Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

September 12, 2007

	Present:
	Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Keith Epstein, Martha Ferger, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Stan Marcus, Michael Miles, Steve Nicholson, Martha Robertson, Larry Sallinger, Cindy Schulte, Roger Segelken, Larry Sharpsteen, Jacie Spoon, Gary Stewart, Mark Whitmore 

	Excused:
	Glynn Bebee, Herb Engman, Ashley Miller, Marisssa Weiss

	Absent:
	Bob Roe, Lucia Tyler, Roger Yonkin

	Associates:
	Walter Buble, Dooley Kiefer

	Guests:
	Paul Curtis

	Staff:
	Joan Jurkowich, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 7:03 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda – Agenda item V (Recommendations for Reduction of Staff Time) was postponed, and will be back on the agenda after the Executive Committee meets.  
Cornell Deer Management Plan – Paul Curtis, Cornell Extension Wildlife Specialist, gave a presentation on a deer control concept for the main CU campus and the woodland and farm areas near campus.  CU started with a fencing plan for Plantations, which was not well received by the Forest Home neighborhood.  So CU moved on to a study conducted by the schools of Natural Resources and Veterinary Medicine.  The new concept involves an integrated approach of hiring a program coordinator, performing surgical sterilization, and hunting.  The core campus (two square miles) will have some fencing and use of repellants, but focus on capture-sterilize-tag-return to point of capture.  The “green zone” (four square miles, mostly east and northeast of the core) is woodland and farms that are targeted for controlled hunting, with archery and gun areas.  Hunters have the same hunting season and rules as already established by DEC, but CU hopes to institute a requirement of taking two does before a hunter can take a buck.  Most sterilization will occur in January, February, and March.  Repellant might be used in the summer months, and would consist of cloth sprayed with repellant tied to fencing of small plots.  Cornell has made a five-year commitment to this program.  In terms of sharing the concept, Paul said a similar program would only be of use in other communities that can dedicate resources to it and approach it as a long-term program.  

Policies and Procedures for Additions to the UNA Directory – Mark Whitmore reported the UNA Committee is trying to organize ways to implement changes.  The draft letter was not ready, but included for review.  Discussion included adding contacting residents who are not landowners, contacting landowners who do not reside at that address, inclusion of basic UNA information with the letter, and inclusion of conservation ideas.  Cindy Schulte moved to adopt the Policies and Procedures, which was seconded by John Dennis.  Further changes were proposed for language.  Larry Sallinger moved to table adoption until amendments were circulated for review, which was seconded by Larry Sharpsteen and passed by unanimous vote.  

Municipal Reports – Town of Lansing:  Larry Sharpsteen reported on the projects before the Planning Board.  The Town is taking over administration of International Salt Point, the State-owned north portion of Myers Point on Salmon Creek.  Costs have escalated for the sewer proposal, and Larry doesn’t see support for revival of a project that expensive.  Some private property owners are studying links with the Cayuga Heights and Town of Dryden systems.  Small local wastewater treatment plants are in disfavor with DEC now.  Town of Newfield:  Cindy Schulte reported that the Newfield Volunteer Monitoring Group began their sampling of the Cayuga Inlet with good results.  They plan to continue with sampling during a storm event.  The Town is seeking applicants for the Planning Board that is being instituted.  The Town has hired a consultant to develop a Town Park.  Joan Jurkowich announced a wind farm opponent is scheduled to speak at the Newfield Town Board meeting on Thursday, 9/13.  Village of Cayuga Heights:  Roger Segelken had no report.  Town of Enfield:  Mike Miles said the Town Board is still discussing the Rancich wind farm.  Lot-line setbacks are also under considerations.  He voiced concern about a septic system on a property along Route 227 being too close to a creek, and other members concurred that it is a poor situation.  

Approval of Minutes -- The minutes of July 11, 2007 were reviewed.  Neha Khanna will send her notes on questions asked during the Recommendations for Reduction of Staff Time, and that will be attached.  Minutes were accepted with that change.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson reported that he is running for Caroline Town Board.  He placed info in the mail folder on a health & sustainability conference on 9/15.  The Green Building tour will be held 10/6.  At-Large members Ashley Miller, Gary Stewart, Mark Whitmore and Neha Khanna are in appointments that will expire at the end of the year, and he encouraged them to apply for reappointment.  EMC has been invited to participate in America Recycles Day at the mall on 11/3, but there were no volunteers to work on a display.  Herb Engman is excused tonight, but sent a reminder that the Lake Source Cooling SPDES permit application for renewal was submitted last week, and EMC has to prepare to provide comments to DEC.  
Coordinator’s Report – Joan Jurkowich distributed copies of the Planning Department Annual Report and a new EMC membership list.  She reported that Kathy Wilsea will be present for entire meetings at least through the end of 2007, while TCPD considers transferring administration of PDEQ to another department and maintaining advisory board support.

County Legislature Liaison Report – Martha Robertson reported that Jon Bosak of TCLocal visited PDEQ this week.  A Task Force is being formed to organize a charge for EMC to examine peak oil planning.  PDEQ passed resolutions for PDR on two farms.  Ag & Farmland Protection Board reported to PDEQ on their survey of rural property owners, and she placed a copy of the report in the mail folder.  Action on the County Forest Management Plan was postponed until October due to the number of revisions subject to review.  The Route 13/366 Corridor Study is complete, and the Route 96 Corridor Study is beginning.

Member Items – Neha Khanna asked questions that led to discussion of regulations of recreational fires, barbeques, and trash burning.  Stan Marcus will arrange for a guest speaker on the Emerald Ash Borer.  Dooley Kiefer suggested that EMC review and comment on the current draft of the County Forest Management Plan, since it has been delayed in PDEQ.  ERC will address it.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at 9:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on October 10, 2007

