Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

May 10, 2006

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Dan Lamb, Michael Miles, Ashley Miller, Steve Nicholson, Emily Rochon, Cindy Schulte, Roger Segelken, Larry Sharpsteen, Jackie Spoon, Gary Stewart, Roger Yonkin

	Excused:
	John Dennis, Bob Roe, Larry Sallinger, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore

	Absent:
	Amy Chaffee, Jim Dennis, Scott Doyle, Neha Khanna

	Associates:
	Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer

	Visitors:
	Sharon Anderson, Lora Hine

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:06 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda --  Michael Culotta was not able to attend tonight, and Lora Hine is here talk about dredging in his absence.  

Approval of Minutes – Two changes were made to the draft minutes of 4/12, and Ashley Miller’s attendance was changed to “excused”.  The final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Ethanol and Biodiesel Production in NYS – Frank Proto, in his capacity as the County Legislature’s representative to the Ag & Farmland Protection Board (AFPB), invited the EMC to co-sponsor a resolution encouraging the State to continue to examine alternative fuels.  Tompkins County has 60,000 acres of active agricultural land, and approximately 30,000 of fallow ag land.  This is an opportunity to put fallow land back into production, preserve open space, and provide crops that can convert to fuel.  Jackie Spoon heard that a production facility might be built in Cortland County, and suggested Frank contact SUNY Morrisville about their plans to convert corn and soybeans, both crops that can be obtained from local farmers.  Larry Sharpsteen said he would love to see this in Tompkins County, and mentioned there is a plant in Montezuma, with rail and road access, that was used for converting corn to corn sugar.  Dan Lamb said small scale biofuels are not efficient, and suggested finding out about the business model from SUNY Binghamton.  Jackie said SUNY Binghamton also has a workshop coming up this summer for teachers.  Some members also thought switch grass has potential, and Frank said that is part of Cooperative Extension’s research.  Steve Nicholson is preparing a PowerPoint slideshow on ethanol for EMC. He does not recommend supporting corn-based fuel  Larry said corn can provide a triple whammy, as the kernels can produce ethanol, then the waste and slurry both can decompose to produce methane.  Emily Rochon suggested including language in the resolution encouraging energy efficiency, because we need to consume less as well as explore alternative fuels.  In an informal poll, the majority of members showed interest in acting on a resolution when it is finalized by the AFPB.  

Need for Dredging in the Cayuga Inlet – Lora Hine was present from Leadership Tompkins’ community action team.  The team has chosen dredging for their community project, which includes examination and problem solving.  They are partnering with the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network to garner more public interest and debate in this issue.  The NYS Canal Corporation said the inlet is not a high priority (last dredged in 1982).  The Army Corps of Engineers is responsible for the flood control channel (last dredged in 1999).  The City of Ithaca is responsible for dredging of some tributaries.  The Waterfront Trail Plan mentions need for dredging and possible sites for spoils.  Lora seeks advice on raising awareness.  Sedimentation is a natural process, which humans increase.  The Army Corps of Engineers is concerned about sediment blocking the proper function of the flood control cannel.  Karen Edelstein pointed out that the current issue of The Ithaca Times featured an opinion piece that argued that lake level, which is controlled at the lake outlet, is what affects flooding along the inlet.  Deepening the inlet, the writer reasoned, will not lower the level of water, which is not impounded, and, therefore, equal to that of the rest of the lake.  Lora and others were not sure, but thought that the inlet might be higher than the rest of the lake during floods.  Roger Yonkin explained the use and function of the dam south of the flood control channel, how any spot that is dredged to the lowest point in the area will fill in quickly, and his opinion that dredging is no longer a control for flooding in Ithaca.  Roger also pointed out the spoils are biologically sterile.  It is difficult to find a location for the dredge spoils.  In 1988 spoils were dewatered and trucked to Buttermilk Falls State Park for the ball fields, then covered with topsoil.  Emily Rochon pointed out that if there are heavy metals in the spoils, they shouldn’t be re-introduced into the lake.  Lora said the City is trying to address the dredging issue, and the Leadership Tompkins team is trying to increase awareness.  Herb Engman suggested she share some of the comments made by EMC members tonight with her team, and pointed out that EMC wanted a wetland created the last time dredging occurred, but couldn’t work it out.  Wetlands might be possible if discussed in early stages.  Members suggested interacting with the Stormwater Coalition, learning about stream buffer ordinances, making sure highway departments learn to seed ditches properly, interacting with highway superintendents who are trying to meet NYS stormwater regulations, and seeking organizations who might use the spoils for clean fill.  

Municipal Reports – Village of Groton:  Jackie Spoon will report at another date.  Village of Lansing:  John Dennis was unable to attend tonight.  City of Ithaca:  Glynn Bebee reported on development projects reviewed by the Conservation Advisory Committee, and said he is trying to get more information from the Mayor’s office and Michael Culotta on a regular basis so he can provide better reports.  On a personal note, he is considering using some family money to design affordable housing, and he seeks input from members.  Cindy Schulte said people are interested in green building if banks would work with them and the design process wouldn’t delay the project.  Heather Filiberto spoke of the $125,000 cap in the County’s First Time Homebuyer Program, and the Planning Department is discussing expanding the program to include new construction.  This week’s Real Estate journal only had 8 homes in the program price range.  Other suggestions included checking municipal ordinances for cluster housing, looking at towns with no zoning, watching out for cheap land in locations that lack transportation and infrastructure, and talking to the Solar Decathlon team at Cornell.  

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson attended a meeting on the Cornell Transportation GEIS 5/1.  5/2 he attended a meeting concerning the possible use of eminent domain for the Waterfront Trail, where about 25 people spoke in favor of the trail, and about 10 were opposed.  The City Attorney is preparing information on proceedings, but the City prefers to negotiate with the businesses.  5/9 Steve and some other EMC members toured the Maple Ridge Wind Farm on Tug Hill.  It currently has 120 turbines, and will continue construction until there are 200.  This is a $400 million project with a 4 to 7 year payback.  Sound was described as soft waves, and soothing.  The utility has a payment-in-lieu-of-taxes agreement with the municipalities, turbines are bonded for decommissioning, and development included a preliminary bird and bat mortality study.  U S Fish & Wildlife Service requires a three-year bird mortality study from the date of active use.  Towers are 410 feet, which is under the migratory path.  Steve will attend a Biodiesel fundraiser on 5/14 at the Haunt.  The group is buying a building on Cherry Street to produce biodiesel fuel.  Glynn is designing the interior of the Green Hub for Sustainable Tompkins.  They may develop an innovation center, too, and extend the green corridor to Inlet Island.  The Sustainable Tompkins meeting 5/11 will have John Bosak speak on disaster management plans for energy emergencies.  Steve was proud to announce that EMC currently only has three vacancies.   
Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto announced the DEC annual update will be held 6/19 in Albany.  EMCs and CACs attend for discussion of current issues with DEC staff.  Steve Nicholson will be attending and offered to carpool, so interested members should contact him.  This year the Ithaca Festival will have a sustainability fair, and Kenny Christianson is interacting with them for EMC.  The first public meeting was held by TCPD for the Natural Features Focus Areas, and upcoming meetings will be 5/22 and 5/23.  TCPD is also developing a Scenic Resources Inventory, and will have a public meeting on 6/8 from 5:30 – 7:00 PM.  A stakeholders meeting will be held 5/24 on the Housing Needs Assessment, at the Public Library at 6:00 PM.  A new membership list was distributed.  Boating regulations and paddling/rowing pamphlets developed by the Water Resources Council were distributed.

Legislature Liaison Report – Jim Dennis was not present.

Member Items – Kenny Christianson seeks volunteers to help at the sustainability fair of the Ithaca Festival on 6/4.  Karen Edelstein announced NYSERDA is holding five workshops on wind energy for NYS teachers, one of which will be held in Ithaca on 7/11.  She will send contact information via email.  Referring to the UNA committee report in the mail folder, she pointed out the protocol for changes/additions to the UNA Inventory was draft by previous committee members.  Herb Engman announced Solid Waste is now accepting sneakers for recycling into track surfaces.  Concerning the Energy Committee report in the News, the zoning laws are better described as incomplete.  They only mentioned roof top photovoltaic units, so the new freestanding arrays need to be written in.  The Town of Ithaca is considering restricting size to match household use, and probably will require a variance for front yard installations.  Stan Markus said the Town of Dryden is drafting an ordinance for wind turbines.  They will probably limit size, but it might not be linked to output capacity.  The Town Board might have the right to restrict placement based on “general neighborhood character”.  Ashley Miller referred to the article in the mail folder about Lois Levitan, and said the Air Quality Committee will be working with Lois to survey farmers in New York about their disposal methods of agricultural plastics.   

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on July 12, 2006

