Minutes of the EMC Regular Meeting

 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

March 13, 2014 Regular Meeting 

Time:

4:00pm
Location:
Ithaca Area Waste Water Treatment Facility Ithaca, NY
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	p
	At-Large

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Martha Ferger
	P
	Village of Dryden

	Pegi Ficken
	A
	Town of Groton

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Tom Shelley
	P
	Ithaca CAC


	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Margaret Soulstein
	A
	At-Large

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	A
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	John Hertzler
	E
	Town of Ulysses

	Scott Doyle
	E
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant


Guests in attendance: Jose Lozano, Wade Wykstra, Linda Spielman
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 4:05 PM.  
Approval of Minutes – A change to the February minutes was made on line 24, deleting Cayuga Power and replacing it with Company. Minutes will be approved at the next EMC meeting April 10, 2014 as the changes from presenter were received after the approval of minutes on March 13, 2014. The Final minutes then will be available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Introduction - Introductions were made on behalf of Wade Wykstra who serves on the Special Joint Committee/Owner Committee of the Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Facility. Jose Lozano introduced himself as the Director of Special Projects of the IAWWTF.
Presentation – Jose Lozano, Director, Environmental Lab

Jose Lozano opened his presentation with enthusiasm regarding the new projects that he believes will allow the wastewater plant to be energy sufficient and likely become an energy source. The two main focuses are the water that they treat and the bi-products left from the cleaning process which involves micro-organisms. Waste water is received from the City of Ithaca, Town of Ithaca and parts of Dryden. The water is pumped beginning the process, gravity allows all of the solids to settle and the water that is rich in nutrients is fed to microorganisms. Oxygen is bubbled to promote aerobic biomass growth. The next part of the system involves gravity, which separates the new microorganisms, or biomass, that has grown. The water then goes into the final tertiary treatment in the phosphorous removal plant which was funded by a NYS Clean Air Clean Water Act grant in 2006. This was a joint process which included the plant in Cayuga Heights. Ithaca Area Water Treatment Facility processes waste water from Cayuga Heights when they reach quantities over capacity in their facility. The same process that is used for drinking water is used in this treatment, which involves sand, polymer and ferric chloride to enhance particle aggregation. The aggregate is separated by gravity and by cyclones to recycle the sand. The treated water then flows into the lake. The Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Plant is the largest and most advanced in the Finger Lakes. Jose goes on to say that if Ithaca doubled in size the wastewater treatment plant could handle that level of capacity.  Since the tertiary treatment system has been in place a monitoring program has been implemented in Cayuga Lake that will help aid the study of the total maximum daily load of phosphorous in the lake. Jose goes on to support the idea that Cayuga Lake’s water quality has improved significantly because of these upgrades. Their next move is to tackle the chlorine that is left after the disinfection process that is destroyed by using sulfur dioxide. This process is not ecologically friendly as it leaves a chemical footprint. Jose would like incorporating ozone and UV in order to avoid chlorine and sulfur dioxide and hopes to receive funding in the future. Jose voiced his concern in the levels of Phosphorous that are believed to be in the lake and he estimates that they are closer to 20 micrograms per liter, the EPA guidance value. On a map of the south end of Cayuga Lake, he showed a number of sampling sites that have been in use since 2006. He suggests that the permitted point sources effluent locations do not correlate with the highest phosphorous areas at the south end of Cayuga Lake. The next part of his focus is on solids. When the biomass settles it is transferred to the thickeners to try and get more water out of the biomass and then is transferred to the anaerobic digesters. After 25 to 28 days, the contents of the anaerobic digesters is then de-watered and landfilled. The biogas produced in the anaerobic digesters is used to generate heat and power. As little as one year ago the biogas produced 1/3 of their energy needs. The average production of bio-gas has been 100,000 cubic feet per day. The new bio-gas storage dome and the change from internal combustion reciprocating engines to generate power to using micro-turbines are some of the recent improvements at the facility. Due to these improvements, the facility is able to produce between 70-75% of their energy needs. The facility has at least a 50% reserve capacity, that is, it can process twice as much as it currently has.  Because of the most recent upgrades, the production levels went up from 100,000 cubic feet per day to 140,000 cubic feet per day. In the near future Cornell University will begin trucking their food waste to the Wastewater Facility’s brand new truck bay at 2 tons per day; the estimated increase in biogas production will be an additional 8000 cubic feet per day. 

Tour of Ithaca Area Waste Wastewater Treatment Facility – Jose Lozano led the group on a tour of the facilities gates and tanks which included the new additions to the facility. 

Energy - Brian reported that there was a co-sponsored program on the State Energy Plan event on March 5th at TCPL. There will be notices circulated regarding the next event on April 23. The deadline for comments is April 30th.

Environmental Review – The group has met and has nothing to report
Plastic Bag Use Reduction – Committee briefly spoke with Carol Chock, Chair of the County Legislature’s Planning, Energy and Environmental Quality Committee, and mentioned looking for direction from the County and Barbara Eckstrom, Director of Tompkins County Solid Waste. Brian suggested having a small meeting to discuss ideas for the future.
Unique Natural Area’s – Steve mentioned that on Monday their group met and finalized the changes of the 43 areas that were looked at. They are hoping to bring these changes for final approval in the next few months. A discussion on why the Bell Station has not been designated a UNA was a topic of discussion. The overall opinion was that it may have been overlooked due to the location and that it will probably qualify in a new category in the future.
Executive Committee – Brian Eden reported that the next meeting, April 10th, will be held at the Tompkins County Public Library and will focus on the Save the Rain Program, presented by Madison Quinn. The following meeting in May will be focused on going over the comprehensive plan with Scott Doyle and Katie Borgella of the County Planning Department. He went on to note the possibility of going over the UNA borders at the meeting in May or June. 
Municipal Reports – Tom mentioned the City of Ithaca Comprehensive Plan is up for review. During April and May an internal review will go over all 8 chapters. During the summer months it will be sent out to 1 or more focus groups for different chapters of the Comprehensive Plan.

Discussion of EMC & Earth Day Event Participation – Brian Eden reported that this year’s Earth Day event will be a part of Streets Alive program on Cayuga Street. Brian suggested having a banner out to represent the Environmental Management Committee and encouraged members to attend the event. 
Update on Annual Reports – Brian Eden asked members to prepare their annual reports prior to the next meeting. 

Federal Report – Carolyn Peterson reported that the EPA will be meeting March 25-28. One of the new rules is an update on workers and pesticides which hasn’t been adjusted in in 20 years. She has asked the Farmworkers group at Cornell to look at these rules as they have been criticized by 
Earth Justice. Carolyn emphasized the importance of this issue in relation to the agriculture of the county and the number of migrant workers that come into contact with pesticides in their work. 
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on May 8, 2014
