Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

July 12, 2006

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, Jim Dennis, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Michael Miles, Steve Nicholson, Larry Sallinger, Cindy Schulte, Roger Segelken, Jackie Spoon, Roger Yonkin

	Excused:
	Karen Edelstein, Ashley Miller, Emily Rochon, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann

	Absent:
	Amy Chaffee, John Dennis, Bob Roe, Gary Stewart, Mark Whitmore

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Kiefer

	Visitors:
	Jon Bosak and Bethany Schroeder of TCLocal

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:07 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda --  There were no changes to the agenda.  
Presentation:  Relocalization – Jon Bosak spoke of the efforts of TCLocal.  This group aims to make Tompkins County aware of the need to work toward developing the ability to provide our own goods, services, and energy because of the anticipated fossil fuel depletion and climate change.  Food, water, heat, employment and transportation will all be affected.  Oil prices will rise when the “peak oil” point is reached.  There is no expert agreement on timing, and no easy solution.  Jon stated natural gas is even harder to predict, and some experts say it will be a worse scenario than oil.  

TCLocal’s focus is not oil and gas supplies or climate change, but the economic effect.  Food production is based on mechanized farming, long-distance transportation, ammonia fertilizers, pesticides & herbicides, refrigeration, and irrigation.  These all require fuel or are petroleum byproducts, so prices will be affected.  The total economic effect will include more expensive food, reduced industrial mobility, increased need for water districts, and higher winter heating costs.  A financial and investment crisis will develop, unemployment will be widespread, the housing market will collapse, and the state and federal governments may not be able to help.  While this will look like an economic problem, there will be no economic solutions.  Jon’s decision tree for development of appropriate public policy included factors which would all lead to less use of fossil fuel:  reduction of greenhouse gases, war, economic collapse, supply disruption, catastrophic climate change, and oil use past the peak production point.  When we use less fossil fuel, society becomes local again, with focus on community, family, self-reliance, spirituality, simplicity, and ecological health.  This would be similar to life in the early 1900s, and TCLocal has a goal of helping us land there without getting hurt.  Objectives are to inform the community, build a database, create a plan for Tompkins County, and create a template for other counties.  

What individuals can do:  buy local; increase self sufficiency by composting, growing, getting out of debt, and working closer to home; get to know your neighbors; invest what you can in infrastructure to increase insulation, obtain alternative energy, and improve home maintenance and water collection systems; encourage others to learn about relocalization; and prepare for increases in food and energy prices.  What businesses can do:  understand the impact expected by high cost of fuel; encourage local agriculture; encourage local manufacturing; take advantage of our access to the canal system; consider Tompkins County’s hydropower potential; and consider opportunities to rebuild local retailers.  What local governments can do:  buy local goods; foster alterative energy through zoning, tax breaks, and development of hydropower; plan for a future with high fuel prices; start figuring energy descent and climate change into land use planning; and join TCLocal in detailed planning efforts.  What County government can do:  recognize the challenge of peak oil; download and study the Hamilton, Ontario Relocalization Plan (available on the TCLocal website); assign liaisons to TCLocal from County employees and EMC; and become part of the TCLocal advisory body.  TCLocal is a publishing project, with a website at http://ibiblio.org/tcrp/doc/project.htm.  Jon can be reached at bosek@ibiblio.org.  TCLocal has begun making presentations in the community by visiting EcoVillage, Green Star, Sustainable Tompkins, and the City of Ithaca Mayor and some Common Council members.  Dooley Kiefer suggested they contact the Chamber of Commerce, Rotary chapters, and Tompkins County Area Development.  

Responding to Member questions, Jon said automobile fuel economy has increased, but so has usage.  Land use regulations can help, but TCLocal still expects a shortfall in fuel availability.  Kenny Christianson commented that it is unclear if demand would have continued to increase over the past 35 years if fuel costs had increased, and Lucia Tyler added that there are more cars and people now.  Neha Khanna said she expects coal use to increase, and she doesn’t actually expect a collapse of the economy.  Jon agreed, but he thinks we’re way overextended even if the government institutes price controls and rationing.  Coal can’t power cars because it needs to be converted, and it currently is set up to create electricity.  Tompkins County also has much wood.  This is one of the best places to be to confront this problem.  Cindy Schulte pointed out government efforts are going regional and becoming very complex.  Jon said Tompkins County is out front on sustainability, and maybe local politicians can speak to the problems.  Kenny commented that Tompkins’ opinions are the minority in our federal and state districts, so our voice gets lost.    

Approval of Minutes --  The May 10th minutes were approved with one change, and the June 14th minutes were approved with two changes.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Municipal Reports – Town of Ithaca:  Larry Sallinger reported that the Town is accepting nominations for the Richard B. Fischer award.  They expect 41 views to be recommended for Town Board action as Scenic Resources.  Katie Borgella, from Tompkins County Planning Dept., gave the CB a presentation on the County’s Scenic Resources Inventory.  Public hearings will be held July 19th on the Lucente subdivision proposal, which has drainage, traffic and UNA issues, and the sketch plan for Ithaca College Admissions & Human Resources building.  The Town’s Transportation Committee has drafted maps of existing and future routes for bikes and pedestrians.  On timeline for fall Town Board action are the zoning for freestanding solar power installations and the ordinance for outdoor lighting.  Town of Ulysses:  Lucia Tyler said the big issue in Ulysses right now is the proposed water district, which was the topic of a public meeting on June 14th.   

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson announced information on the 2006 Conference on the Environment:  Journeying Upstream – Charting a Course for a Healthy Watershed.  This will be held October 13-15th in Chautauqua.
Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto announced the City of Ithaca has joined the Cities for Climate Protection and recently adopted a Local Action Plan.  A copy will be put in the Planning Department library.  The City is interested in coordinating some goals with the County, especially vehicle fleet, building output and developing a model for the community.  Heather has received a 2-page annual report on the Cornell University radiation and chemical disposal sites by the Airport.  She received email information on an upcoming demonstration tour of ag plastic baling equipment, which will be in Groton on August 10th.  DEC is revising solid waste rules, and the process is subject to public comment until July 31st.  She will ask for ERC review.  Smart Steps for Clean Water, a new publication of the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network, was distributed.  Copies of the Network’s 2004 publication, Issues in the Cayuga Lake Watershed, were also available.  ERC is planning a field trip July 24th to check tree obstruction at the Airport.  Members were encouraged to participate in the selection process for the County’s Scenic Resources Inventory.  EMC will not meet in August.  

Legislature Liaison Report – Jim Dennis apologized for missing the last two EMC meetings, which he said was because EMC meetings conflict with the Town of Enfield Board meetings.  

Member Items – Scott Doyle announced a highway cleanup 7/29 by the airport.  Cindy Schulte brought everyone’s attention to the article in the EMC News about the rain garden workshop at Newfield.  This project is part of the Stormwater Coalition’s public outreach and education requirement in the stormwater regulations.  

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:07 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary, Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on October 11, 2006
