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Volunteers Needed

The EMC's Bagless Shopping Campaign will partici-pate in America Recycles Day at the Pyramid Mall this Saturday, November 4th from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  We need volunteers to staff our table.  Bring a Bagless Shopping buddy and come on down for an hour, two hours, three hours, or more.  Any amount of time you can help out will be appreciated.

You do not need to own an EMC basket or bag to be a successful contributor to the campaign.  Do your part by jump-starting the efforts of others! Email Keith Epstein at keithepstein@gmail.com to sign up.  Thanks for your help!

Alternative Fuels

Submitted by Heather Filiberto
Frank Proto, in his capacity as the County Legisla-ture’s representative to the Ag & Farmland Protection Board (AFPB), attended the EMC meeting in May and invited the Council to co-sponsor a resolution encouraging the State to continue to examine alternative fuels. He reported that Tompkins County has 60,000 acres of active agricultural land, and approximately 30,000 of fallow ag. land.  Supporting alternative fuels could provide an opportunity to put fallow land back into production, preserve open space, and provide crops that can convert to fuel. The AFPB has since passed a resolution and forwarded it to the Planning, Development and Environmental Quality Committee of the County Legislature for consideration. The Committee requested support or comment from the EMC before acting on the resolution. We will be discussing the AFPB resolution at the EMC meeting on November 8th. 

Cayuga Lake Inlet Dredging

Submitted by Heather Filiberto
The City of Ithaca is considering dredging the Cayuga Lake Inlet and has applied for grant funds toward this objective. Because such dredging appears to fall within the purview of the County’s Water Resources Council and because aspects of this proposal are either vague or debatable, the Cayuga Lake Recreation Committee of the WRC will recommend to the WRC in November that an ad hoc committee be 

created to address this issue. The objectives of this committee would be to:

· interact with the City during the planning stage of this project,

· obtain information on the project and potential impacts to Cayuga Lake;

· determine the appropriate role of the WRC; 

· analyze components of the proposal and develop comments as appropriate for review and approval by the WRC.

If anyone is interested in joining the committee as a liaison to the EMC, contact Dan Karig at 277-3380 or dek9@cornell.edu.

Environmental Review Committee Report

Submitted by Mark Whitmore 

The Environmental Review Committee considered at its October meeting the recent decision by the City of Ithaca to allow dogs off-leash on the Festival Lands adjacent to the Treman Marina. Given the sensitive nature of the grassland nesting habitat on Festival Lands, the easy access to the Hog Hole UNA and State Park land where law requires dogs to be leashed and migratory waterfowl are common; the ERC strongly recommended that the Board of Public Works insist on a properly executed SEQR review before it attempts to promulgate rules and regulations to implement the City’s new change in its leash law. The ERC also recommended that the Board of Public Works require a fence enclosing any dog park on the Festival Lands.
Website Committee Report

Submitted by Keith Epstein

The website committee has been making sure the website stays up to date, but there have been no major changes.  We are planning to update the current issues section of the website, so we need some information from committee chairs.  If committee chairs do not send us some content, we'll pull what we can from recent newsletters.

Air Quality Committee

Submitted by Glynn Bebee 

During the October 11th EMC meeting concerns were raised regarding vehicle idling in Tompkins County.  Idling refers to the use of an engine and fuel even after a vehicle has stopped moving and is a common practice.  While some forms of idling are either unavoidable or have a minimal impact on emissions and/or fuel consumption, other forms of the practice are proven to produce severe problems.  These include health impacts from the operation of engines (particularly diesels) in close proximity to people and the sheer amount of fuel consumed by extended idling in the transportation industries as vehicles are used as accommodations when not on the road.

Prompted by these concerns, the EMC Air Quality Committee has agreed to research the issue and propose any suggestions that could help reduce the

practice of vehicle idling where appropriate.  This topic will be discussed at an Air Quality Committee meeting scheduled for November 8th at 12:00PM in the Old Jail conference room.  The public is welcome to attend.  Comments are also invited from those that can't attend either the Air Quality Committee meeting or the EMC meeting on November 8th and can be

forwarded to Glynn Bebee (glynn@tdarchitects.com), Air Quality Committee Chair.

For an introduction to the issue of vehicle idling in NYS, visit the following internet link hosted by NYSERDA:

http://www.nyserda.org/publications/09-06GuidetoDieselIdlingReduction.pdf
Walkability Study Gathers Input

Submitted by Roger Segelken, NE Steering Committee Member 
The TC Planning Department's Walkability Study of Trumansburg and Northeast Cayuga Heights-Town of Ithaca, as reported in the October meeting of the EMC, has entered the data-gathering stage. Following the original plan, the project depends heavily on input from concerned walkers in each of the study areas.  Steering Committee volunteers assisted professional planners by evaluating early drafts of the survey instruments and by leading familiarization walks of their communities. Half-day sessions in Trumansburg and Cayuga Heights on October 14 recruited more community members to survey walking routes of special concern to themselves and their families - by filling out survey forms, marking maps and submitting digital photos.

So far, the survey is accumulating information on walking routes followed by a variety of pedestrians: children walking to school, adults walking to bus stops, commuters, shoppers, and exercise walkers and runners.  Survey volunteers are asked for recommendations about changes that would remove impediments to walking, or improvements that might make the experience safer and more enjoyable.

Although the project contains no funding for capital improvements, recommendations will be in place when additional funding becomes available. Some recommendations will be relatively affordable, such as painting crosswalk markings at intersections. Others -- such as installation of pedestrian-operated crossing signals and construction of sidewalks -- are more costly. And they will require a commitment by municipalities to improving the walkability of their communities - as one step toward reducing the dependence on automobiles and improving the health of residents.

Town of Newfield Report

Submitted by Cindy Schulte

Newfield Water District II is in operation, approximately 20 households have hooked up for service; the sooner involved parties hookup, the better for the operation of the new district. Water quality issues such as air in the lines and consistent chlorine levels will improve as more residents connect to the system and operations approach system design and service standards.

The Town of Newfield, along with other MS4 communities, will be partnering with the Community Science Institute (C.S.I.) to help establish a volunteer Monitoring Group for the Cayuga Inlet. The program should be starting in early 2007. Any interested parties can contact either Steve Penningroth at CSI, 257-6606 or Cindy Schulte (seligerc@hotmail.com, 564-0258). 

A public hearing was held in Newfield for discussion on establishing a Planning Board; a vote is expected by the Town Board before January of 2007. 

The Towns of Newfield, Ulysses, and Caroline have together applied for a Shared Services grant for a feasibility study of creating a position for implementing and coordinating the program in our respective MS4 regulated communities. The goal of the feasibility study is to help provide funding for a shared stormwater position amongst the three municipalities. Thank you to Sharon Anderson, of the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network, for authoring and coordinating this grant application! Newfield is also continuing participation in the Tompkins County Stormwater Coalition through 2007, and again is applying for funding to cover program costs via WQIP grants. 

The Highway Department has applied, with the assistance of Craig Schutt at Tompkins County Soil and Water, for a grant to construct a salt shed. Since recent soil samples apparently reflect contamination of the soil in the area due to the salt being stored uncovered, this grant application is being made with hopes of not only diminishing the contamination of the surrounding soils, but also preventing any future contamination of nearby surface waters, creeks, and water supplies by storing the salt used for deicing roads in a covered, contained, salt shed. Thank you, Craig Schutt, for all your help!

Town of Lansing Report

Submitted by Larry Sharpsteen

Controversy continues regarding the sewer project, primarily due to what is perceived as a high cost per unit.  The Town Board is using the county planning commission to review the land use ordinance that the Planning Board has reviewed, updated and turned back to the Town Board for consideration. The comprehensive plan has likewise been updated and resubmitted to the Board. Both of these projects have been done since summer.



























