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Environmental Review Committee

Submitted by Mark Whitmore
The ERC has spent considerable time the past three months reviewing the Environmental Assessment of Mitigation of Objects Affecting Navigable Airspace at the Ithaca Tompkins Regional Airport prepared by C&S Engineers, Inc. The ERC has carefully reviewed the document and visited the sites under discussion in the document multiple times. The committee invested considerable time developing thoughtful com-ments on the preferred alternatives document. The ERC argued that the preferred treatments identified by C&S were far more costly in the short and long-term than necessary and guide-lines for long-term management of the obstacles, mostly trees, should be developed as a part of the project so that future management would incur minimal financial and environmental costs. In addition, the ERC found the issue of old forest trees in the Sapsucker Woods property to require special protection. It took C&S over a month to reply to our comments and they basically re-iterated their original position, in most cases not even addressing the scientific and economic validity of our arguments. They were also inconclusive about the Sapsucker Woods issue. 

The ERC has also been discussing the dog park issue, particularly at the Festival Lands property owned by the City of Ithaca. We are in agreement loose dogs may significantly impact the fragile Hog Hole habitat and nesting sites for shore and field birds as well as limit the recreational use of this scenically unique area. The ERC feels there needs to be a county-wide effort made to address these issues involving all stakeholders to create dog parks without additional degradation of habitat and to allow equal access for recreation. 

Upcoming EMC meetings!

Oct. 11th, Nov. 8th and Dec. 13th
At the Transit Center, 7:00pm
Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com
Green Buildings Open House

Submitted by Tania Schusler
SAT, OCT 7, 2006

Open House: 10 am-4 pm

Guided Van Tours: 12-4:30 pm

Guided Bike Tours: Call 272-2292 for details 

See firsthand how renewable energy and green building practices are at work in our area.  Homeowners and building managers will be on site to answer questions and describe their green building features - such as passive solar design, photovoltaics, wind power, salvaged and non-toxic building materials, straw bale construction, timber framing, masonry stoves, and more.

Members of the public can do a self-guided tour between 10 am and 4 pm.  Visit the Northeast Sustainable Energy Association website at http://www.nesea.org/buildings/openhouse for building features and directions or call 607-272-2292 to request a brochure with rough map.

Organized by the Ithaca Green Building Alliance and Cornell Cooperative Extension in conjunction with NESEA's Green Buildings Open House and the American Solar Energy Society's National Solar Tour.

Town of Ithaca Report

Submitted by Larry Sallinger
The open seat on the Conservation Board has been filled with the appointment of Mr. Chris Benedict.

A Sugar Maple tree was planted at Tutelo Park on Bostwick Road on September 20, 2006 to commemorate the awarding of the 2005 Richard B. Fischer Environmental Award to PRI / Museum of the Earth.  Nominations for the 2006 award are being accepted.  For more information, please contact Susan Ritter, Assistant Director of Planning, at 273-1747 ext. 127.

On September 23, 2006, the Town of Ithaca opened Tutelo Park at 151 Bostwick Road and welcomed home Tutelo, Saponi and kindred 

Continued (
people.  The event was sponsored by the Town of Ithaca, Wells College, Ithaca College, Cornell University / American Indian Program, the Multicultural Resource Center and the Tompkins County Strategic Tourism Planning Board.

The town is close to adopting a lighting ordinance and enacting a modification to the zoning law to more easily accommodate requests for the installation of solar panels.

Town of Dryden Report

Submitted by Stan Marcus
The Town of Dryden Conservation Board has been focused most recently on producing a Renewable Energy Ordinance that could be presented to the Dryden Town Board for consideration and, hopefully, approval.  Although the ordinance makes reference to other forms of renewable energy producers, such as solar panels mounted on either poles or buildings, geothermal heat pumps and biomass stoves, the bulk of the proposed ordinance relates to wind turbines.  The Dryden Conservation Board, with input from members of the Dryden Town Board and the Town Attorney, actually produced two different possible versions 


of the ordinance, but only one of the two was delivered (officially) and presented by Mary Ann Sumner to the Town Board for consideration at the September meeting of the Dryden Town Board. This version is available at the website, http://www.dryden.ny.us/lle2006.html .  There will be a hearing to discuss the ordinance on Thursday, October 5, at the Dryden Town Hall at 7:00 P.M.

The Dryden Conservation Board has also been considering writing a Dryden Conservation Areas Management Plan, reviewing the Open Space Inventory and the Riparian Buffer Ordinance, and updating the Zoning Code to be more in line with the Comprehensive Plan.

During the past summer, Dryden’s Environmental Planner, Dan Kwosnowski, with the assistance of two student interns, produced one new website (http://www.dryden.ny.us/environmental_maps/envrio_index.htm) that shows wetlands, unique natural areas, hydrography, and floodzones in the Town of Dryden, and the other (http://www.dryden.ny.us/Dryden

%20Trails/trail_index.htm) that shows trails available and being created in the Town.




























