DRAFT – Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

June 13, 2007

	Present:
	Kenny Christianson, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Stan Marcus, Michael Miles, Ashley Miller, Steve Nicholson, Martha Robertson, Larry Sallinger, Cindy Schulte, Roger Segelken, Jacie Spoon, Gary Stewart, Lucia Tyler, Marisssa Weiss, Mark Whitmore

	Excused:
	Jon Baker, Glynn Bebee, Martha Ferger, Neha Khanna, Larry Sharpsteen,

	Absent:
	John Dennis, Dan Lamb, Bob Roe, Roger Yonkin

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Kiefer

	Guests:
	Tim Ashmore, Michael Culotta, John Rancich, Tom Shelley, Tim Woods

	Staff:
	Crystal Buck, Joan Jurkowich, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 7:03 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda -- There were no changes to the agenda.
Natural Features Focus Areas (NFFA) Update – Crystal Buck was present and provided a status report on NFFAs.  The draft Conservation Plan’s overall approach was provided with the agenda, and the 14 area plans are available on the Planning Department website.  TCPD worked hard to identify key areas and their needs.  At ten public meetings information was presented and input was requested.  Thirty-five priority actions have been identified for work over the next five years.  Potential action items that include partnership with EMC are: inventory and identify invasive species, develop a list of substitutions for plantings where invasive species can be removed, and work on the natural lawns and gardens campaign with Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tompkins County.  In response to member questions, Crystal said some locations are intentionally vague because the focus area involves private lands; the Natural Resources Inventory interactive mapping includes the NFFAs; parts of the Emerald Necklace still need connection; there are no major disparities between recommendations and local development rights; land protection efforts will involve working with interested landowners to secure easements or purchase property, rather than using eminent domain; “certified hunters” would be organized by the Federation of Sportsmen and involve hunters who are interested in hunting on private lands being matched with landowners who want their land hunted; and forestry district with tax relief for working forests will be researched.  Members also commented that Hog Hole needs protection along with neighboring DEC wetlands and grassland nesting areas; the nine primary benefits on page 2 should be in alpha order because otherwise they appear to be prioritized; there should be mention under water quality of watershed-wide initiative on water quality/drainage/stream channels and their function; there should also be note that highway departments need education about invasive species; and focus of acquisition/protection should be on areas that are experiencing development pressure and are currently for sale.  

Wind Farm Exploration – John Rancich spoke of his hope to develop a wind farm in the Town of Enfield.  Phase 1 would be 10 turbines on parcels he owns or leases on Buck Hill Road, and Phase 2 would be five turbines on Connecticut Hill.  He has been discussing Phase 1 with the Town, and public opinion appears to be 50/50.  Earliest construction could be 2009.  He tested wind speeds from November 2006 through April 2007.  A major transmission line goes through the area already, and his wind turbines would connect to the transmission line by underground hookups.  Among the neighbors who are opposed to the project, most are concerned with visual impact.  Town- and County-wide, support is about 95%.  Last week John attended a conference in California.  Other states are eagerly developing wind energy and international manufacturers want to move manufacturing to the US.  Following construction, turbines are low maintenance equipment with a free power source.  He has made a financial proposal to the Town of Enfield, but has had no response yet.  He also plans to build an education center that would be open to the public.  In response to member questions, John has not selected a product yet as there are many on the market and competition is strong; manufacturers say these products last 20 to 30 years, but John thinks more efficient products are coming within that timeframe, and some developers may want to upgrade; there are several technologies for blade positioning, the science of siting to prevent flicker, and use of new lighting that is less visible from the ground; John wants to compensate residents in a way similar to gas/oil leases, where all affected residents get income, and additional income for those who have equipment on their land; studies show no depreciation of land value; John is trying to work with th eTown so the Town and the County get benefits – maybe wind energy or carbon credits;  wind energy is profitable from the beginning, so it would be viable to turn it over to the town in ten years; if decommissioning were necessary, it would not have a large financial impact due to the salvage value of steel; his vision is to make the energy here and use it here; an Ithaca College study estimates 2 or 3 bird kills per turbine per year, which is much lower than from cats; some devices are available to defer bats; he expects hikers to welcome wind power; he would clear cut two acres per turbine and reseed as pasture; he expects Phase 2 to be easier to plan because Phase 1 will be so successful; he is discussing shareholders with his accountants and attorney, and has already had offers of millions of dollars for the sites; previous EMC minutes mentioned housing project and wind project may be overly optimistic, but John felt they go hand-in-hand.

Resolution Recommending County Support for the Enfield Energy Wind Project – Moved by Cindy Schulte, seconded by Stan Marcus.  In discussion, some language was amended.  Item passed by unanimous vote of members present (14:0).

[8:15 -- End of EMC business recorded by Secretary.]

Report from the Shopping Bag Action Group – Tom Shelley gave a PowerPoint presentation.

Municipal Reports – Steve Nicholson reported on the Town of Caroline and read a brief report provided by Larry Sharpsteen for the Town of Lansing.  

Other Reports – Steve Nicholson gave a Chair’s Report, Joan Jurkowich gave a Coordinator’s Report, and Martha Robertson gave a County Legislature Liaison Report.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on July 11, 2007

