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Next Meeting – 3/8

Transit Center

7:00pm to 9:00pm

Executive Committee Action

Soon after the February 8th meeting of EMC, we learned that TCAT, Inc. has adopted a room use policy that enables us to meet from 7 to 9 PM in the Transit Center conference room.  The Executive Committee voted to continue holding meetings at the Transit Center, thus negating the full Council’s vote to examine alternative meeting places.  
UNAs & Green Corridors

Submitted by Mark Whitmore
The UNA committee will meet the fourth Wednesday each month in the Old Jail. On February 22nd we discussed the history of the committee and where we might be going. We decided to work with the Planning Commissioner to develop protocols for the inclusion of new UNA's and the deletion of old ones. We also discussed educational opportunities.  

Website

Submitted by Keith Epstein
The website committee has three objectives for 2006:  (1) Keep the website updated on a regular basis, (2) Add short biographies for each member to the members page, and (3) Make a page for each committee. In addition to these main objectives, we are also working on incorporating an environmental events calendar and a page describing the model wind ordinance.

We have made templates for the member bios and we'll be distributing them soon.  Plan on writing your short (1 or 2 paragraphs) bio by the April EMC meeting.  Templates for the committee 

pages will be distributed to the committee chairs soon.  Committee chairs will be responsible for writing the content, and we'll take care of turning the content into a web page.

Invasive Species

Submitted by Mark Whitmore
The invasive species committee remains as dormant as the seeds in the ground but will be springing forth shortly since I've just finished a big commitment.

Energy Committee Report

Submitted by Kenny Christianson

The Energy Committee met on February 13.  Besides the regular EMC members, in attendance were Arel LeMaro from County Facilities, Beth Ellen Clark Joseph from the Tompkins Renewable Energy Education Alliance (TREEA), and Gay Nicholson and Mark Pierce from Cornell Cooperative Extension.  Arel provided an update of the County's contract with Johnson Controls.  In the past few months, motion sensors and plug load controllers have been installed in County work places.   Phase I is now 95% complete, and Phase II should be completed in July.  Phase II involves HVAC and lighting improvements in the Main Courthouse complex.

There continue to be monitoring problems for the library solar panels due to the need to upgrade the kiosk.  The County recently replaced two panels that were damaged by vandalism.  The county's insurance policy covered the costs.

We also had a discussion about Peter Harriott's letter to the Ithaca Journal concerning the County's purchasing of wind energy from Community Energy.

The committee began to explore ways of implementing an energy reduction program for county employees.                  
A subcommittee consisting of Cornell Cooperative Extension and the County Planning Department will begin to meet with the County

Personnel Department to discuss ways for County employees to devise and participate in an energy reduction program. 

more News! (
(continued from previous page)

The Energy Committee would like to have the EMC join the Tompkins County CCE's New York Energy Smart Communities Partnership in the Southern Tier region.  A short resolution will be introduced at the March EMC meeting in support of this.

The next meeting of the Energy Committee will be on Monday, March 13 at 4:00 in the Old Jail Small Conference Room.
No Committee Report Submitted

Air Quality

Earth Day

Environmental Review

Caroline Municipal Report

Submitted by Steve Nicholson
The Barrile streambank stabilization project is finished! The hot, dry summer was a big help, as de-watering was barely necessary. A total of $650K was spent, and this project is now a best-practices model, and will be monitored for three years. A video has been made. Over 3,000 ft of stream was restored, at a cost of $216/ft. This project has enhanced property values and the City of Ithaca water quality.

The Town board met with Lee Shurtleff recently to address 30 different concerns about the Taft Rd. tower proposed for the County Public Safety Communications System. Written responses will be provided. The County now owns the tower site, but the Town thinks the land parcel is too small, and neighbors could be affected if the tower falls. It is designed to hinge in half on failure. Other concerns include a study of property value changes, and a clearer statement on why this particular location was chosen. The tower is scheduled to be built in about 18 months.

Energy Independent Caroline, a new committee established to explore local wind power installations and energy conservation measures, had it's third meeting on February 9.  The Town of Caroline would need 2 megawatts of wind power to supply all homes. There are receptive property owners and enough wind potential available to accomplish this. The committee is investigating the feasibility of erecting two large turbines versus many smaller ones. If the Town owned all or part of the turbines, they could borrow money at a low interest rate, and would make more money from sales of electricity than 

the cost of the debt payment. The committee will also be distributing an energy survey developed by Cornell Cooperative Extension.

The Town has purchased the property adjacent to the Town Hall. This site was previously a gas station, and the latest tests have revealed no soil contamination. Plans for new offices are underway, and a new Town Park will be created, as well as room for a new septic system serving both buildings.

The Extent of Our Addiction

Submitted by Steve Nicholson 
In his concise book, The End of Fossil Energy and the Last Chance for Sustainability, retired engineer John Howe outlines the current energy crisis and provides a plan to reduce our consumption by 5% each year. 

In an appendix called Energy 101, he reminds us why we have become so addicted to the huge amount of energy embedded in fossil fuels. One gallon of gasoline contains about 150,000 BTU's of combustion energy. A strong, healthy human can work at about 250 BTU/hour, and would have to work 600 hours to equal this amount of energy. At the present gasoline cost of $2.50/gallon, this human labor is worth less than 2 cents per hour.

In terms of electrical energy, a strong human can produce 75 watts per hour. In a 40 hour week, 3 kwh. This is the equivalent to the thermal energy needed for one hot shower. At present electrical costs of 13 cents/kwh, a week of hard human labor would be worth about 45 cents, or about one cent per hour.

Remember, until the early 1800's, human and animal power were all that was available. The imbedded energy in fossil fuels is powerfully addictive, and will not be an easy habit to kick. 

Upcoming EMC meetings!

March 8th at 7:00pm

April 12th and May 10th 

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com




























