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DRAFT -- Minutes of the EMC Regular Meeting

 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

October 10, 2013 Regular Meeting 

Time:

4:00pm
Location:
395 Pine Tree Road, Ithaca, NY
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Kenny Christianson
	A
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Kate Engler
	A
	At-Large

	Darrick Evensen
	P
	Town of Lansing

	Martha Ferger
	P
	Village of Dryden

	Pegi Ficken
	E
	Town of Groton

	Jim McGarry
	E
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline

	
	
	


	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	P
	City of Ithaca CAC

	Margaret Soulstein
	P
	At-Large

	Gary Stewart
	P
	At-Large

	Lucia Tyler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	A
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	
	
	

	Scott Doyle
	E
	EMC Coordinator

	Mary Lou Szabol
	P
	EMC Admin Asst

	
	
	


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 4:04 PM.  
Changes to the Agenda - There was one addition to the Agenda.  Bert Bland, CU Senior Director of Energy & Sustainability will present on the proposed 2MW Solar PV array on Snyder Road, Town of Lansing.
Approval of Minutes – The September draft minutes were accepted with a change submitted by Lucia Tyler.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.
Committee Reports – Energy: Brian Eden updated on Solar Tompkins, which is now county wide.  There have been 3 meetings so far, they recently submitted a grant to the Park Foundation and they’re requesting volunteers to promote solar installations.  Brian is part of the Smart Energy Group which will present proposals to the Tompkins County Council of Governments on 10/24/13 at 3 PM.  The proposals are 1) Uniform solar permitting regulations for all municipalities in Tompkins County, which will make it easier on code enforcers and contractors; 2) Housing Energy Rating & Disclosure System, which will apply mostly to multi-family residences; 3) New Building Code in the process of starting, we’re encouraging municipalities to support code enforcer training because there’s very sparse information available, municipalities don’t have much money available, don’t send their enforcers for the training, so they don’t understand the code and can’t enforce it.  This Code will encourage energy efficiency and conservation.
Brian also updated on the Cayuga Operating Repowering Proposal.  There’s a support agreement for Cayuga to operate until reliability issues are resolved (probably up to 4 years), but it’s a 1 year agreement, for which the ratepayers are subsidizing at $30 Million/ year.  Active proceedings include regular meetings, motions, and responses from the utilities.  Project decision will likely come at the end of December 2013.  Brian reminded us that it’s important to read articles and remain aware of what’s happening.
Spring Buck reported that Lowe’s has a display for long term leases on solar roofs with no installation fees.

Tom Shelley asked about keeping up with available information, Brian suggested this website http://ratepayersgroup.com.

Environmental Review: John Dennis reported that he and Brian Eden attended the 10/7/13 meeting of the Town of Lansing Planning Board.  The board discussed the Distributed Sun and Cornell pending application to install a 2 MW photovoltaic array on Snyder Road near the Airport.  Environmental issues include 1) the type of vegetation on the site, which is being handled by Labella Associates of Ithaca. It was originally proposed that a hard fescue, a low lying native species, be used on the entire 11 acre site but at the presentation, they discussed 2) bush hogging to 3-5 inches intending that the native vegetation would stay and fill in by additional seeding.  What if the native other shrubs get too tall, would they need to mow frequently or apply herbicide?  EMC should recommend a low carbon, low cost but low chemical input.  3) Another suggestion is to put down landscaping cloth and 4 inches of gravel but on an 11 acre site, that’s a lot of photosynthates to lose.  The site will be surrounded by an 8 foot fence possibly topped by razor wire or barbed wire.  They discussed an evergreen hedge such as arbor vitae which would still need to be sheared.  John compared the efficiency and life expectancy difference between his own solar panels vs. the panels that will be used for the Cornell project; his would be higher efficiency and degrade at a slower rate.  John and Brian will attend the next Lansing Planning Board meeting on 10/28/13 and submit written comments/ recommendations.
Gas Drilling Working Group – Martha Ferger reported that no meetings have been held.  Darrick Evensen noted that the low cost of gas has led to less drilling in Marcellus Shale in Pennsylvania.  It costs less for the oil companies to continue drilling than to stop drilling.  Gas drilled from the wells runs out in approximately 2 years, which is faster than predicted.  Opening more wells increases revenue.
State of the Environment – Scott Doyle said by e-mail that he has uploaded EMC info on the new County website and the State of the Environment should be on there.  Kate Engler was the chair but resigned as of August 30, 2013.   A new chair will be needed starting January 2014 and website content needs revision.  
UNA – Steve Nicholson reported that 8 members hiked in Sapsucker Woods UNA.  Committee will meet on 10/21/13 to discuss what was seen and catalogued, and view Scott Doyle’s photos.  
Municipal Reports – Vladimir Micic reported that a new conservation zone was approved for the Town of Ithaca.  Located in the SW part of the Town, it is named Southwest Glens and Creeks area.  The number of new units is limited by the new conservation zone minimum lot size of 7 acres.  Brian commented that this area includes 3 UNA’s and is also a critical environmental area, not many more zones left in Tompkins County.  Property owners in this zone have requested that there be no advertisement of public use in order to preserve their privacy.
Tom Shelley reported for the City of Ithaca CAC.  They’re working on steep slope legislation, stream setbacks, especially in the SW area, and parking lot runoff.  A multi phasic legislation is planned to encompass all of these in one piece of legislation.  He’s also on the Comprehensive Planning Committee for City of Ithaca and hopes to have a draft for public viewing in late December.
Brian Eden reported that Kendal is expanding in the Village of Cayuga Heights.  The proposed plan is for 48 additional beds and 50 parking spaces.  There’s concern about storm water and pollution prevention.

Nominating Committee – Three people are needed to serve on the Nominating Committee.  They will propose candidates for 3 Executive Committee positions plus the Chair.  Gary Stewart, Margaret Soulstein, and Darrick Evensen agreed to serve, with Margaret serving as the Chair.
Extended Plastic Bag Reduction Committee - Spring Buck presented a video of Annie Leonard’s “The Story of Solutions”, which highlighted the biggest obstacles to change and how to overcome them.   
Discussion followed with different viewpoints concerning businesses and costs. 
Steve Nicholson presented on plastic bags in a Powerpoint file “Can We Live Without Them?”.   PEEQ has the Resolution, once they vote on it and pass it, then it goes to the full legislature for voting.  This would be followed by a public hearing and then filed with NYS.  After a six month period, it would take effect, earliest would be Fall 2014, and the ban would actually start 1/1/15.  The County Legislature has some leeway for exemptions, including one for small retailers.  Sanitation is an issue as is consumer rights and choices.  There’s an opportunity for a contest or get artists to produce a logo to put on reusable bags and distribute throughout the county, retailers could put their advertisements on the other side.  Rather than seeing this as a ban program, this would promote our community.  
Presentation on Cornell’s Solar Panel Project on Snyder Road – Bert Bland, Senior Director of Energy and Sustainability with CU Facilities reported on the 2MW Photovoltaic Array to be located on Snyder Road in the Town of Lansing.  This will be developed by Distributed Sun, consisting of 1,600 panels and providing 1% of Cornell’s electric use.  Steve Bissen inquired if there would be upgrades – none are planned at this time.  Cornell produces all of the electricity that it uses, with 80% efficiency from heat and power sources.  Bert doesn’t foresee a fire hazard problem due to dry vegetation, not much probability of sparks.  Fescue would grow since the panels are translucent to the wavelength that fescue can take and there’s adequate ambient light around the panels.  Dorset, in the UK, uses hedges to block the visual aspect.  There’s ample brush around the Snyder Road site, so there’s no need to add any more hedge.  There’s ample room for maintenance and fire access, vehicles can drive on the grass between the panels and the fence.  The fence is 8 ft. tall with barbed wire on top.  ERC will submit draft comments to the Lansing Town Planning Board.
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:47 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Lou Szabol, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on ________, 2013
