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Welcome New EMC Member from Dryden!!

Submitted by Heather Filiberto

The Town of Dryden is appointing a new representative to the EMC – please welcome Stanley Marcus. 
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Paper or Plastic?  No Thanks!

Submitted by Heather Filiberto

It has been estimated that stores in 
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this country dispense nearly one 

plastic or paper bag per person, 

per day. That’s about 100,000 

bags per day in Tompkins 

County alone. Despite the recycling 

efforts of many green-minded folks, most of these wind up in landfills or incinerators and an appalling number of the plastic ones wind up loose in our environment. The bags aren’t free either. Each bag costs the store owner 5 to 10 cents, overhead costs that are added to the prices we pay for goods. 
To reduce natural resource consumption and promote environmental awareness, the EMC launched a bag-less shopping campaign in 2005 offering re-usable plastic shopping baskets and sturdy canvas bags for sale. 

Shopping with a re-usable bag or basket is a great way to avoid using any bags at all. The basket is also handy in many ways that you wouldn’t expect at first blush. Like carrying multiple items to and from your car. Just use your imagination!

Bags and baskets are available for just $8. I will bring a few to the next EMC meeting, if anyone is interested in purchasing one there, or you can always contact the Planning Department at 274-5560. Spread the word!
Energy Committee Report

Submitted by Kenny Christianson
The Energy Committee met on March 13.  We continued our discussions about the County employee energy program and a media outreach campaign to make the public aware of the County's energy reduction efforts.  A subcommittee has been meeting with the County Personnel Department to develop a plan to help County employees reduce their energy use both at work and home. 

Members of the committee continue their outreach efforts with the Tompkins County Energy Partnership (as per last month's resolution) and the Tompkins Renewable Energy Education Alliance to explore avenues for energy reduction among County institutions and residents.

Earth Day Committee

Submitted by Steve Nicholson
Earthday is on Sunday, April 23, at the Farmers Market, noon to 4 PM. The EMC display will focus on the change to Article IX of the Tompkins County Sanitary Code that extends the prohibition of burning household rubbish to the entire County. Dioxin man will attempt to use a burn barrel, but is likely to be chased down and handed educational materials by Environmental Health officials. Also on display will be wind maps of the County, and our model wind ordinance. The shopping baskets and bags will be on sale, and will be featured as prizes for the Re-fashion design contest, and as a raffle prize, filled with local food provided by Greenstar Co-op. 

I will be looking for a few EMC volunteers to help out. A sign up sheet for booth sitters will be passed around at the next EMC meeting.
more News! (
Air Quality Committee

Submitted by Glynn Bebee
The EMC Air Quality Committee has remained active well into 2006, having recently held a meeting on March 27th.  Where last year the focus of the committee was the adoption of a new County policy regarding residential waste burning, this year activities have focused on research and partnership as the end goals themselves.  

Working with Cornell's Environmental Risk Analysis Program, Tompkins County Solid Waste, Tompkins County Cooperative Extension and others, plans are being made to survey local farmers with the goal of better understanding the challenges farms face relating to plastic products.  We can't simply look to the past for help in managing plastics on farms...in recent years plastic products have appeared in record numbers, uses and types.  Though they bring many advantages, they also present a potential environmental nightmare when burned as opposed to being collected and recycled, or better yet reused.
In April a collection of farmers from the community will be surveyed by a team that includes EMC Air Quality members.  It's hoped that the information gathered will guide new efforts in the coming year, including the possibility of forming a pilot program for actual plastic collection in Tompkins County by Fall of 2006.  But to do that we'll need a baler... Plans have been set to host a visit and demonstration of a "Big Foot Baler" the week of August 7th, in conjunction with the Empire Farms Days.  

Though many people have baled plastics with conventional farm equipment, some are working to produce special balers for plastics which would allow faster baling with increased safety to farmers.  Some might even allow the baling of diverse plastic types.  By participating in this demonstration, the Air Quality Committee hopes to contribute in the selection of the best baler possible for Tompkins County farms.  

Balers are needed to make storage and transport of plastics more economical. If handling plastics is not economical, then it'll end up like all the glass and metal cans of years ago, left somewhere in piles on almost every piece of occupied land in America.  Even worse, we'll be burning and breathing it. By the end of 2006, the EMC Air Quality Committee hopes to better understand what farmers need to make the proper handling of plastic as easy and carefree as possible.  


Website Committee

Submitted by Keith Epstein
The website committee is working on creating web pages for every committee.  The content for the pages will be created by each committee, and the website committee will be making the final web pages.  So, committee chairs - please keep working on putting together some content following the templates that were emailed to you.  We are also expanding the "members" section of the website to include more detail about our members.  If you would like your information to be published, please email it to Mike Miles at michael@windymiles.com.

No Committee Report (Did Not Meet)

Environmental Review

Invasive Species

UNAs and Green Corridors

Cayuga Heights Seeks SEQRA Comments

Submitted by Roger Segelken
A 30-day SEQRA (State Environmental Quality Review Act) public-comment period began March 30, 2006, for the proposed addition of phosphorus filters to the Village of Cayuga Heights Wastewater Treatment Plant. About 85 percent of the $1.4 million project — to install a fabric filter media tertiary treatment facility — would be covered by the NYS Clean Water/ Clean Air Bond Act of 1996.  Permanent installation of the phosphorus filters would require the addition of a low-profile, roofed structure at the plant, which primarily serves the  Village of Cayuga Heights, as well as  parts of other sewer districts under the Intermunicipal Wastewater Agreement. Results of a pilot study with similar filters, conducted at the plant by engineers from Stearns & Wheler LLC, are supposed to be available to the public before the end of the comment period. The SEQRA “long form” for the project is available at the Village Clerk’s Office in Marcham Hall.  Lead agency for the project is the Village of Cayuga Heights Board of Trustees. At a March 20 public hearing on the project, no opposition was voiced. 

Upcoming EMC meetings!

April 12th at 7:00pm

May 10th and June 14th
At the Transit Center

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com
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