






[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting

Date:		January 8, 2015 
Time:		4:00pm
Location:	Old Jail Conference Room 125 E. Court St.

Attendees:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Diana Bryant
	P
	Town of Newfield

	Ben Carver
	P
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	E
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Pegi Ficken
	E
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Daniel Kopcow
	A
	At-Large

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	A
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline



	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	P
	Ithaca CAC

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Margaret Soulstein
	A
	At-Large

	Gary Stewart
	A
	At-Large

	Ron Szymanski
	P
	Village of Freeville

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	E
	Legislature Liaison

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant





Guests in attendance: Dan Peacock, guest; David Fogel, Mayor of Freeville

Call to Order– The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 4:04 pm.

New Member Oath - Maureen Reynolds from the County Clerk’s office was in attendance to administer the new member oath to renewing members and new member Diana Bryant representing the Town of Newfield.  

Introduction – Introductions were made on behalf of Ron Szymanski, the newly appointed representative for the Village of Freeville and Diana Bryant, representing the Town of Newfield. Diana Bryant introduced herself as an administrative assistant at Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Department of Natural Resources. Ron Szymanski introduced himself as having a background as NOFA certified farmer and now an energy background and developer of solar and wind projects and utility scale geo-thermal in adjacent counties. The remainder of the EMC then introduced themselves to the new members.

Approval of Minutes – December 11, 2014 draft minutes were approved with minor clarifications. Final minutes have been posted on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.  

Energy Report – Brian Eden reported that the Energy Committee’s last meeting centered on the creation of a solutions group  that will focus on meeting energy needs without expanding the use of fossil fuel infrastructure. The ideas were presented to the Legislature’s Economic Development Committee and the Tompkins County Climate Protection Initiative. He went on to report on his meeting on Monday with JoAnn Cornish, Director of City of Ithaca’s Planning and Development and Phyllis DeSarno, Deputy Director. The City of Ithaca will sponsor a meeting on January 22nd on energy infrastructure with invitations the Common Council and staff and committee members to attend the presentation at City Hall. Another meeting is planned for later this month with Cornell and staff.  Brian went on to report that he testified at a public meeting in which the IDA voted not to provide tax abatements for Jason Fane’s 130 Clinton Street project. A sustainable economic development coalition was also being formed to discuss sustainability, economic development and the tax abatement policies. A future meeting to discuss these issues will take place with Mike Lane and Vice-Chair Jim Dennis.  The Energy Roadmap Steering Committee just received a wind energy resource analysis that will be included in a research report on recommended renewable energy sources by a consultant hired by Tompkins County. The report will be available for comment in the spring  The Solar Tompkins Board is submitting a grant proposal on Friday called Reheat Tompkins. The proposal will support combined building efficiency standards along with the use of air and ground source heat pumps to further reduce energy footprints; a goal is set to install 100 to 250 in the next 2 years.  Brian went on to report that Cuomo announced new programs to spur energy innovation, investment, and customer choice and value while protecting the environment. Funding would empower communities with the following programs: Community Solar, K-Solar for schools, NY-Prize for micro grids, and the NY-Sun Initiative. Community aggregation would provide the ability for a whole community to purchase power from 1 generator by signing a power purchase agreement while also providing community members the ability to opt out of the agreement.  The New York State Public Service Commission has expanded the caps for investor owned utilities allowing a greater percentage of electrical generating power to be derived from net metered projects. The previous 3% has been increased to 6% total generation.  Electric equipment recycling is now available to the public as of January 1, 2015. This includes anything that has a power cord; items can be recycled at stores that sell similar equipment as well as Tompkins County Solid Waste recycling unit.

Environmental Review – Jim McGarry reported on the development planned on steep slopes east of Cayuga Lake in Lansing. He noted the possible concerns with water management issues involving swale and sediment ponds and suggested the creation of deed restrictions that will reduce adverse impacts to the vegetated slopes. 

Carolyn Peterson discussed the laws created in 1994 banning water fowl hunting within the City of Ithaca  that are currently not being enforced. A letter to the City Attorney was drafted 4 to 5 months ago asking of the opinion of the law. Carolyn went on to report that Assistant City Attorney recently responded, agreeing that they will enforce the water fowl hunting ban. Carolyn did however note that hunting activities that have continued on Cayuga Lake around the holidays and suggested the need   for outreach and awareness issues moving forward. A letter to the Ithaca Police Department addressing these concerns has gone unanswered.   

Brian Eden reported that the Environmental Review Committee reviewed the entire Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan and provided additional comments. He also noted that comments on the Cayuga Power Plant are due by February 6th.

Executive Committee – Steve Nicholson reported that the Executive Committee did not meet. He reminded members that the March 12th Environmental Management Council meeting will be on the progression of the bee colony collapse and will take place at the Tompkins County Public Library. Committee members were reminded that annual reports will expected in the next 2 months.

Municipal Reports - Ben Carver announced the TAP grant the Village of Trumansburg will be awarded for the expansion of sidewalk that will make the village, along with a section of the Town of Ulysses, safer for more walking.

Carolyn Peterson reported on her teleconference with the Protect America’s Waters group. She noted that the Environmental Protection Agency is focused on developing visible projects in each region for 2015 that focus on environmental issues in smaller communities. Carolyn encouraged members of municipalities to reach out to her with any concerns so that she can pass the information along to the Environmental Protection Agency.  John Hertzler noted his concerns with methane in drinking water in the Town of Ulysses. Other members discussed their concerns with methane in the drinking water in the Town of Lansing within close proximity to the Cayuga Power Plant. 
 
Staff Report – Scott Doyle reported that the Old Jail Conference room has been reserved for the Environmental Management Council for all EMC meeting dates throughout 2015. He also noted that due to the large number of environmental review documents received through Tompkins County Planning, there will be a focus in 2015 on standardizing the process by increasing the electronic availability making it more accessible for review by the County and subsequently ERC. He also expressed an interest in discussing with the UNA committee a process for informing the public and interested parties on the changes to the UNA inventory. Scott went on to report on the positive recent training by Tompkins County Solid Waste, with emphasis on their food recycling program, to the Tompkins County Planning Department and noted the possibility for a future presentation to the EMC.

Election of Vice-Chairpersons – Tom Shelley reported that there are 4 candidates for 3 seats open for vice chair of the Executive Committee. The 4 standing members of the Executive Committee are Steve Nicholson (Chair) and (Vice-Chair’s) Carolyn Peterson, Spring Buck and Brian Eden. With Spring Buck’s resignation there will be 1 vacancy on the Executive Committee. The 4 interested members are Carolyn Peterson, John Dennis, Tom Shelley, and Brian Eden. The vote was postponed for the EMC meeting in February for further consideration as to whether there can be more than 3 Vice-Chairs. 

Committee Discussion and Development – A sign-up sheet was circulated to all EMC members for the purpose of forming committees. Steve Nicholson discussed the previous year’s Chair of each committee and the new EMC Conference Committee that was formed to include himself, Carolyn Peterson, and Tom Shelley. He noted that a committee can be formed with just shared concerns of 2 members. 

Scott Doyle recommended members may want to attend a few committee meetings to get better understanding of the focuses of the committee and make certain the meeting times will work with their schedules prior to committing to a particular group. Meeting times will be established amongst members of the committees once they are formed. 

Steve noted that the primary focuses of the Unique Natural Area’s Committee in 2015 would be Sapsucker Woods and the anticipated response from Cornell University regarding their investigation into the proposed UNA delineation along with other potential UNA additions including land near Newfield State Forest and the Bell Station plan. 

The Energy Committees was described as being an incubator for ideas for coalitions and agreements with other community members and organizations. Generation of ideas such as climate change and adaptation to climate change will be focuses for future projects. The committee will remain open to the thrust for new interests as the meetings occur. 

The Environmental Review Committee focuses on environmental notice boards and projects proposed in the community. Availability of site drawings were noted as crucial in understanding what a project is proposing and is usually made available through the local offices or municipalities. 

Added discussions centered on the interest in having a future meeting focus on the use of pesticides and pesticide use policies in Tompkins County. Agricultural zoning and the lack of disclosure on pesticide uses were discussed as an issue of concern.

   
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:22 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
Approved by Council on February 12, 2015
