Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

January 11, 2006

	Present:
	Amy Chaffee, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Michael Miles, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Larry Sallinger, Larry Sharpsteen, Jacalyn Spoon, Gary Stewart, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore

	Excused:
	Karen Edelstein, Emily Rochon, Cindy Schulte

	Absent:
	Glynn Bebee, Roger Yonkin

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer

	Visitors:
	Dan Kwasnowski, Aurora Valenti

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 6:33 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda --  After item VI, there will be discussion about meeting times.
Oath of Office – County Clerk Aurora Valenti administered the oath of office to new and reappointed members:  Amy Chaffee, Scott Doyle, Neha Khanna, Michael Miles, Steve Nicholson, Bob Roe, Larry Sallinger, Jacalyn Spoon, Gary Stewart and Mark Whitmore.

Approval of Minutes --  The draft minutes of the December meeting were accepted without change.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.
Presentation:  Tompkins County Natural Features Focus Areas – Crystal Buck of the County Planning Department passed out a map of the NFFAs from the County’s Comprehensive Plan.  The 14 areas were identified by the concentration of features, and the next step is to establish detailed protection and management plans for the areas.  This will be a collaborative process, and public outreach begins in the spring.  Crystal also handed out a draft of the functions that natural features provide.  Not all functions apply to all focus areas, so key areas in each focus area have also been identified.  The functions are:  Sustainable Timber Harvesting and Agro-forestry, Sustainable Agriculture, Subsistence and Recreational Hunting, Subsistence and Recreational Fishing, Water Quality, Flood Mitigation, Education and Research, Recreation, Scenic views, Biodiversity, Habitat Connections and Migration, and Habitat for Species of Greatest Conservation Need.  Staff members held discussions with 11 agencies on what the County’s role should be, and responses fell into three general groups:  organizing a strategic approach, coordinating efforts, and using County funds to leverage grants.  The County will also provide GIS analysis and models for management.  The 14 focus areas have been put into three groups, for public outreach in spring 2006, fall 2006 and spring 2007. The public meetings will be an opportunity to discuss strategy, and a Planning Advisory Board committee is working on meeting format.  Comments from EMC members can be sent to Crystal or made during her occasional visits to EMC.  While there might be suggestions for zoning made to the municipalities, the County does not intend to regulate the focus areas.  The expected approaches involve landowner education.  The County has established an open space protection fund, which may be used to leverage other funding.  It is not earmarked for anything yet.  Herb Engman said the PAB committee had a lot of discussion on how to help property owners.  They drew on the experience of EMC in developing the UNA directory, and hope to be able to discuss ideas and funding sources for landowners who express interest.  The PAB committee also did not anticipate any regulatory aspect in the program with the focus areas.  If owners want to consider conservation easements for properties, Dan Kwasnowski pointed out that each landowner needs a separate agreement.

Introductions – Introductions were made around the room, and each member mentioned their particular interest and/or background that led them to EMC.

Establish Committees and Committee/Liaison Signups --  Coordinator Heather Filiberto said each EMC member should serve on one or more committees.  Last year our committees accomplished a lot, especially concerning open burning, the model wind ordinance, and the EMC website.  Energy will follow up on the ICLEI Local Action Plan (discuss conservation with County employees, provide media outreach on County accomplishments), work with Cooperative Extension on their Home Heating Solutions program, contribute to Earth Day, examine the County’s purchasing policy and vehicle fleet, and provide analysis on the Community Energy partnership.  Environmental Review will look at oil and gas leases and SEQR reviews.  Invasive Species will conduct education and outreach with the public, landscapers and town highway departments, and suggest good choices for plantings.  Unique Natural Areas and Green Corridors will develop protocol for additions to and deletions from the UNA directory, and look for further information on animal habitats in UNA.  Website will work on updates and revisions to the new website, and consider setting up a calendar of related events.  Burning will work on implementation of the changes to the Sanitary Code, and look for solutions for ag plastics.  Earth Day will work on the April community event.  Further Issues to keep in mind are implementation of the Neighbor Notification Law, and promoting sale of market baskets and canvas bags.   Liaison positions available are Lake Source Cooling, Cayuga Lake Watershed Intermunicipal Organization, Ag & Farmland Protection Board, and Coordinator for Adopt-A-Highway.  Signup sheets were passed around.  For each committee, one person agreed to begin contacts and set the first meeting up.

Election of 2006 Vice Chairs – The Nominating Committee presented a slate for Vice Chairs:  Mark Whitmore, Neha Khanna, and Steve Uzmann.  There were no nominations from the floor.  The slate was moved by Peter Harriott, seconded by Keith Epstein, and passed by unanimous voice vote.  Together with the Chair, the three Vice Chairs form the EMC’s Executive Committee.

Discussion on Meeting Start Time – Some members have difficulty in arriving for the start time of 6:30, which was established because we are supposed to vacate the Transit Center by 8:30.  Heather will contact the TCAT Director again and discuss whether we can go back to 7:00 to 9:00.  Some members mentioned changing location or day of the month.  Neha will draft an announcement for the EMC News seeking suggestions for discussion at the March meeting.  

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson reported the Center for Environmental Sustainability will have a meeting on 1/21 from 9 to noon on Earth Day planning.  A resolution from the County Legislature recommending changes in NYS net metering law was passed in December, and copies are in the mail folder.  

Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto reported that she is participating in the airport obstruction removal discussions, and an environmental assessment is being conducted.  The Health Department has been informed they are clear to make the changes to the Sanitary Code to ban open burning of household waste.  They will be rolling that out along with Solid Waste Department’s public information on changes in recycling.  The County Legislature has seven new members.  The Planning, Development & Environmental Quality Committee will be chaired by Martha Robertson, with Kathy Luz Herrera, Frank Proto, Jim Dennis and Tyke Randall.  Handouts were provided for municipal report dates, meeting dates, and a draft membership list that will be updated as associate members join.  

Member Items – Peter Harriott said he is disturbed by the County Legislature’s five-year deal with Community Energy.  It is unclear what fraction of Community Energy’s money is used properly.  Based on the size of staff, Peter estimated that over half is used for staff, travel, etc., and only about 10% goes to development of wind technology.  He feels it is a waste of taxpayer money to work with this organization, especially now that wind generators can sell to the grid at a profit and wind energy is becoming competitive.  Steve Uzmann was willing to share information on the tree and shrub sale being conducted by Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District, and noted they have two invasive species on their sale list.  Jacalyn Spoon shared an article from the Ithaca Journal about possible development on the south side of the City of Ithaca.  She is concerned because this was an old dump site, has some contamination, and has wetlands that should be protected from development.  Steve Nicholson said Sustainable Tompkins was involved in early discussions, and the City has a stakeholder committee that is interested in preserving the wetlands.  Steve Nicholson said City residents are not getting monitoring near the Emerson TCE pollution area.  Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton has been informed of health problems encountered by a resident.  A community group is forming to express interest in human health issues resulting from the contamination. 

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on February 8, 2006

