 Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting
 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

June 12, 2014 
Time:

4:00pm
Location:
Old Jail Conference Room 125 E. Court St.
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	A
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Ben Carver
	P
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Martha Ferger
	E
	At-Large

	Pegi Ficken
	P
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	E
	Town of Ulysses

	Jim McGarry
	E
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline


	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	A
	Ithaca CAC

	Margaret Soulstein
	A
	At-Large

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Gary Stewart
	P
	At-Large

	Roger Yonkin
	P
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	A
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant


Guests in attendance: Kristin Gutenberger, Manager of Real Estate, Cornell Real Estate
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Brian Eden at 4:05.  
Privilege of the Floor – Kristin Gutenberger introduced herself as the Manager of Real Estate at Cornell University. She went on to thank members for listening and addressing concerns regarding the western half of the Sapsucker Woods UNA proposal.
Changes to the Agenda – Tompkins County Renewable Energy Real Property Tax Law exceptions were added to the agenda after Unique Natural Areas. 
Energy Report – Brian Eden open his report by providing information on the Shared Clean Energy Program. The program promotes the long term lease of shared clean energy it has a minimum requirement of 10 subscribers and must be located in an area with good solar access. (  The deadline on comments for the Cayuga Power Plants air permits has been extended to July 7. ( The Smart Energy Policy Initiative has been working on the South Hill Outreach Rental Experience. The program will focus on informing renters of properties with positive energy investments. Other efforts include the training of local code enforcement officers and building code officials on the code for the home energy rating system. (The Unified Solar Permitting and Municipal Energy Roadmap are working with Optony and The City University of New York. The Tompkins County Council of Governments and the Sustainability Committee are working on outreach efforts in order to promote and educate on sustainability by providing services that are not otherwise provided due to lack of planning staff in those areas. (The TC Roadmap Steering Committee has hired professional to prepare a more comprehensive roadmap. ( Brian Eden asked members for the continued sponsorship the State Energy Planning Public Meetings. The upcoming meeting will cover reforming the energy vision and will cover distributed system platform providers. The meeting on June 30th will focus on the Cayuga Power Plant and alternatives to its proposed use. The forum will have a number of speakers including Bryce Smith, Chair of the Physics Department at Cortland whose focus is on renewable and sustainable systems and Irene Weiser from the town of Caroline. The anticipated outcome is that the State Energy Plan, Renewable Portfolio Standard, Energy Efficiency Portfolio Standard and Systems Benefit Charge can help to encourage development which supports a sustainable energy future. Carolyn Peterson made the motion to move in support of co-sponsorship, seconded by Kenny Christianson. Co-sponsorship of the State Energy Planning public meeting was passed by unanimous vote.  
Approval of Minutes – May draft minutes were approved with corrections on line 15 to add Legislators and line 41 removing “the City and town of Ithaca” and replacing it with the Village of Watkins Glen and Schuyler County. Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:   www.tompkins-co.org/emc. 
Environmental Review – John Dennis reported that starting in the fall, the Propylene Glycol that was previously trucked into Watertown will now be processed locally at the IAWWTF. John also reported that these chemicals used at the airport appear to no longer be leaking into McKinney Creek and eventually Cayuga Lake. (  The first 2 megawatt array is going to be installed on 11 acres owned by Cornell University located north of Snyder Road. (  There have been no replies from Governor Cuomo or the DEC regarding the Seneca Gas Storage protest letter that was sent to Crestwood and Schuyler County Legislature. Schuyler County voted in favor and FERC voted in favor of the natural gas component of the project. The increase in natural gas storage would be from 1.5 billion cubic feet to 8-10 billion cubic feet. ( Brian Eden added that a letter was sent to state senators and the Chair of the Environmental Conservation committee asking for the support and sponsorship to move the bill on the ban of coal tar pavement sealers. The bill has passed the assembly on a 3 to 1 margin but has not yet reached the Senate. ( Brian voiced his concern regarding the proposal in the Ithaca Journal for apartments in Inlet Island due to the property being located on a flood plain and has suggested that the ERC review this an future project in the area in the future. (  Carolyn Peterson has been making efforts to look into the City effort to establish a stormwater fee. A preliminary document has been created by Ari Levine that will be reviewed by Carolyn Peterson and Cornell University. Carolyn Peterson will focus on the outreach and educating the public on green infrastructure. 
Unique Natural Areas – Brian Eden reported that members met last week and discussed approaches for proposed changes to UNAs.

Executive Committee – Met last week and discussed what kinds of subjects and speakers to invite to present at upcoming meetings. Brian further noted the new contact list that was created and circulated to all members.

Municipal Reports – Ben Carver reported on the efforts in applying for a grant for a sidewalk in the Village of Trumansburg. The proposed sidewalk would span from the Shur-save to the center of town. The project would create sidewalks on the main corridors to provide safe walking for children to school and the grocery store to the center of town. Vladimir Micic – The Town of Ithaca will be holding an event to spread awareness on invasive species from 6-7pm on July 9th at Tudor Park. Brian Eden – The Village of Cayuga Heights has had a flooding problem on Winthrop, east of Triphammer Road. According to FEMA and the DEC, there are only 3 residents have flood insurance policies in Cayuga Heights which would indicate the low level of concern. Dan Klein – The Town of Danby has a Conservation Advisory Council that is developing conservation easements with private land owners. The initiative will focus on preserving open space in the town of Danby. The Town will ultimately hold and monitor these easements.  John Dennis – A new chain-link fence is being put up in the Village of Lansing at the airport around half of the perimeter the other half will be reinforced with Coyote Rock in order to keep deer and other animals out.  
Staff Report – Scott Doyle reported on the upcoming Comprehensive Plan meetings and provided handouts with information with the dates and locations of the meetings. The focus will be on gaining feedback and ideas of implementation. He noted the Congress for the New Urbanism Conference he attended in Buffalo that emphasized and emphasized the creative green infrastructure improvement examples 
Preview of the UNA Boundary Proposal – Brian Eden reported on the presentation of 44 different Unique Natural Areas that had the lines or zones updated and presentation of 2 new UNAs. The Committee has discussed the 44 different areas and would like to bring the recommended boundary changes to the EMC soon. In addition to the 44, the consultants are almost ready to have the original 36 UNA boundaries presented again to the group. Prior to the July meeting, information regarding the boundary changes will be sent out in order for members to have enough time to review the material. Scott Doyle noted that the committee will be reaching out to Cornell University prior to EMC’s consideration of the boundary changes. A spreadsheet that has clarified the rationale for boundary changes will also be made available to members.
Tompkins County Legislature - Brian Eden expressed concern over the section of Real Property Tax law regarding exemptions for renewable energy systems such as solar, wind and farm waste to energy. He noted that the exemption does not distinguish between small systems and large systems. The County received advice from its attorney regarding Black Oak and was directed to opt out. Tompkins County opted out on May 15, 2012. The issue is that residents that have built systems are not eligible for the property tax exemptions because it is a 15 year commitment. Members discussed the fact that there is currently no assessed value of solar which may discourage homeowners from taking part in these programs. A resolution to this issue is hopeful as information has been provided to the tax assessor and county attorney.  A memo has been added to the PEEQ agenda for discussion at the meeting next Wednesday. 

Solar Tompkins Has Gone Live – Brian Eden opened his report by suggesting all members attend the Solar Tompkins public meetings. There will be 20 public meetings and 20 solar presentations in the next month and a half. He went through the history noting that the program began last August when a Park Grant was submitted in September that resulted in an award of $80,000 in December.  Melissa Kemp was hired as the program director of Solar Tompkins in March. Solar Tompkins launched May 27th and has since received 150 enrollments in the first week. The enrollment deadline for Solar Tompkins is July 31st and the contract deadline is October 1st. Installations are expected to begin in late October. Information with the different lease options, 3 tiered pricing, and state and federal tax credits available was presented. For more details please visit www.solartompkins.org
Member Items – Gary Stewart reported that Leslie Schill formerly of County Planning has been appointed as Cornell University Planner starting in July. Carolyn Peterson reported that the EPA Clean Water Act has now put out new definitions of waters of the U.S.; the turnout period has been extended 91 days into October. The Local Government Advisory Committee will be heading up discussions for the Clean Air Act and the new controls in section 111D on the existing power plants.   

Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:38 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on July 10, 2014

