
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the EMC General Meeting 
June 9, 2010 

 
Voting Members Present (13):  Clement Chow, Kenny Christianson, Brian Eden, Martha Ferger, Katie Kelly, 
Dan Lamb, Stan Marcus, Jim McGarry, Roger Segelken, Kristine Shaw, Helen Slottje, Gary Stewart, Eric 
VanEvery 
Voting Members Excused (5):  Sarah Adams, Eric Banford, Anthony Guarneri, Lucia Tyler, Roger Yonkin 
Voting Members Absent (2):  Spring Buck, Steve Nicholson 
Non-Voting Members Present (3):  Karen Edelstein, Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer  
Guests Present:  Katie Borgella, Jeanne Leccese 
Staff Present:  Kathy Wilsea 
 
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Roger Segelken at 7:04 p.m.   
 
Privilege of the Floor – Kathy Wilsea announced the birth of Scott Doyle’s daughter, Kellyn, on Monday, 6/7. 
 
Changes to the Agenda and Approval of Minutes – There were no changes to the agenda.  Karen Edelstein 
requested one change to the minutes under Committee Reports.  “Karen reported this is an important time to be 
working on the UNA, as it has been getting lots of attention at the municipalities in the last 18 months because of the 
interest in designating Critical Environmental Areas in response to threats from potential natural gas drilling in the 
area.”  Dooley Kiefer asked for clarification – did two letters of support go out regarding state legislation that 
would establish a moratorium on hydrofracturing in NYS until the EPA study is complete?  Letters were sent 
from both the committee and the Council.  Amended minutes were moved by Gary Stewart, seconded by Dan 
Lamb and passed by show of hands.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-
co.org/emc. 
 
2020 Energy Strategy – Katie Borgella, Principal Planner, and Jeanne Leccese, Senior Planner, were present 
from Tompkins County Planning Department.  The draft Strategy was provided to members with the agenda 
distribution.  Katie said she last visited EMC about two years ago during development of the Energy & 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Element of the County Comprehensive Plan.  EGGE included 17 action items.  
EMC and others encouraged interim strategies for reaching emissions goals.  It can be done!  But everyone 
needs to contribute toward the goal of cutting 277,512 metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions.  From the draft 
Strategy, Katie reviewed the wedges, commitments of the parties involved, actions underway and actions 
planned. 
 
In the discussion period, Gary Stewart said EMC can be more pro-active in making the public aware these topics 
are discussed at EMC, and that our meetings are open to visitors.  Eric VanEvery asked if B50 fuel is a real 
expectation.  Katie said the Planning Commissioner sees it on the horizon.  Peter Harriott said it would take all 
of our alternative fuels to create this mix.  Katie Kelly said it is anticipated more for farm machinery.  Stan 
Marcus asked if the Legislature has made a decision about assessment incentives for properties with individual 
power sources (solar, wind).  Dooley Kiefer said this is not up to the County Legislature.  The Assessment 
Department needs a history of homes sold with such equipment in order to make a determination, so it really is 
up to the market.  Gary Stewart asked how the strategy’s concepts are being shared and developed for local 
governments.  Katie said discussions occur at Tompkins County Council of Governments.  Tompkins County 
can only control Tompkins County’s actions, but will provide models and hope our success brings more action 
by others.  She sees other governments showing interest in energy savings, if only for budget impacts.  Martha 
Ferger asked about hiring of a staff person by the Town of Dryden.  Katie said a group of towns collaborated on 



a grant application to cover this staffing, and she expects programs and documents to be models and templates 
that will be shared.  Helen Slottje asked if the strategy only does calculations based on emissions in Tompkins 
County.  What about production?  She encouraged a life cycle examination.  Katie said there is no offset 
component in this plan.  ICLEI software was used, and it tracks energy consumed here.  AES Cayuga power 
goes into the grid, so doesn’t count in this model.  Brian Eden commented that the County obtains energy 
through MEGA.  MEGA has a contract with Integrys New York, a division of a Chicago-based utility.  Integrys 
generates 2.5 gimes as much electricity from coas as does NYSEG.  MEGA’s contract with Integrys expires at 
the end of 2010.  This provides an opportunity to encourage the purchase of electricity from less polluting 
generators.  Kenny Christianson pointed out, with the ICLEI model based on usage, we still track reduction.  
Peter Harriott stressed we need to stick to one basis, or we will have no comparison.   
 
Dan Lamb asked if cost benefits were estimated, and Peter Harriott said they are based on cost per ton.  Dan said 
we need to spell out the benefits so the community can recognize and embrace them.  Katie said the cost benefit 
is very fuzzy at this point.  Dan asked about the impacts of agriculture and lawncare.  Katie acknowledged we 
need to address agriculture, but right now are focusing on the largest emitters, which are buildings and 
transportation.  There is much to do, but this is considered achievable.  We will need to reflect within the ten-
year period.  Dooley said she prefers use of the term “eCO2” (carbon dioxide emissions).  Katie said “MtCO2e” 
(metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions) is becoming the standard as the field evolves.  For the 1998 inventory, 
we used “short tons”.  Staff also made a conscious effort not to use the term “adaptation”, as that deserves its 
own focus.  Dooley voiced continued objection to the temperature standards for buildings on page 14.  Also, 
there is no reference to wind farm development, like the Rancich project in Enfield.  Wind farms provide cleaner 
energy.  Katie said staff tried to keep the focus on a limited number of programs.  Rancich is a private project, 
and we can’t be sure at this point if it is moving forward.  Dooley also suggested including planting trees for 
those cut, and wetlands preservation. Katie said there is only a small section on sequestration, otherwise it was 
deliberately left out.   
 
Kenny said the ICLEI Local Action Plan goal was 20% reduction from 1998 levels by 2008.  It is a big step to 
get the community on board.  In the first pie chart, he pointed out the County share is not clear, and he would 
like to see that more clearly.  Katie said the County contribution is mostly actions by Solid Waste.  In the 
Strategy, staff chose to focus on the community.  Peter Harriott pointed out references to N2O should be NO.  
N2O is a greenhouse gas but one that is a result of agriculture. It should be further noted that NO is the greenhouse 
gas that is generated by power plants.  Stan asked how we can promote less lawn mowing, and Katie said that is 
an action item from EGGE being addressed by Cooperative Extension.  Stan pointed out we expect to lose lots 
of trees in the next ten years to invasive insects.  Katie responded that replacement trees grow more quickly, and 
this issue would be addressed in an adaptation plan.  Jim McGarry said the Community wedge on page 5 has a 
sizeable figure for local power generation.  Katie said that was aggragated by the provider.  She encouraged 
members to contact her with other comments and questions. 
 
Committee Reports – Communication:  Gary Stewart said they arranged the Ithaca Festival parade 
participation.  This committee will be sending out a request for nominations for the Transportation Initiative of 
the Year award.  Because they believe an open meeting should be held in a building that can be unlocked for the 
meeting, they are looking at other locations for meetings.  The East Hill Office Building is a possibility being 
considered.  Energy:  They met, but Steve Nicholson was not present to report.  Executive:  Roger Segelken 
reported they are planning a field trip for the July meeting.  Dan Lamb explained the 7/14 meeting will be held 
at Finger Lakes ReUse in Triphammer Mall.  Roger reminded committees that might use the Transit Center for 
meeting space before the Council meeting that they will need to make other arrangements.  Unique Natural 
Areas:  Karen Edelstein said she and Dooley met yesterday.  They will run some test cases through the 
amendment protocol.  They also discussed how to go about all the tasks they face in the inventory update. 
 
Quarterly Municipal Reports – Town of Caroline:  Steve Nicholson was absent.  Village of Cayuga Heights:  
Roger Segelken reported the deer remediation program is getting lined up for the environmental review.  The 
program will include sterilization and culling by bow & arrow with donation to food pantries.  Katie Kelly asked 
if a cost analysis was conducted.  Roger said it will impact taxes for property owners, and he feels the village 



government is paralyzed by protesters and not functioning well.  Kathy Wilsea passed on an old comment by 
former County Legislator Peter Penniman that automobile insurers might contribute to costs.  Dooley said she 
has reviewed the long form environmental assessment form, which is available on the Village’s website or from 
TCPD.  Roger said the deer are destroying native plants and the forest understory.   
 
Consideration of Leave of Absence: -- Roger Yonkin has requested a leave of absence due to health problems.  
This is available, per our bylaws, with no specific term required.  Dan Lamb moved to extend an open-ended 
leave of absence to Roger Yonkin, seconded by Gary Stewart and passed by unanimous show of hands. 
 
Other Reports – County Legislature Liaison:  Peter Stein was absent.  Dan Lamb commented on Peter’s 
absence, saying more interaction is desirable, and Gary Stewart concurred.  Chair:  Roger had no report.  Staff:  
Kathy Wilsea reported that Sirius wood wasps have been found on County forestland, and some red pine trees 
will be removed.  EMC received correspondence about renewing support of Environmental Advocates of New 
York so we can receive their newsletters and annual reports, and there was consensus to continue that.  EMC 
also received correspondence regarding renewal of our Adopt-A-Highway pledge.  Following discussion, it was 
agreed to continue with the cleanups.  The Planning Department has a volunteer student intern for the summer.  
She is from Kazakhstan and has an interest in protecting the natural resources of her country, which has a large 
oil and gas industry. 
 
Member Items – Eric VanEvery followed up on last month’s municipal report by informing us that NYSEG 
owns the railroad tracks near the park in the Town of Lansing plus ten feet on each side.  The berm that Roger 
asked about last month is a barrier for safety and also a way to store cleanup materials.  Brian Eden said the 
special joint committee of the Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Facility considered the Cornell vet school 
request to process incinerator waste.  They postponed action to July 14 and will provide for a public comment 
period.  He supports going forward under strict controls.  The facility is supposed to have an open house.  
Kristine Shaw announced the Town of Ithaca is having volunteers pull swallow-wort, an invasive plant, from 
land by the town water tower.  Dooley Kiefer said the DEC Commissioner has proposed a Climate Change 
Policy, which is available on the DEC website.  It’s worth looking at, even if to send a letter of support.  
Comments are due 6/11. 
 
Adjournment – Katie Kelly requested that members return chairs to the room’s original furniture configuration.  
The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Wilsea, Secretary, Tompkins County Planning Department 
 
Approved by Council on July 14, 2010 


