Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

June 14, 2006

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Michael Miles, Steve Nicholson, Larry Sallinger, Jackie Spoon, Mark Whitmore

	Excused:
	Jim Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Emily Rochon, Cindy Schulte, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann

	Absent:
	Amy Chaffee, Ashley Miller, Bob Roe, Roger Segelken, Gary Stewart, Roger Yonkin

	Associates:
	Dooley Kiefer

	Guests:
	Katy Nicholson

	Staff:
	Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:10 p.m.  Steve introduced his niece, Katy Nicholson.

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda --  The presentation on ethanol was postponed to the fall because we didn’t have a projector.  There will be no reports from the Coordinator or the Legislature Liaison.    
Approval of Minutes --  The minutes were not addressed due to lack of a quorum.  

Municipal Report – Town of Caroline:  Steve Nicholson reported that the Town purchased the Midnight Sun property and testing revealed it is not a brownfield.  They did find an empty kerosene tank with no leakage.  The Town is creating a new committee, Energy Independence Caroline, to promote awareness and train for upgrades by working with the Cooperative Extension program.  One goal is to install wind turbines that can produce enough power for town residents’ uses, in the 4 to 5 megawatt range.  Infrastructure expense would need to include transmission lines.  Cornell University might partner in the project for the property they own in Caroline or by buying energy credits. 
Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson reminded members the DEC Update will take place next Monday.  He will be attending, and can carpool.  Steve was contacted by Onondaga County NYPIRG chapter about the Neighbor Notification Law, but hasn’t heard further.  Cooperative Extension of Tioga County is holding an Energy Exposition at the Tioga County Fair.  Any member willing to tend our wind power display can contact Steve.  The biodiesel fundraiser on 5/14 was fairly successful, and EMC had a table there and sold baskets and bags.  On 6/1 Erin Brockovich spoke at GIAC about the Emerson TCE spill.  The high amount of contamination caught her interest.  EMC had a table at the Ithaca Festival, with displays and sales of bags and baskets.  Dan Kwasnowski organized the Dryden Town Board and Planning Board for a tour of Steve’s house to see his wind turbine, and they had a solar workshop on 6/6, too.  Dryden is drafting zoning language that will permit wind turbines in the Town.  Next Month Jon Bosak of TCLocal will speak at EMC. 
Member Items – Scott Doyle reported that the last Adopt-A-Highway cleanup had 8 or 10 people and was very productive.  He will plan another date later in the summer.

Committee Reports – Steve asked for reports from committees that did not submit articles to the EMC News.  Invasive Species:  Because they have trouble scheduling meetings, Jackie Spoon has suggested an on-line reading group.  Anyone interested should contact her at jcs93@cornell.edu.  Herb Engman said his neighborhood is fighting garlic mustard and suggested an Op-Ed in the Ithaca Journal.  Mark Whitmore said swallowroot and giant hogweed are also species the public needs to learn about.  Steve Nicholson said he is seeing tent caterpillars on the east side of the county.  Mark said forest tent caterpillars are coming into a superbug phase.  Contiguous forests contribute to rapid spread, and last year’s drought means our forests are weak.  Infestation is extensive east and north of Tompkins County.  The recent wet, cool weather should help cut population growth for next year.  Members of the public have been asking about spraying, but Mark said the product for tent caterpillars is tricky and he doesn’t recommend it.  The DEC has a great website with photos and a question and answer board.  Energy:  This committee did not meet.  Environmental Review Committee:  Mark Whitmore is serving as chair.  They will be meeting twice this month to talk about the Lucente subdivision near Sapsucker Woods and the Airport obstruction clearing.  Herb Engman suggested using the Privilege of the Floor segment of the Town of Ithaca Planning Board meeting to state their position on the Lucente subdivision, since it is partly in a UNA.  UNA and Green Corridors:  At their next meeting they will talk with Ed Marx about protocols for modifications of UNAs.  Website:  They are still seeking member biographies.      

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on July 12, 2006

