Minutes of the EMC Regular Meeting

 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

February 13, 2014 Regular Meeting 

Time:

4:00pm
Location:
Old Jail Conference Room, Ithaca, NY
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Martha Ferger
	P
	Village of Dryden

	Pegi Ficken
	E
	Town of Groton

	Jim McGarry
	E
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Tom Shelley
	P
	Ithaca CAC


	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Margaret Soulstein
	A
	At-Large

	Linda Speilman
	P
	Village of Dryden

	Roger Yonkin
	P
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	E
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	John Hertzler
	A
	Town of Ulysses

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant


Guests in attendance: Guillermo Metz , CCETC
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 4:05 PM.  

Introduction – Introductions were made on behalf of Dan Klein who is the newly elected Legislator. Dan indicated his hope that he would be appointed as Legislative representative to the EMC. Linda Speilman also introduced herself as a Village of Dryden resident who is planning on assuming Martha Ferger’s seat representing the Village of Dryden. It was noted that Martha may stay on as an At-Large member.
Approval of Minutes – January draft minutes were accepted with the exception of changes that were made to the energy report and municipal reports. Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

New Member Oath – Maureen Reynolds from the County Clerk’s office was in attendance to administer the new member oath to renewing members Kenny Christianson, Steve Bissen and Tom Shelley.
Energy Committee Report – Brian Eden reported that he continues to be involved with the Rate Payer Community Intervenors group. The Public Service Commission has renewed the Reliability Support Services Agreement for the next 3.5 years at a cost of $155 M to ratepayers. The transmission line upgrades should be completed by that time to address the reliability gap and end the need for the Cayuga power plant. The deadline for Cayuga and NYSEG to submit a negotiated repowering proposal was extended for the 4th time until February 28th. Brian also indicated that he attended a settlement proceeding in Albany regarding the transmission upgrade. The AARP has been most involved with rate protection relating to protecting senior citizens. He went on to report that the Steering Committee of Solar Tompkins has met every Monday at length. Last week they met with installers. On another note, Brian reported that the State Energy plan was released January 7th. There is a 60 day comment period on the plan that will end March 31st. An assembly hearing is being organized on Public Service Commission’s failure to address rate payer concerns. Brian also reported that the Smart Energy Policy Initiatives group has been working on energy code upgrades. From this work there will be a training catering to architects and contractors. Also discussed was the home energy rating system which would be available to new homebuyers to provide information in how energy efficient their new home is. Optony is providing every community the opportunity to sign the memorandum of understanding that will allow for the preparation of a solar road map for their municipality. Optony is a California based company that is funded to work in New York State.  The solar roadmap will provide information on how many homes are able to convert to solar.
Environmental Review – John Dennis opened his report by mentioning the successful event that took place at the Bell Station Parcel over the weekend. An Ithaca Journal article erroneously reported that the Finger Lakes Land Trust was already in negotiations with NYSEG real estate department. The possibility of DEC purchasing Bell Station Parcel exists if the seller and State can come to an agreement. . He reported the growing concern over large coal ash dump north of Milliken Station and the possibility of toxins in the water. John mentioned specific concern with the leachate pond that drains to the Lake. 4 million gallons of water a day are released into the lake and some of the water is used to wash coal ash and picks up some of the chemicals. Although more advanced coal-fired mills are converting to a dry process, our area is currently using the older wet process for treating coal ash. The Draft SPDES permit for the Cayuga Operating Cayuga Power stipulates specifics like requiring the plant install a wedge wire to keep small fish and other organisms out of the intake. There is concern as to whether they were being compliant due to the lack of maintenance in the past 5 years. The lack of oversight on enforcement was discussed as a problem that might expose the region to added environmental risk. Carolyn Peterson will follow up with Cayuga Power regarding potential impacts of the EPA’s potential regulation coal ash. Brian Eden mentioned use of geo-membranes in dredging; a bag that would dispose of the sediment allowing only water to escape. The Department of State initially opposed this type of solution. The alternatives are Dredging estimates which remain extremely costly; the last estimate for the work was estimated at $80-120 million. Discussions centered around the belief that there may be more cost effective ways to advance local flood protection. Brian Eden went on to mention how a discharge monitoring report is a potential to track how many facilities are discharging into the lake. Separate discussion occurred over the City of Ithaca restriction on water fowl hunting and how many felt this regulation is not being enforced. Some thought that if the City enforces the 2000ft zone it would make a refuge for the water fowl and that there is a possibility that hunting may be banned if there was evidence that it was interfering with visitors.
Plastic bag Use Reduction – The group has met and has nothing new to report. 

Executive Committee – The committee did not have anything to report except that next month the EMC will be meeting at the Waste Water Treatment Facility for a tour. There was added discussion for speakers to invite for the meetings this spring. Alex Mitchell from Weaver Wind has been in contact about presenting at a meeting.
Municipal Report – John Dennis reported that the Village of Lansing’s new office building does not have solar panels or permeable paving installed and felt it would be hard to promote this in the community without modeling these practices. He suggested an incentive for people who are having paving installed for permeable pavement or asphalt. For the Village of Cayuga Heights, Brian Eden reported on the sterilization of 12 does and that the deer population has an annual 15% attrition rate due to natural causes, collisions with motor vehicles, etc. The Village has further implemented a land owner nuisance permit process which includes many stipulations including no hunting within 500ft and will allow the use of crossbows. For the Town of Ithaca, Vladimir Micic announced the new Chair of the Conservation Board is Ellie Stewart. He also mentioned a second location for Dunkin Doughnuts will be making its way to E. Hill Plaza. Steve Nicholson reported the Town of Caroline has passed the resolution to adopt the multi-jurisdictional All Hazards Mitigation Plan. He asked that Scott Doyle make it available on the website broken down into sections. The Town of Caroline is additionally looking at the possibility of wireless broadband sub towers. Blue Wing Engineering, a Binghamton-based company is looking over the plans for the towers. They are also participating in the NYSERDA multi municipal Home Energy Disclosure Grant, which involves the towns of Caroline, Dryden, Danby and the Town of Ithaca. This program involves a grant from NYSERDA that would explore how to create an ordinance that would require this home energy disclosure when you sell your house.

Staff Report – Scott Doyle mentioned the County comprehensive plan and updates that are currently being worked on. He discussed his recent attendance at the January TCCPI meeting regarding the climate adaptation chapter. He went on to note the Hazard Mitigation Plan which profiles 22 different hazards with climate futures and was approved by FEMA. The Town of Ulysses and Town of Caroline have adopted this plan, which should open the door to other funding opportunities. He went on to note that the Bell Station meeting had 80 attendees in support of conserving the land. Scott mentioned the new EMC meeting location at the Old Jail. He also mentioned the annual reports are being organized and messages will follow next month. 
Confirmation of Committee Membership – 
· Roger Yonkin – Environmental Review

· Linda Spielman – Environmental Review

· John Dennis - UNAs
Residential Biomass Heating – Guillermo Metz, CCETC
Guillermo Metz opened his presentation naming four major programs within his residential biomass heating program. The first program is the wood stove to pellet stove change out funded through NYSERDA. This involves the change out or removal of old stoves and offers an incentive for switching to pellet stoves. This would help to eliminate stove operator error that results in inefficient burning and high levels of harmful emissions. They are currently targeting 40 change outs, although further reach is anticipated through the outreach. Outdoor wood boilers are a major issue and typically pollute much more than wood stoves; they will be targeted for replacement with pellet boilers. One of advantages of pellet boilers is that they are indoor fully automated units and can also be made into a furnace. But one of the main barriers to their wider use is that currently there are no bulk deliveries in the area for pellets. Another significant NYSERDA grant has been issued through the Cleaner Greener Communities program to rollout bulk delivery. This would subsidize the purchase of a load-out system so that a pellet mill could load pellets onto trucks that could deliver them to two companies that would be able to deliver the pellets in bulk (with trucks purchased through the program). There will also be three to five commercial demonstration sites that will purchase pellet boilers through the program.  Residential pellets are currently being delivered (or picked up by residents) in 40 pound bags which are difficult to dispose of as they are bulky and not easily recyclable. Bulk delivery of pellets would be the alternative to the delivery of bags, making it much more convenient for pellet stove owners and allow more homes and businesses to install pellet boilers. The pellets would be best stored in containers situated outside due to the low level of carbon monoxide emissions from the pellets. The third program is Warm up Tompkins, which combines energy efficiency upgrades with the installation of a pellet stove. Homeowners heating with oil or propane have a qualified contractor conduct an energy audit on their homes and make energy upgrades that result in reductions in their heating load (insulation, air-sealing, etc.). The idea is to reduce the heating load as much as possible in order to heat the home with what is otherwise usually a space heater. Through the homes enrolled in the program for the past three winters, they have found that through reasonable energy upgrades there are significant savings to the homeowner(s), who is using much less fuel than before. And with the additional benefit of being able to heat their homes most of the year with the pellet stove, they are also using a much cheaper fuel than propane or oil. The fourth program is Learn to Burn which focuses on rectifying the misconceptions of wood burners and offers solutions to improper wood stove use. This program is designed to educate homeowners on the proper use of wood stoves to reduce their emissions as much as possible. Workshops are offered twice a year that include education on proper moisture levels, best burn practices, how to buy and dry firewood, basic woodstove maintenance, and other important wood stove issues. There was some concern about the harmful emissions that may be released in the production of pellets. Guillermo reassured the group that the pellets are produced using about 95% waste wood; there are minimal fossil fuels used in the process. He added that with the production of cordwood, roughly 5% of the embodied energy goes into creating usable cord wood; with pellets, roughly 10% of the initial wood’s energy goes into making the pellets, making it a viable alternative heating source that can also be locally produced, is renewable, and extremely low-net-carbon, while not having the same concerns of operator error that can result in high emissions..
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on May 8, 2014
