy.  An example of that is that 12 energy upgrades provide one job.  He asked members to work in pairs to identify the top two or three energy users in our carbon footprint from a list he provided.  Answers are transportation, heating and electricity use.

Get Your GreenBack has been supporting other groups who are trying to get the work done.  They support community educators/organizers, organizations that fit under the four components, and are developing tools for use by educators and organizers.  We hope to connect people to organizations that lead to an enduring relationship after the GYGB campaign ends.
How can the campaign support EMC?  EMC has goals of supporting the Legislature and educating the public.  GYGB can serve as a lever to interact between the public and EMC.  Along with dealing with hydrofracturing, how do we balance the need of natural gas users?  He asked to hear the priorities of EMC.  Brian Eden said EMC has been working toward a ban on plastic bags, but there is concern about the environmental justice of this concept.  We don’t want to place a burden on people who can’t pay, but haven’t addressed this issue yet.  Steve Nicholson said EMC has a tough time interacting with the business community.  Martha Ferger asked what groups Karim has visited who view these ideas as new.  Mostly GYGB is working with organizations that are on the frontlines, like EMC. Media outreach allows GYGB to talk about concepts in terms that the public can relate to.  Ken Schlather pointed out that many of the low-income households in Tompkins County have a small carbon footprint.  People report hearing about these topics mainly from friends and family.  Members suggested working with sports teams at schools, including encouraging announcements to remind event attendees to use the recycle bins at the event.  A member suggested having a website where household members could self-report on their efforts, and maybe arranging tax rebates on the household level.  Karim suggested that might work on a municipal level, and encouraging incentives could be a way for EMC to work with municipalities.  GYGB is exploring competitions.  T C Solid Waste is starting a pilot curbside composting program.  Although we think we’re doing a lot, we’re quite a way from doing EVERYTHING.  An EMC member asked if outdoor programs can foster an interest in sustainability, and does CCE have any?  Karim said their Primitive Pursuits fits that concept, and works with children and youth.  Brian pointed out we do not have full representation from all municipalities.   
Approval of Minutes – The March and April draft minutes were accepted without change.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.
Committee Reports – Energy:  Brian Eden reported.  Tompkins County opted out of the real property exemption when faced with the development of the Black Oak Wind Farm.  No renewable energy source in the county can get an exemption right now.  Energy Committee may provide comments encouraging changes in the state authorizing law.  The Committee is also focusing on the conversion of the former AES Cayuga plant from coal to natural gas.  Comment letters can be reviewed on the PSC website.  The Committee may write comments on this.  Cayuga Heights hired Johnson Controls to do an energy audit on the wastewater treatment plant, and they already reduced energy use 70% based on 2009 usage, so a feasibility study is not a clear choice right now.  Steve Nicholson reported the issue of opting out of the real property exemption was a discussion topic at the last PEEQ meeting during a presentation by SolarizeTompkins.
Environmental Review:  John Dennis reported the committee commented on 130 E. Clinton Street, which has dropped from the City’s schedule.  They also commented on Harold’s Square, which is on hold while the City reviews downtown zoning regulations.  Brian reported they also sent a letter to the City suggesting a moratorium on building on steep slopes, commented on the draft Multi-Jurisdictional All Hazards Mitigation Plan, intend to comment on the permit application to DEC on the transfer station in Newfield, and received a response from DEC on ERC comments on the C L Modeling Project.  Dooley Kiefer reported Bob Nicholas, Airport Manager, told her he will be having lab tests done on the deicing fluid leakage so Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Plant can examine the results and consider taking the fluid for disposal.

UNA:  Steve Nicholson reported they have not met while they wait for Robert Wesley to do field work near Sapsucker Woods related to their proposed expansion to the west.

Gas Drilling:  Martha Ferger said they have not met while they wait for new actions by NYS.  The court decision on Dryden was welcome, and supported their passage of a hydrofracturing ban.  Dryden is also considering road protection measures.

Chair Report – Steve visited PEEQ to present the Annual Report.  He had difficulty with the internet hookup, so did not get into the State of the Environment, but will revisit that.  Solarize Tompkins made a presentation at PEEQ, too.  Signup is good, and they expect to install 50 to 100 systems.  SolarLiberty has been selected as the contractor.

State of the Environment – Kate Engler was present as Committee Chair.  The action today is to vote on authorization to take the web link live.  Flyers are ready for distribution, with QR codes, and cross-promotional Facebook posting will be used.  Passed by unanimous vote (chair did not vote).

Resolution:  Recommending that the Tompkins County Legislature Enact a Local Law to Protect and Enhance its Physical and Visual Environment by Limiting the Pollution Caused by Single-Use Carry-Out Plastic Bags – Brian introduced the resolution.  They wanted to focus on check out bags solely, make a variety of points in the whereas clauses, but also wanted to keep it to two pages.  Pegi Ficken questioned why compostable bags weren’t an option and the reuse of bags for other matters (i.e., dog related).  Peter Harriott asked about the reuse of bags that are group recycled, sometimes reused in plastic board.  Plastic bag recycling efforts like at Wegmans are filled every hour, and Brian thought this represents about 1% of the plastic in the market.  Pegi asked about the downside of reusable bags (shoplifting, sanitation), and Spring Buck responded that these proposed solutions are not perfect, but better than what we have.  Steve shared a couple videos from other campaigns.  Following discussion, the draft resolution was amended.  Moved by John Dennis to pass conceptually to bring to PEEQ, seconded by Spring Buck, and passed by unanimous vote (chair did not vote).  

Member Items – Pegi Ficken would like to do a presentation on drinking water treatments at a future meeting.
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Scott Doyle, Coordinator

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on June 13, 2013
