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Consumer Products Committee

Submitted by Amy Risen
The newly formed Consumer Products Committee held it's organizational meeting on 1/22. We tentatively choose to have a bagged lunch meeting on 4th Mondays from 11:30-1 at Cooperative Extension on Willow Street in Conference room C.  This means the next meeting will be Feb 25th. Our goal is to use a cradle-to-grave approach to evaluate consumer products (resource acquisition, manufacturing, distribution, use, disposal) and consider human rights and health as well as environmental health.  We have prioritized products and chosen to work on one at a time.  We will begin with compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs). Both fact sheets and policy recommendations will be produced due to the recent widespread interest in using this product. We will spend the next month making ourselves familiar with the topic and then discuss points that we'd like to address at the next meeting.  The use of mercury is our main concern. 

Next on our list is pharmaceuticals and personal care products (PPCPs) and we'll also look at other persistent organic pollutants (POPs).  We discussed a few ideas for PPCPs including organizing a local take back program for left over medications and a fact sheet addressing medication misuse (i.e. old prescriptions used the next time they get sick).  Another product of interest is batteries.  We decided that conducting a natural lawns and gardens campaign is a bit out of sync with our other projects.  Perhaps another committee such as Invasive Species would be interested in taking it on? I will chair the Consumer Products Committee.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any products in mind that you think we should keep our eyes on. Amy Risen ajr53@cornell.edu 




Environmental Review Committee

Submitted by Amy Risen 
Thanks to Herb Engman for facilitating our Environmental Review Committee organizational meeting on 1/24.  Lucia Tyler and I will co-chair this committee for 2008. I will coordinate meetings and retrieve proposals for review and Lucia will coordinate the writing of our responses. Our meetings will begin as 4th Mondays (2/25 and 3/24) and then will likely change to 3rd Wednesdays in April.  Meetings times and locations will be the same: 5:30PM in the Aurora conference room at Ithaca Town Hall.  We decided that we would like to take a mini-course on the SEQR process.  Our next project to comment on is the Tompkins County Board of Health proposed revisions to the Tompkins County Sanitary Code concerning regulations and permitting for wells and water supplies. A public meeting will be held on 2/11 and comments will be accepted through 2/18.  See the link for more information http://www.tompkins-co.org/health/eh/code/article7.htm 

EMC Trivia – Longevity Bonus!
(Answers on next page.)

1. This member has served for three periods of time, totaling 20 years.

2. This member has served for two periods of time, totaling 24 years (some as an associate member).

3. This member has served continuously since 1980, and has been EMC chair three times.

4. This member has served for two periods of time, totaling 13 years.

5. These two members joined in 1996.

more News! (
Cayuga Heights Update: Nine-foot Deer Fencing Still Up in the Air

Submitted by Roger Segelken

A proposed change to the Village of Cayuga Heights zoning ordinance -- allowing nine-foot-tall fencing, to exclude deer from gardens and landscaping -- was met equally vociferous opposition and advocacy at a public hearing last fall.  Village trustees have yet to act on the proposed change to fencing specifications, which normally limit barriers to four feet in height.

Some villagers likened the prospect of a community with nine-foot fences everywhere to the pheasant hatchery on Game Farm Road.  Other comments ranged from "Real gardeners have real fences" to "Good fences make good neighbors."

That Robert Frost sound bite, taken in context of the entire poem, implied that act of planning a stone fence fosters civility between neighbors.

But that was Vermont.  And the poet probably never saw nine-foot plastic fencing. Or so many deer in one little place.

Interestingly, one of the few uninhabited spaces in Cayuga Heights with a 500-foot distance from buildings -- to hold a controlled hunt, if that were ever permitted -- is the Palmer Woods Unique Natural Area, according to Mayor Walter R. Lynn.  The nearest building would be Cornell's new daycare center, under construction along Pleasant Grove Road.

The Dark Side of Ethanol and Biodiesel Subsidies
Submitted by Steve Nicholson

Update from the Organic Consumers Association 1/31/08

Americans now understand that climate-destabilizing greenhouse gases are a major threat to our survival. Unfortunately, large corporations have convinced Congress to ignore real solutions to the crisis (like significant advances in fuel-efficiency), while providing billions of dollars per year in subsidies to big-agribusiness for agrofuels.

More than a hundred U.S. based and international organizations, including the Organic Consumers Association, are calling for a moratorium on the more than $8 billion of annual government subsidies paid to large corporations producing agrofuels from industrial-scale genetically engineered crops. Family farmers currently receive only a small portion of annual funds allocated to agrofuels. While billions of dollars in subsidies for corn, soy and palm oil-based agrofuels, certainly result in higher profits for corporate giants such as Archer Daniels Midland, Cargill, and Monsanto, their overall contribution to reducing reliance on foreign oil and greenhouse gases is negligible

Government support for agrofuels in the U.S. costs taxpayers roughly $2 per gallon in subsidies at the gas pump. These misguided funding priorities have taken tens of billions of dollars of funding away from essential greenhouse gas reduction policies, such as energy conservation, solar and wind power, fuel-efficiency technologies, and mass transit. While the OCA supports the production of biofuels from recycled waste (such as used vegetable oil, manure or sewage) and biomass sustainably grown and harvested for the benefit of local communities, the current focus is a recipe for disaster.

"The United States, in a misguided effort to reduce its oil insecurity by converting grain into fuel for cars, is generating global food insecurity on a scale never seen before." -- Economist Lester Brown speaking to the Des Moines Register 1/25/2008
Upcoming EMC meetings!

February 13th at 7:00pm

March 12th, April 9th, May 14th
At the Transit Center

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@gmail.com
Answers to EMC Trivia 

1. Roger Yonkin (originally in NYS Department of Transportation seat, now At-Large)
2. Dooley Kiefer (has served for Village of Cayuga Heights, At-Large, Board of Representatives Liaison, and Associate)
3. Herb Engman (originally for Town of Danby, now At-Large)

4. Ashley Miller (originally for City of Ithaca, now At-Large)

5. Joyce Gerbasi (originally for Town of Dryden, now Associate) & Larry Sharpsteen (Town of Lansing)




























