Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

February 8, 2006

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Michael Miles, Ashley Miller, Emily Rochon, Bob Roe, Larry Sallinger, Cindy Schulte, Gary Stewart, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore 

	Excused:
	Karen Edelstein, Stephen Nicholson, Larry Sharpsteen

	Absent:
	Amy Chaffee, John Dennis, Jacalyn Spoon, Roger Yonkin

	Associates:
	Dooley Kiefer

	Visitors:
	Dean Koyanagi, Dan Kwasnowski, Roger Segelken

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Steve Uzmann at  6:39 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda --  If time permits, Heather Filiberto would like to add discussion about meeting venues.  New members Emily Rochon (At-Large), Roger Segelken (Village of Cayuga Heights), and Jim Dennis (County Legislature Liaison) introduced themselves.

Presentation:  Sustainability Efforts at Cornell University – Dean Koyanagi said he became the Sustainability Coordinator in September, 2005.  He gave a brief review of sustainability efforts since 1987, and expressed sustainability as a balance between people, prosperity, and the planet.  2005 – 2014 has been decreed the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.  Cornell’s efforts include curriculum, dorms, facilities, energy, materials and transportation.  Students have organized Sustainable Food Systems Ambassadors to work toward making food part of the effort, too.  Other areas for possible expansion are waste management and grounds/landscaping.  They are also trying to provide some definition of terms so vocabulary is consistent in discussions.  Buzzwords are being sorted by today/tomorrow, and internal/external.  Dean sees support growing and pilot projects beginning.  Herb Engman said the neighboring communities often only hear of building plans from information in the newspaper.  He doesn’t see any consideration of sustainability of neighborhoods.  John Kiefer will visit EMC next month to talk about building projects, and that can be a topic for discussion.  Gary Stewart said Cornell plans go through the required municipal site plan reviews.  Several EMC members said they would welcome opportunities to comment earlier in the process, rather than reacting to plans and having comments viewed as obstructive.

Approval of Minutes from January 11, 2006 – The draft minutes were accepted with three changes from Heather Filiberto.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Municipal Reports – Town of Danby:  Bob Roe said new Town Board members are getting up to speed.  The Planning Board is proposing revisions to zoning to match the intent of the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  This second version would remove the 60/40 proposal for conservation areas that was poorly received by the public last year.  The PB also proposes returning to a permit procedure for subdivisions with a sliding scale for the number of lots allowed, based on total acreage.  The PB expects to review Phase II of the Community Park at their February meeting.  They are recommending the Town Board develop a wind power ordinance.  Ray VanDeBogart will chair the Citizens Task Force that is developing zoning to match the comp plan.  The PB also expects to review the conceptual plan for the White Hawk Community in February.  Town of Caroline:  Due to the absence of Steve Nicholson tonight, this report will appear in the March EMC News.  City of Ithaca:  Glynn Bebee said the Conservation Advisory Committee will meet next Monday, and he briefly reviewed the items on their agenda.  Site plan reviews are coming up for the renovation of Ithaca Shopping Center at 222 Elmira Road, Benderson construction of retail space at 374-384 Elmira Road, Benderson construction of retail space on the WalMart outparcel at 334 Elmira Road, two subdivision matters, a proposal for a Quick Fill Red Apple at 303 Elmira Road, and changes at Incodema on Cliff Street.

Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto reported that Steve Nicholson is still working on a first meeting date for the Earth Day Committee.  Annual Reports were distributed.  As EMC committees begin meeting, please keep Kathy Wilsea informed.

Legislature Liaison Report – Jim Dennis had no news to report.

Meeting Space (Addition to Agenda) – Heather Filiberto provided background on use of the Transit Center, where EMC has been meeting since 1994.  TCAT has reorganized, and EMC changed our meeting time to meet their requests to vacate the building by 8:30, but it is inconvenient for EMC members to begin at 6:30.  She recently contacted Joe Turcotte about the room use policy, but has not had response yet.  Options for change are the Health Department by the hospital (but need to vacate at 9:00), the Emergency Response Center on Brown Road, the Tompkins County Library (but the library reserves the right to cancel with 35 days notice), and the Old Jail Conference Room (which we tried at the end of 2004).  Dooley Kiefer suggested meeting one time in each new place before we make a decision.  Scott Doyle moved to meet in each facility and then vote on a choice.  March will be at ERC, April at the Health Dept., May at the Library, and all will begin at 7 PM.  Seconded by Mark Whitmore and passed by unanimous voice vote.  [Note:  On 2/10, the Executive Committee voted to keep meetings at the Transit Center when information was received from TCAT that EMC can return to 7 to 9 PM meeting times.]

Member Items – Neha Khanna suggested that in keeping with the EMC's plastic market baskets and canvas bags program, Cornell use incentives to reduce plastic bags (for example, at the bookstore provide incentives to decline taking a plastic bag when making a purchase).  Dean Koyanagi said the stores on campus have begun to use 100% recycled bags.  Ashley Miller said she has become a member of Friends of the Black Diamond Trail.  They met with Sue Poelvoorde at Finger Lakes State Parks, and Sue is developing a master plan.  They hope their efforts this year will work up to bridge building and trail clearing in 2007.  Cindy Schulte announced the EMC bags & baskets were recently on the front page of the Newfield News.  Kenny Christianson announced the Energy Committee will meet next Monday at 4 PM.  Emily Rochon reported she is the new President of Kyoto Now!  They are renaming the student group “Beyond Kyoto” and will have a press conference on Ho Plaza on 2/16 at noon.  They hope for some national coverage.  Current efforts are to get the CU administration to address energy and transportation.  Herb Engman said a mini golf course is being built in the Town of Ithaca near Turbacks/Lick Brook/Eddydale Farm Market.  Exterior lighting must be turned off at 10 PM and there are restrictions on sound levels.  

Adjournment – Steve Uzmann adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on March 8, 2006

