
Draft Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting

Date:		October 8, 2015 
Time:		4:00pm
Location:	Old Jail Conference Room, 125 E. Court St.

Attendees:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Ben Carver
	A
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Pegi Ficken
	P
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Jim McGarry
	E
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline



	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	P
	Ithaca CAC

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Ron Szymanski
	A
	Village of Freeville

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Jose Lozano
	A
	Associate Member

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant



Guests in attendance: Katie Borgella, Deputy Commissioner, Tompkins County Planning Department

Call to Order– The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 4:02 pm.

Introduction – Bill Evans introduced himself as a resident of the Town of Danby, an interested applicant to represent the Danby at EMC and further noted his interests in wind power and birds.

Approval of Minutes – July and September meeting minutes were approved. Final minutes will be posted on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc. 

Energy Roadmap Presentation – Katie Borgella introduced herself as the Deputy Commissioner of Tompkins County Planning Department, and former staff support for the EMC. Global climate change, job creation, pollutant reduction, health improvements, community resiliency, and building the local economy were noted reasons for creating the roadmap; it is also supported by the 2015 Comprehensive Plan and is an action in the 2020 Energy Strategy. The Energy Roadmap has 3 parts that includes assessing potential for renewable energy demands, reducing demand, and assessing the trade-offs required to achieve the county goal of an 80% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. . The Energy Roadmap will be used to help develop the next set of action steps in the 2016 update to the Tompkins County Energy Strategy. 

Katie went on to report that the Energy Roadmap Steering Committee was formed one and a half years ago when Max Zhang, Associate Professor of Cornell was hired as consultant for the plan. Through the work of the group; solar, wind, micro-hydro, and biomass were studied as the four major energy resources here in Tompkins County. 

Katie indicated that of the potential energy sources, 315% of electric demands could be met with the use of solar power, 95% with micro-hydro, and that 95% of heating demands could be covered by biomass and retrofitting, covering 63% of heating demands. The four scenarios presented were: business as usual scenario, a mix of energy resources scenario, an all-electric scenario, and a scenario utilizing half of the 2008-levels of natural gas consumed in the County.

To view the full presentation please visit: http://tompkinscountyny.gov/planning/energy-climate

[bookmark: _GoBack]Energy – Brian Eden reported on the New York State climate action planning process that started in 2007. He expressed his concerns with the lack of progress in implementing the final Climate Action Plan. Brian noted that he attended a statewide meeting in Albany with a diverse number of environmental, labor, and social justice organizations that focused on measures to move climate action planning forward in the State. Options discussed included creating more green New York jobs, a statutory mandate to achieve 80% greenhouse gas emission reductions by 2050, and creating a 100% renewable energy economy by a predetermined date. The geothermal energy systems tax credit bill remains unsigned by Governor Cuomo. A presentation on sustainable building practices will be given to the City, Planning and Economic Development Committee on October 14th. Brian noted that both Sullivan County and Westchester County’s efforts in petitioning the Public Service Commission for the right to form a countywide Community Choice Aggregation program. Brian went on to announce that the Public Service Commission has selected Tompkins County to be a distributed generation opportunity zone which would make it possible to create community solar farms here immediately. Additional announcements included an upcoming Bryce Smith presentation to the League of Women’s Voters Program on the electric grid. Heat Smart’s next public meeting in the City will take place at GIACC on October 21, and in the Town of Ithaca at the Northeast Elementary School on October 28th. CU Professor Howard Chong is conducting an energy efficiency research study and is looking for volunteers who would be willing to put data loggers in their homes to measure energy use over a 2 week period. A public hearing on Reforming the Energy Vision (REV) Track 2 will take place on November 17th in Binghamton. Sustainable Tompkins will dedicate a week at the end of October to focusing on the activities of the Seal the Crack campaign. Featured on October 30th will be the film “This Changes Everything” at Cinemapolis. 

Environmental Review – Brian reported on his interview on the Ithaca Falls clean-up with WHCU Radio, and noted his suggestion for implementation of an impermeable cap, and treat and dump systems, rather than the costly ongoing clean-up. Discussions centered on the 199 ft. cell tower proposed on Tupper Road in Newfield and steps to take to have the tower unguyed to make it less hazardous to birds. 

UNA Committee – Steve Nicholson reported on their meeting with Jeremy Thomas of Cornell University on November 17th, and noted that a brief summary was provided on the pending report on the proposed Sapsucker Woods UNA expansion; another meeting will follow on a later date. Scott Doyle reported on the status on the update to property owner’s affected by the UNA , noting postcards will be mailed to the 600 affected property owner’s directing them to secure website for viewing of the Unique Natural Area expansions. Steve Nicholson noted the budget hearing he and Brian Eden attended. Members discussed their budget requests and estimated costs moving forward.

Executive Committee – Members discussed a presentation of the Cayuga Lake modeling project in November.

Staff Report – Scott Doyle reported on the letters being sent by the Legislative office to members whose seats are due to expire this year, and referenced the 8 at-large vacancies. He further reported that the Town of Ulysses which has been expressing interest in solar installations, and noted that a public hearing will take place in the next 6-8 weeks. 

Statewide EMC/CAC Conference Planning – Steve Nicholson reported that the Conference of the Environment is next Friday. A sign-in sheet was circulated to members for volunteer work at the event that would be good for free meal in support of their help. 

Draft Resolution on Coal Ash Landfill Contamination – Brian Eden reported on Resolution 03-2015 that was presented at the previous meeting. He went on to note the various edits that were made, and noted that the intent of the resolution will be to enter into a discussion of resolve for the potential issues with the Cayuga Power Plant with the legislature. Brian moved Resolution 03-2015, seconded by Linda Spielman. The resolution was unanimously approved to include friendly amendments by a vote of all present voting members. 

Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:34 PM.  




Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
Approved by Council on 






