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Website Committee

Submitted by Keith Epstein
There have been no major upgrades to the EMC website recently, but it is now time to update our current issues section.  The status of the open burning project has changed, and we are working on many new projects.  So, committee chairs - please send me a few paragraphs describing what your committee is working on and we'll get it online. Also, let me know if you have any suggestions for the website.

Garlic Mustard:  Worse Than We Thought

Submitted by Ashley Miller
Invasive species---non-native organisms that begin to displace indigenous species---are everywhere. In Tompkins County, one of the most pernicious of these uninvited guests is garlic mustard, a 2-3 foot plant with a cluster of small white flowers most noticeable in the spring. 

Invasive plant species can damage or eliminate natives by overwhelming them and then taking over. Garlic mustard does this, but scientists from Harvard have discovered a far more lethal trait, according to a recent article in the NY Times (May 2, 2006.)

Many plants make use of mycorrihizal fungi, which form an elaborate network of filaments throughout the soil. These fungi are a diverse group, but they all have one thing in common: they help plants take up nutrients from the soil, obtaining carbon in return.

Garlic mustard produces chemicals that have antifungal properties. The researchers found that sugar maple and other hardwood seedlings grew much slower when soil came from an area infested with garlic mustard than from a mustard-free area. They believe this is due to the destruction of the mycorrhizal fungi by garlic mustard and could have a tremendous impact by changing the composition of woodlands.
Upcoming Sustainable Tompkins Events

Submitted by Steve Nicholson
Bioregional Boatride July 9

Sustainable Tompkins and EcoVillage at Ithaca invite you to the first Bioregional Boatride on Cayuga Lake

on Sunday, July 9th, from 4-6pm. Come learn about the bioregion of Cayuga Lake along with renowned 

interpreter Tony Ingraham and a team of people from the week-long EcoVillage at Ithaca "Sustainable Communities" training. This fun and educational 2-hour excursion, supported by the "Floating Classroom" and Tiohero Tours, will link an experience of the lake, its living systems and its health with the long-term wellbeing of the communities tied together in the Cayuga Lake Watershed. What is so special about our lake, our watershed basin  and our bioregion, and how can we make sure it regenerates instead of declines? 

To explore these questions while enjoying a lovely summer afternoon boat cruise, reserve now with Elan Shapiro at 607-275-0249 (leave message); seating is limited so reserve early. Sliding scale fee is $10-15; the boat leaves from the dock adjacent to Castaways on Inlet Island off Route 89. 

Local Foods July 13

Sustainable Tompkins invites you to their monthly networking and learning gathering on Thursday, July 13 from 6:00 to 8:30 at Cooperative Extension on 615 Willow Ave. We'll begin with a potluck dinner -if you bring a favorite dish (and recipe) with primarily local, seasonal ingredients, you may win one of a number of prizes as one of the group's favorites!  At the same time, we will have a networking circle  - for sharing what our interests or involvements are with personal and/or community sustainability.

Our presentation on Local Foods will be given by Lael Gerhart , a community food educator with Cooperative Extension, and a team of people doing innovative projects - with fraternities, restaurants, low income families, and more - to promote local foods.   What's so important about local foods and how can you help support this key to community sustainability?  Come find out and expect to participate in an engaging and inspiring evening.

Our next meeting date is July 12th
7 PM at the Transit Center

Then take a break!  

EMC will not meet in August.
---

Members: Notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com
More!  (((

Rain Garden Demonstration Project In the Town of Newfield
Submitted by Cindy Schulte

Subject: Rain Garden Training- A joint project of the Town of Newfield and the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network, open to any Tompkins County resident

Date and Time: 9:00AM – Noon on Saturday, August 19, 2006 at Newfield Town Hall

The demonstration garden will capture rainwater from impervious surfaces and retain it on the property in order to increase aquifer recharge, and decrease overland flow and the movement of any contaminants such as eroding soil.

To Register: Contact Kathy Crance, Newfield Town Hall, 607-564-9981, or the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network at 607-532-4104, before August 15, 2006

Sharon Anderson, Watershed Steward, will cover the what, why and how of rain gardens.  Participants will then help plant a rain garden.  Bring work gloves and a trowel if you have them.  In case of rain the indoor portion of the program will still be held.

A rain garden is a landscaped depression that captures rain from a downspout, patio or other surface impervious to water. It holds a few inches of water after a storm for a maximum of two days, too short a time to breed mosquitoes. The rain soaks into the ground where it can replenish drinking water wells and streams. Compared to a conventional patch of lawn, a rain garden allows about 30% more water to soak into the ground. Rain gardens also add beauty, provide habitat for butterflies and birds, reduce flooding, and protect streams and lakes from pollutants. Rain gardens are being used successfully in other areas of the country. For example, Kansas City, Missouri has a goal of 10,000 rain gardens.   (see photos below).

Example of a rain garden designed and created by Sharon Anderson on her property.
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This rain garden was sited to capture runoff from a garage roof that otherwise ran down a driveway to a road ditch. After siting, the interior was dug to have a flat bottom with a depth of 8 inches, before planting in fall 2005.



[image: image3.png]



The rain garden, spring 2006, blends into the existing landscaping.  The plants tolerate a) being inundated with water for a day or two until water percolates, and b) average dryness between storm events. (Barn is behind the photographer.)

This program made available in part by the Town of Newfield, the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network,

and through the NYSDEC Water Quality Improvement Program.
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