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Air Quality Committee Report

Submitted by Glynn Bebee
The Tompkins County EMC Air Quality Committee did not meet as a group in May, but the agricultural plastics subcommittee did meet 

on multiple occasions for final training on administering the survey developed by Lois Levitan at Cornell.  

In May and June, subcommittee members will be scheduling and performing interviews with local farmers with the intent of helping to collect back-ground information on the use of plastics in local agricultural processes.  According to Lois, this effort to catalog local plastic use on farms is a pioneering effort performed in few other regions, if anywhere.

Coming months will hopefully include reengage-ment of the full Air Quality Committee to use this mid-year opportunity to step back and consider the overall air quality of Tompkins County.  The goal is to keep our list of local air quality dangers current and to plan and prioritize future efforts.  The public and general EMC are encouraged to offer suggestions about current air quality problems or potential new initiatives.

On a personal note from the committee chair, referencing the potential to address more and the most severe air quality issues, I have personal concern about the current and impending energy crisis and how the situation relates to fuel combustion activities.  With rising energy costs, the quality of our air is likely to decrease as corners are cut and less expensive fuels are substituted.  

Potentially hitting "closer to home" would be the inherent conflict between biomass combustion and clean air.  With biomass offering one of the best alternatives to higher energy costs, it makes sense for a group like the EMC Air Quality Committee to support education and develop-ment around the cleanest uses of our bountiful local biomass. 

The next meeting of the EMC Air Quality Committee is tentatively scheduled for June 26th at 12:00pm.  Contact Glynn Bebee at glynn@tdarchitects.com for more information or if interested in attending.
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Town of Newfield Municipal Report

Submitted by Cindy Schulte
The Newfield Water District II is coming along well (on time and on budget) and the Town is immersed in gaining compliance and establishing a Stormwater and Erosion Control program that is efficient, compliant, and fiscally prudent. Thats' it for Newfield.

Take the Pledge for Clean Water!

Submitted by Tania Schusler

The Pledge for Clean Water is an Internet-based companion of Smart Steps to Clean Water, a new publication available from the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network.  It's free – and easy – for anyone to pledge the steps they will take to protect our vital waters resources. Visit http://www.cleanwaterpledge.org/ to select the specific actions you will take in to keep our watershed healthy.  

Taking the Pledge for Clean Water is a way to have your contributions counted as part of a community-wide effort to protect water resources. The Pledge web site also provides resource links to help you become more involved with local watershed management. 

more News! (
Pledge participants residing in Tompkins County will receive a magnet in recognition of their contributions to keeping our waters clean thanks to funding from the Stormwater Coalition of Tompkins County.  The Pledge for Clean Water is a joint production of Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tompkins County, the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network and the Stormwater Coalition of Tompkins County, created with funding from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.

 Mysteries of the Inlet

Submitted by Heather Filiberto

After last month’s presentation and discussion about dredging the Cayuga Inlet, Roger Yonkin drafted an overview and explanation of the history, conditions, and issues with the inlet and flood control channel.  Copies of Mysteries of the Inlet will be available in the EMC Mail folder at the June meeting or contact Kathy Wilsea at kwilsea@tompkins-co.org to request an electronic copy.




Live Clean with New York Wind Power

Submitted by Heather Filiberto
What is it like to live near an operating New York wind farm? What can residents expect from the construction process? Why is wind farm development so important to upstate New York and the U.S.? The Alliance for Clean Energy New York recently released a series of dvd clips featuring first-hand perspectives from upstate New Yorkers about these and other important issues relating to wind power and renewable energy. Visit http://www.aceny.org/  to view or order copies.
Upcoming EMC meetings!

June 14th at 7:00pm

July 12th and September 13th
At the Transit Center

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com



























