Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

October 11, 2006

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, Jim Dennis, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Stan Marcus, Ashley Miller, Steve Nicholson, Larry Sallinger, Roger Segelken, Jacie Spoon, Gary Stewart, Mark Whitmore

	Excused:
	Scott Doyle, Karen Edelstein, Emily Rochon, Cindy Schulte, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin

	Absent:
	Amy Chaffee, John Dennis, Michael Miles, Bob Roe, Lucia Tyler

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Kiefer

	Visitors:
	Marissa Weiss, Matt (IHS student), Rick Manning, Norma Moores, Joel Zumoff

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:05 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda --  Heather Filiberto added discussion on the City of Ithaca dog park, which will occur after 8:30.  Other items were taken out of order because our speakers weren’t ready.   
Municipal Reports – Village of Groton:  Jacie Spoon said she has been attending meetings of the Village trustees, and a big topic lately has been the pilot program to decrease phosphorus release from the wastewater treatment plant.  The pilot program is complete, DEC did testing and inspections during the pilot phases, and a report is being prepared by the Village for delivery to DEC by 10/31.  This is a Type II SEQR action.  Infrastructure improvements are necessary, and they are exploring possibilities for financing.  The Girl Scouts had a tree planting project in the Village.  The Village received $200,000 from FEMA to help battle erosion on a Spring Street property, and have hired a contractor following a bid process.

Presentation:  Walkability Study Status Report – Rick Manning was present from Northeast Greenways, and Norma Moores was present from Stantec.  They have been working with Katie Borgella of the Tompkins County Planning Department on the study, which is an action item in the County’s Comprehensive Plan.  Funding is from a federal TCSP grant.  Two pilot neighborhoods were chosen: the Village of Trumansburg, and a neighborhood in the northeast part of the Town of Ithaca.  Information gathered will be put into GIS map format.  Rick and Norma provided outlines of the study areas on aerial photos.  Starting with Trumansburg, Rick said this is a community that does walk, but has some safety issues.  The first idea is to extend sidewalks from the Main Street Project to Seneca Road, then work on linkages from neighborhoods.  Slate sidewalks have broken down in some areas, so people pushing strollers or having impaired mobility still use streets for walking.  Consideration will be given to ways to make sidewalks safe in all seasons and whether shoulders should be paved.  Points raised in discussion included that TBurg crosswalks are “arrowed” (painted for identification), pedestrian “buddies” (moveable, upright signs) are shifted by police to slow traffic, Hanover NH has good examples of signage, slate from old sidewalks might be reset but is probably not smooth enough to meet ADA requirements, removal of slate by residents has not been blocked by the Village in the past, and they hope the survey will help develop recommendations for reduced speed zones.  

The Northeast area of the Town of Ithaca is very different from Trumansburg and has a dispersed pattern.  Triphammer has bike lanes and sidewalks.  Other roads are not wide, but intersections have wide radii, which created long distance for pedestrian crossing.  The neighborhood has nice connecting trails between streets.  Rick would like to see better routes to schools and a route around the periphery of the neighborhood.  In the eastern portion of the study area are straight streets that have recently been repaved, and there are speed issues.  Paved shoulders were recently added to Warren Road and are marked for bike and pedestrian use, but are not safe for pedestrians.  Points brought up in discussion:  the Town would likely be responsible for installing sidewalks in areas that never had any, steering committees helped provide information, there was outreach to schools, public meetings will be held 10/14, some negative reaction has been received in the Northeast study area, municipal regulations in place can determine where the Town can install sidewalks based on right-of-way, ROW may also be defined in deeds.

The survey tool for the public was reviewed.  It has an introduction, checklist of sidewalk/road conditions, questions about the environment and crossing areas.  Neha Khanna felt the survey was cumbersome and that would be a deterrent to completion.  She suggested interns be hired to gather specifics for the GIS mapping.  Neha also said it takes time to develop the good habit of walking.  Norma agreed and mentioned a public health study where, for six months, one control group worked with a personal trainer and another control group worked with coaches toward a goal of improvements to their everyday life by increasing their walking and fitness levels.  At the end of a year (six months of program then six months on their own), both groups had failed.  The walkers didn’t like their walking environment, so there is hope that improvements to infrastructure brought about by this study can lead to better activity.  Neha pointed out they are providing supply when unsure of demand.  Rick said TBurg has walkers in spite of the infrastructure problems, and overall expectations and vision show the survey instrument is critical.  Dooley Kiefer said the survey begins with a lot of educational information, which is valuable and would have helped when the County and the Town of Ithaca were trying to engage Hanshaw Road residents about infrastructure changes.  Roger Segelken served on the Northeast steering committee.  He said they felt the area is unusual in the range of services available and safety needs to improve.  Heather Filiberto provided postcards and flyers with information on the public meetings.

City of Ithaca Dog Park – Heather Filiberto provided some background, saying the EMC commented on environmental issues in 2001, and recently the City Common Council removed the leash law from the “Festival Lands”, which is an informal dog park.  Common Council member Joel Zumoff said many people get dogs because they can walk together.  All the land surrounding the Festival Lands is NYS Park property, and the Festival Lands have been a de-facto off-leash area for decades.  One marina customer complained a few years ago and began calling police, so tickets have been issued for City Court.  TCDOG has been organizing efforts for a park, and the Mayor set up a task force which recommended the leash law be rescinded on festival lands.  They felt NYS Parks could then be approached to expand the no-leash area onto parkland.  This has been controversial, as some people are afraid of dogs or feel parkland should be for all citizens.  However, the City has lands for people interested in certain activities (like pools, ice rink), and not all citizens participate.  The festival lands have no neighborhoods nearby that might be impacted.  The removal of the leash law is for one year (12/1/06 to 11/30/07) and only applies to City property.  The Board of Public Works has been charged with developing appropriate signage.  A recent complication is a proposal that the City swap the festival lands for one parcel owned by DEC on Inlet Island.  The City owns the rest of Inlet Island and has selected a preferred developer.  Jim Dennis said that although the property line is not clear, the marina has a border at the edge of the paved area.  Jim sees a clear problem with loose dogs continuing.  Joel said he sees a bigger problem to the north of the festival lands, toward Cayuga Lake.  

Herb Engman said EMC has a long-term background with the dog park issue.  In the 1990s, the City, NYS Parks and EMC created a master plan, which delineated bird areas and shoreline nesting habitat.  The City, NYS Parks and some individuals came up with a dog park proposal, which dog owners opposed because they though fencing would be ugly.  The next proposed site was opposed by dog owners as being too small.  Under either of these scenarios, they could have had a legal dog park for decades.  In 2001, EMC sent a letter to the Mayor and NYS DEC outlining concerns.  Herb recently sent copies of the letter again.  He feels environmental issues are being ignored.  An agenda item for the last Common Council meeting was to set up the City as lead agency, but that wasn’t done.  He is appalled and upset by action that ignores environmental issues.  Joel said one counter argument is that the land has been used off leash successfully for decades, and negative environmental issues would have been identified by now.   Neha mentioned that she has been harassed on the festival lands when she had her dogs leashed.  Dooley Kiefer asked if the City would be conducting environmental analysis of this action, and said any action government takes is subject to SEQR.  Joel said it could be looked at that way.  The City Attorney recommended that but Common Council chose not to act.  Steve Nicholson said he sees a need for boundary markers.  Heather Filiberto had some copies of the 2001 correspondence and EMC resolutions on Hogs Hole from 1989.  She expects ERC to address this issue.

Approval of Minutes --  The draft minutes of July and September were accepted with one typo corrected.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson is considering putting a link on the EMC website to the Ithaca Community News.  A committee has been formed following the collection of over one thousand signatures at the Apple Harvest Festival, called Help Save Sapsucker Woods, to ask the Town of Ithaca to reconsider the Lucente subdivision.  Steve attended PDEQ on 9/21 to provide an EMC update.  A highway cleanup will be held 11/4.  The NYS Association of EMCs conference is coming up this weekend.  Steve is running for treasurer, and will do a presentation on our bagless shopping campaign.  There was brief discussion on how more bags and baskets could be purchased and whether or not members are interested in continuing the campaign.  Heather will check to see if it is possible through the Planning Department again.  The EMC intern can develop an education campaign that does not include selling products.  TREEA is holding a conference on a utility scale wind turbine proposal for Connecticut Hill, and Steve handed out information.  
Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto said Steve Uzmann has signed up for an EMC table at America Recycles Day, 11/4, at Pyramid Mall.  She will send more info by email.  Last month, Cindy Seliger mentioned that John Andersson is drafting amendments to the Health Code re distances between wells and septic systems.  ERC will be reviewing those proposals.  The Executive Committee will meet at 6:30 prior to the next EMC meeting to prepare a slate for appointments.  She passed out information on upcoming Natural Features Focus Areas meetings being hosted by TC Planning Dept. 

Legislature Liaison Report – Jim Dennis reported the Flood Hazard Mitigation Program has been put back into the County budget for 2007.  Funding was also restored for the Health Department’s well water program, with mention that fees help offset expenses of the program.

Member Items – Dooley Kiefer mentioned there has been a demonstration at Target to try to get them to reduce the amount of PVC in their products and packaging.  Stan Marcus said the Town of Dryden passed their alternative energy ordinance, although some Conservation Board members felt it is unclear.  Roger Segelken said he is willing to work on an education program about new diesel idling regulations.  Jim Dennis asked if EMC would have any input into dredging plans for the Inlet.  Dooley said a committee of Water Resources Council is addressing dredging, and would welcome EMC members’ involvement.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on November 8, 2006

