Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

March 8, 2006

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, Jim Dennis, John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Michael Miles, Ashley Miller, Steve Nicholson, Bob Roe, Larry Sallinger, Cindy Schulte, Roger Segelken, Jackie Spoon, Gary Stewart, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore 

	Excused:
	Karen Edelstein, Emily Rochon, Larry Sharpsteen, Roger Yonkin

	Absent:
	Amy Chaffee

	Associates:
	Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer

	Visitors:
	John Kiefer, Dan Kwasnowski

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:06 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda --  There were no changes to the agenda.  
Presentation of Current Cornell Projects – John Kiefer, CU Facilities Director, was present to discuss building and renovation projects on campus.  Development on campus is driven by research programs.  John handed out a list of projects from 2005-2010 and used a map in his PowerPoint show.  He noted the Computer & Information Sciences building to be built with partial funding from Bill Gates, and the Animal Health Diagnostic Lab are not yet on the map.  He reviewed projects on the map, stating current and upcoming residence halls will be built to LEED specifications.  CU administration is flexible and interested in solar technology, but doesn’t find it feasible due to slow payback.  He said sustainability efforts on campus are growing from a grassroots movement, and LEED certification is not a requirement for building design.  Energy use on campus is primarily for research, and the campus does not have extra power to sell to the grid when students are on breaks.  CU is developing a comprehensive plan that might address long-term growth placement projections.  CU is always competing to keep their research programs ahead of the curve, and need changes on campus to accommodate that goal.  

Approval of Minutes --  The draft minutes of the 2/8/2006 meeting were accepted with two changes.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Resolution 01-2006 In Support of EMC Membership in the New York Energy $mart Communities Partnership – Kenny Christianson presented the resolution, which came from the Energy Committee.  Kenny has been attending meetings.  Energy $mart is a project of Cornell Cooperative Extension.  “Sharing Resources” in item “a” is intended to be in-kind contributions of work and interaction at meetings.  Reference in item “c” to meeting energy needs mostly refers to housing and equipment rehab, and efforts to get information on energy efficiency to the public.  The “region” is the eight counties in the Southern Tier, but the initial focus is in Tompkins County.  Item “a” was amended to read “Sharing EMC Energy Committee resources with the partnership.”  Resolution was moved by Kenny, seconded by Steve Uzmann and passed by unanimous vote of members present.  

Municipal Reports – Town of Ithaca:  Larry Sallinger reported that the proposed Indian Creek conservation zone incorporates the UNA boundary.  CB will soon propose another conservation zone by Coy Glen.  He briefly reviewed some of the other projects the Town is facing, which include Hanshaw Road walkway, Biggs A demolition, and mixed retail project at Danby and E. King Roads.  Regarding proposed dock design on Cayuga Lake shore property, other members wondered if the Town should check with DEC about regulations.  
Town of Dryden:  Dan Kwasnowski is the Environmental Planner for the Town, and he provided a quick review of projects he is working on.  He and the Conservation Board are drafting ordinances for riparian buffers, renewable energy, and cluster development.  Progress continues toward construction of a new Town hall.  He voiced concern about a subdivision that is going into a wet area.  Cindy Schulte said this is basically in a swamp, and there seems to be a gap in the review system that allows this type of development.  

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson said he had lunch with Lanny Joyce and Jim Adams last month, and they talked about the CU combined heating project.  EPA is hailing this as an exceptional development, and it will provide 80% of the electricity on campus at usage levels anticipated in 5 years.  This will mean an increase of 2000% of their current natural gas usage, but will be more efficient than buying coal-generated electricity from AES Cayuga.  Bob Roe said this will probably affect prices for all area users of natural gas, and they should examine alternative sources.  Steve said the project entails a new pipeline.  The CO2 reduction puts them in line with their environmental goals.  Steve gave his opinion to Lanny and Jim that CU should be developing new technology.  The Chamber of Commerce sponsored an informational meeting for businesses on the net metering law.  The Executive Committee met 2/22 to discuss EMC bylaws and committees.  They spoke of initiating another State of the Environment Report, or some other kind of annual status report.  They are also interested in getting more information out to the public.  They discussed old problems with the UNA committee, and want to enforce the attendance policy.  Solid Waste Division reports they are selling EMC market baskets.  

Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto reported that, based on a new room usage policy at TCAT, we can continue to meet at the Transit Center with meetings beginning at 7 PM.

Legislature Liaison Report – Jim Dennis reported that County Administration is involved in discussions about providing bus passes for employees.  This is more difficult to negotiate now that TCAT is an independent agency.  Also, bus passes have been a component of some contract negotiations in the past.  

Member Items – John Dennis reported the Town of Lansing will be holding a public meeting on the joint sewer project, with Steve Eidt of DEC speaking.  When more information is available, it will be distributed to all members.  Mike Miles said the Website Committee will be seeking member profiles for the website.  He also commented that the new fee structure at Solid Waste is making it much more expensive for residents to use.  Steve Nicholson said the Sanitary Code update that bans open burning should be finalized soon.  John Andersson of the Health Department has informed Steve that the publicity is ready, and our Air Quality Committee reviewed it.  Steve Uzmann expects resurgence in interest in nuclear power, and overturn of the Carter administration’s policy on nuclear waste.  New technology can convert that waste safely to useable power.  Peter Harriott reported that a dual power plant has been dedicated in Atlantic City.  Construction and production costs for the solar component are much more expensive than wind at this facility.  Scott Doyle told members to expect news of a highway cleanup soon.  Jackie Spoon announced calendars from the Lab of Ornithology are available in the mail folder and from her.  Also, dead trees are good for screech owls and woodpeckers, so property owners shouldn’t always rush to take them down.  Kenny Christianson announced an Energy $mart meeting on Friday, 2 PM, at CCE.     

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:06 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on April 12, 2006

