Draft Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting
 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

September 11, 2014 
Time:

4:00pm
Location:
Old Jail Conference Room 125 E. Court St.
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Ben Carver
	P
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Martha Ferger
	P
	At-Large

	Pegi Ficken
	P
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline


	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	A
	Ithaca CAC

	Margaret Soulstein
	A
	At-Large

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Gary Stewart
	P
	At-Large

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	P
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant


Guests in attendance: David Weinstein, Joe Speidel, Dan Peacock, Eliza Czolowski, Robert Wesley
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 4:02.  
Privilege of the Floor – Peter Harriott read a letter to the members that he wrote criticizing the Town of Ithaca’s use of Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) to help it reduce its greenhouse gas emissions.
Changes to the Agenda – No changes were made to the agenda.
Approval of Minutes – July 10, 2014 draft minutes were approved with corrections on line 21, removing “Brian Eden” and replacing with “Steve Nicholson” on line 11, removing “There are 22 more meetings scheduled; the next meeting will be July 29th at Tompkins County Public Library” and replacing with “There are 7 more community meetings of the 22 scheduled; the last meeting will be July 29th at Tompkins County Public Library”, line 13, removing “Proposals have gone out to hire a consultant” to replace with “The county has hired a consultant”, line 14, removing “structures”, Line 18, adding “Subcommittee of the Smart Energy group”, line 21, removing “Melissa Kemp and Brian Eden presented a real property tax exemption that the County opted out of in May of 2012 in hope to modify state law to create separation between renewable energy facilities such as residential and utility. The County will be asked to opt back in. A public hearing will be held July 15th”, to replace with “Brian Eden did a presentation at the County’s Planning, Energy, and Environmental Quality Committee on the Real Property Tax Exemption (Section 487) that the County Opted-out of in May 2012. Brian had been working with Assemblywoman Lifton for the past 6 months hoping to revise Section 487 to discriminate between smaller retail and commercial installations and those of utility scale. For example, all systems 2MW or smaller would automatically receive the exemption without municipalities having the ability to opt-out.”, line 27, removing Bob Johnson and replacing with “Hydrilla Task Force Management Committee”, line 22, adding, “Hogweed has also been identified in Danby and Dryden”. Final minutes have been posted on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc. 
Energy Report – Brian Eden reported on the increasing rate of the greenhouse gas emissions. He noted the conclusion of the Synthesis Report that had reported projections that have fallen short and are predicting severe pervasive and irreversible impacts. ( The People’s Climate March will take place next Sunday in New York City. ( Dryden residents have expressed their opposition to a proposed extension of a gas pipeline from Freeville to Lansing on West Dryden Road. Members are encouraged to further engage in discussions regarding their concerns with the project. ( Solar Tompkins has had 1290 families enrolled with around 180 contracts signed. The deadline for signing contracts for Solar Tompkins is November 1st. Discussions centered on members concerns with the affordability of the program to lower-income families as eligibility of tax credits are available to taxable incomes of  20% over the County’s median income. Lease options were noted as a way to incentivize the program to families through providing a cost equivalent to their current utility costs and by being provided energy from a clean source. ( The Energy Committee has been involved in repowering process of Cayuga Power Plant with natural gas.  Final proposals were supposed to be submitted last October but have since been extended 5 times monthly by the PSE with the new deadline to take place in the 1st week in December. Public comments on the proposals are pending the access of unredacted documentation. ( Tompkins County is a climate smart community, it has yet to be certified along with the 6 other communities in New York State that are registered.  Future registration was mentioned as a way to encourage the community to continue to pursue projects. ( A survey amongst municipalities that attended TCOG meeting showed high priorities of climate change adaptation and stormwater management.               
Environmental Review – John Dennis reported the lack of progress with the efforts at the Bell Station parcel and noted the continuation of advocacy. ( Efforts to have the City of Ithaca enforce the no hunting ban at the south end of Cayuga Lake are hopeful. (  Cayuga Operating Company has applied with the Department of Environmental Conservation to reduce their national insurance fund for the coal ash landfill from upwards of 6 million dollars to 5 million to be used for closure costs and 30 years of maintenance. Discrepancies with the reported 42% of permanent coverage in closing and the reported budget for closing that would only cover 3 acres will be addressed at the meeting with the Department of Environmental Conservation in Syracuse on September 19th. Other noted concerns include the DEC permitted leachate discharges into Cayuga Lake and the reported 6 chemical parameters of the 13 regulated by the State Pollution Discharge Elimination System. ( Brian Eden discussed the stormwater utility fee and encouraged people to attend the Green Infrastructure Tour that will be sponsored by the Tompkins County Soil and Water District. 
Unique Natural Areas –The Unique Natural Areas Committee met on Monday to review batch 2 of the proposed changes which are in the process of being finalized. Batch 1 of the UNA’s will be reviewed today with the only noted major change taking place at Hammond Hill. Unique Natural Area #106 at Sapsucker Woods has been left out pending further information from Cornell University with a deadline of October 31st.  
Executive – Steve Nicholson reported that members met last week. Discussions centered on the review of the charter by the Tompkins County Legislature. Dooley Kiefer, of the Charter Review Committee, informed the group of concerns of the Legislature regarding whether language in the charter that allows the EMC to receive a gift of land should be removed. The language has been since given to the Executive Review Committee for comment. The Charter Review Committee will make a recommendation to the Legislature early next year.  ( Steve Nicholson noted the annual conference in Broome County and encouraged members to attend. The conference is Oct 2nd through Saturday with workshops taking place on Friday October 3rd. The keynote speaker is the president of NYSERDA, John B. Rhodes. Members are encouraged to contact Steve Nicholson for more information regarding available scholarships. 
Staff Reports – Scott Doyle reported that the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan is in the drafting process and the public meetings are expected to take place in October. (  He added that the Ithaca Tompkins County Transportation Council has scheduled a public meeting on the Long Range Plan scheduled for October 1st at 6 pm at the Tompkins County Public Library.
Unique Natural Area’s Boundary Revisions Review – Steve Nicholson reported on the boundary revisions that were originally presented to members in September of 2012. At that time there were a few controversial changes that delayed the approval process which led to the approval of only 2 new Unique Natural Areas. The 42 boundary changes being presented today will follow with a proposed resolution upon approval from the Environmental Management Council. 
Robert Wesley opened the proposed Unique Natural Area’s presentation by noting the earliest Unique Natural Area delineations as inaccurate. Some of the desired remedies for the boundary revisions would eliminate tax parcel lines, structures, homes, farm fields, and railroads. Aerial imagery has provided greater accuracy of county tax parcel boundaries and GIS coverage’s. A PowerPoint slide presentation of all 42 changes provided members with previous delineations and the proposed boundary revisions. Members questioned the number of on-site visits and the accuracy of the aerial imagery. Proposed UNA #117 was suggested as a potential site for field visit for further analysis. Ben Carver volunteered to conduct a field visit and follow up with the Unique Natural Area’s Committee with a site review analysis. The process for approval of the updated boundary revisions was discussed amongst members with the understanding that once approved the Tompkins County Planning Department will coordinate notification of the UNA boundary changes. . The approval process requires the vote of the Environmental Management Council but does not require the vote of the Tompkins County Legislature. The approval of the Environmental Management Council will finalize the changes with exception to the possibility of a later proposed amendment. 
Resolution for Adoption of Revisions – Steve Nicholson made the motion to move resolution number 2014-1, seconded by Steve Bissen. Members questioned the notification process and the effect to homeowners within the boundaries of the designations. Suggestions of having the boundary approvals posted on a public website followed by newspaper publications to inform the public were discussed. There were discussions that the notification process will take place at some point after all changes have been approved. Suggestions that resolution UNA 2014-1 be revised to include the individually revised amendments, to emphasize the use of 2009 aerial photography and tax map boundaries for the delineations, as well as the number of site visits to the proposed changed boundaries. Brian Eden made the motion to table resolution #2014-1 pending revisions until the following Environmental Management Council meeting on October 9, 2014, seconded by Martha Ferger. Resolutions # 2014-1 was approved as tabled, with abstentions on behalf of Ben Carver and Steve Bissen. Submitted comments to resolution # 2014-1 can be sent to Steve Nicholson with a deadline of September 23, 2014.  
Member Items – Carolyn Peterson announced the re-opening of Cascadilla Gorge Trail 
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:54 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on ________, 2014

