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Website Committee

Submitted by Keith Epstein 
The website committee is working on scanning and uploading documents from the EMC library, and converting the UNA document to a web-readable format.  No major developments to report on either front.  As always, if you have any comments or suggestions about the website, please let us know.

Energy Committee

Submitted by Kenny Christianson
The Energy Committee met on May 14.  Arel LeMaro reviewed the activities of the county's Sustainability Committee.  The interdepartmental committee has been busy organizing itself and developing possible proposals.  Arel reports that there is a good deal of enthusiasm among county employees for the project.

The Johnson Controls energy improvements have been succeeding more than expected.  Initial estimates show an average 14% electricity savings and 30% natural gas reductions among county buildings since implementation. 

The county plans to hire an intern this summer to monitor our greenhouse gas emissions as proposed in the Local Action Plan. 

The Energy Committee will not meet on June 11 as scheduled.  The next meeting will be on Tuesday, July 10 at 5:00 p.m. in the Old Jail small conference room.
No Committee Report Submitted
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Town of Newfield Report

Submitted by Cindy Schulte
Comprehensive Plan update

The Newfield Town Board is building an application packet for people interested in applying for a position on the Town Planning Board. The Application packet should be finalized mid-summer for use by the end of summer. In addition to the application, a “Code of Ethics”, mandated training requirements, and training opportunities are expected to complete the application packet.

Public Hearing on local Annual Stormwater Report

No comments were received from the public on Newfields’ Annual Stormwater Permit Report. The annual report has been submitted to NYSDEC on time.

Vernal pool and Wetland Construction project

On Thursday, May 24th, Melissa Yearick and James Curatolo from the Upper Susquehanna Coalition (U.S.C.) gave a presentation of their Wetland construction programs to the Newfield Town Board and some private landowners. These 100% funded programs are in place to assist local municipalities and private landowners construct wetlands and/or vernal pools on their property. The goal is to lead by example, as a municipality, in preserving water quality through wetland construction activities...especially if the funding sources are avaliable that remove local matching fund requirements. We hope that private landowners will join us in this partnership. We learned that increasing the wetland percentage by just 5% can slow the water flow by as much as fifty percent; a very effective approach at preserving water quality. Fifteen people attended the presentation, and the Town is in early planning stages of partnering with U.S.C. in constructing some vernal pools on municipal owned land that will be used to create a Town park. In addition, it is hoped that the project could include educational programs and 

more News! (
opportunities for the school science classes and expose the students to the importance of wetlands early in their educational career. The overall project scope is to partner with and educate the Newfield community in ways they could help preserve local water quality by slowing down the flow of water from the hills in Newfield into the already labeled “impaired” Cayuga Inlet as well as the Susquehanna Drainage Basin. More to follow!

Water Quality Monitoring in Newfield 

On Saturday, May 19th, 2007, the Newly formed Newfield Volunteer Monitoring group (N.V.M.G.) conducted their first sampling event. In an effort to comply the New York State Department of Conservation (NY.S.D.E.C.)  Stormwater and Erosion Control regulations, Newfield has contracted to partner with the Community Science Institute to monitor and sample several water quality parameters. The primary contaminants of concern are Nitrate, phosphorous, and sediment, but other parameters are being monitored as well. Information on this program and other community monitoring efforts  around Cayuga Lake is available now at www.communityscience.org. This effort is an attempt to gain compliance with the NY.S.D.E.C. requirements that include Public outreach and education efforts as well as monitoring requirements that are expected to be in place January 1, 2008. The N.V.M.G. will be reporting the sampling efforts and results in their annual report expected to be submitted before September of 2007. 



Upcoming EMC meetings!

June 13th at 7:00pm

July 11th and September 12th
At the Transit Center

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com




























