Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

November 8, 2006

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Michael Miles, Ashley Miller, Steve Nicholson, Larry Sallinger, Cindy Schulte, Roger Segelken, Jacie Spoon, Gary Stewart, Mark Whitmore, Roger Yonkin

	Excused:
	Jim Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Stan Marcus, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann

	Absent:
	Amy Chaffee, Emily Rochon, Bob Roe, Lucia Tyler

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Peter Harriott, Dooley Kiefer

	Visitors:
	Jon Baker, Candace Cornell, Martha Ferger, Stephen Wagner, Marissa Weiss, Adrian Williams

	Staff:
	Heather Filiberto, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 7:02 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – Candace Cornell and Adrian Williams spoke of their participation in Save Sapsucker Woods.  The final phase of a Lucente subdivision will put rental duplexes in the area of the Laboratory of Ornithology and have a heavy impact on the area.  The group feels the Town of Ithaca Planning Board approval was rushed through and the engineer’s statement on the Unique Natural Area was taken as fact.  They seek support for preserving the rare birds and wetlands.  Steve Nicholson said he met with the engineer to discuss the UNA and the Environmental Review Committee provided comments to the Town of Ithaca during the PB approval process.  He told the visitors that UNA designation is not regulatory.  Further comments may be organized by the UNA Committee, and the visitors will be informed of meeting dates for the committee.  
Changes to the Agenda -- Heather Filiberto asked to add review of a County resolution creating a sustainability team.  
Approval of Minutes -- The draft minutes were accepted with changes provided by Dooley Kiefer.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Review of Sustainability Team Resolution -- Heather passed out a resolution that was drafted by some County department heads for the Government Operations Committee.  It asks the County Administrator to appoint a team, which would develop an action plan for County departments.  There was general consensus to support the resolution.  Members chose to have the Chair write a letter of support, which Heather will deliver to GO on 11/15.

Discussion:  Support for Alternative Fuels Resolution from Ag & Farmland Protection Board -- Heather reminded members that Frank Proto visited EMC during the summer and EMC expressed an interest in co-sponsoring this resolution.  PDEQ has requested comments from EMC.  In discussion, several changes were suggested, in part because the missions of the two advisory boards differ, and it was agreed to use the amended document as an EMC resolution.  Resolution moved by Cindy Schulte, seconded by Kenny Christianson and passed unanimously.  (Attached.)  

Resolution on the City Leash Law Rescission for the Festival Lands -- Mark Whitmore said ERC reviewed the topic, provided written comments to the City’s Board of Public Works (copies in the mail folder), and drafted the resolution.  Herb Engman provided background and maps.  While the Master Plan, which was formalized in 1996 after many years in draft stages, was a cooperative effort of the City, the EMC, and State Parks, when the City rescinded the leash law for the Festival Lands they did not consult environmentalists or State Parks.  Herb stated EMC does not oppose a dog park if it is set up properly.  Herb stressed that it needs to respect State Parks.  Resolution moved by Roger Yonkin, seconded by Herb, amended and passed unanimously.  (Attached.)  Herb recently wrote a letter to State Parks, and will provide a copy for Heather.

Appointment of Nominating Committee -- Jacie Spoon, Kenny Christianson and Cindy Schulte agreed to serve on the Nominating Committee.  Their charge is to bring one or more names for Chair vote in December, and bring three or more names for Vice Chair vote in January.  

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson said the Executive Committee did not meet yet, but will be reviewing applications for membership.  Five persons have reapplied and three new persons have applied for at-large seats.  Heather reminded members that vacant municipal seats can be converted to at-large, one year at a time.  Steve attended the NYSAEMCs conference in Chautauqua.  The blizzard in the Buffalo area affected attendance, and the association will be reimbursing some people who had to cancel.  He reported at the conference on our bagless shopping campaign and set up an information table.  Mikel Shakarjian will continue as President in 2007, and Steve will serve as Treasurer.  The organizer of this year’s event recruited some sponsors who helped pay for many expenses.  NYSAEMCs has decided on an initiative to get NYS to support EMCs statewide with a goal of $1 million as a DEC budget item or Governor’s line item.  Sandra Steingraber will be speaking next Tuesday at the public library on environmental effects on children.  
Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto thanked Keith Epstein and Herb Engman for serving at our table at America Recycles Day.  They sold 11 bags and baskets.  Tompkins County Solid Waste is taking on the bagless shopping program, as it is within their mission.  The intern has been contacting retailers and preparing marketing materials.  Herb said questions that came up at ARD were: how much energy goes into making the plastic baskets, and are the canvas bags made of recycled fibers. 
Member Items – John Dennis said he has a neighbor who is studying the expected effectiveness of the Lansing pilot sewage treatment agreement.  It looks like the Town voters will defeat this project.  Analysis is showing it will be cheaper for the Town to have its own plant.  Glynn Bebee announced the Air Quality Committee is embracing diesel idling in a factfinding way.  He expects they will gather information for a few months.  Heather reminded committee chairs that the December agenda will have committee reports.  Steve Nicholson said he will be speaking tomorrow on more sustainable governments as part of the CAFÉ series.  

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at 8:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on December 13, 2006

(Bold wording shows changes from Ag & Farmland Protection Board’s resolution)

	RESOLUTION NO. 03-2006  -
	ALTERNATIVE FUEL RESOLUTION



WHEREAS, the U.S. economy in general and vehicle usage in particular are heavily dependent on petroleum, and 

WHEREAS, the current instability in many countries that supply oil to the U.S. market has had an adverse impact on our U.S. economy, and


WHEREAS, this economic impact continues to stress the American consumer as well as American business, and


WHEREAS, the situation can be addressed quickly by increased conservation practices and also addressed by higher CAFÉ standards and development of alternative fuels, and


WHEREAS, the opportunity to address this situation through alternative fuels has been encouraged by the U.S. government, and

WHEREAS, the increased use of annual and perennial crops as alternative fuel sources could encourage the economic development and sustainability of agriculture, providing an additional income source as well as additional employment, both directly on farms and indirectly in support industries in Tompkins County and nationwide, now 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Tompkins County Environmental Management Council supports those efforts examining alternative biofuel options and encourages our legislators at all levels, together with appropriate industry, agriculture, educational, and environmental representatives, to continue their review towards making such commodities practical fuel alternatives while protecting the natural and managed environments.

Date:  November 8, 2006

	Voting In Favor:  16   
	Voting Against:  0   
	Abstentions:  0        


	RESOLUTION NO. 02-2006  -
	RESOLUTION ON THE CITY LEASH LAW RESCISSION FOR THE FESTIVAL LANDS


Whereas, the City of Ithaca Common Council has voted to rescind its leash law effective December 1, 2006 for its Festival Lands contiguous with the Allan H. Treman State Marine Park, and

Whereas, no environmental review has been planned or conducted to determine the environmental impacts of such change of law, and

Whereas, Common Council has directed its Board of Public Works to determine the rules and regulations of off-leash dog usage of the Festival Lands, and

Whereas, dating back to 1970 the Tompkins County Environmental Management Council (EMC) has worked collaboratively with the City of Ithaca and subsequently with the Treman State Marine Park to establish grassland nesting areas on both properties, has designated the adjacent Hog Hole a Unique Natural Area, and assisted the State Park to establish its master plan which includes protection for the grasslands and the protected shoreline habitat, and

Whereas, the EMC is deeply concerned about the lack of SEQR review and the potential impacts of off-leash dogs on the grassland nesting areas on Festival and State Parks lands, the adjacent Hog Hole Unique Natural Area, human visitors to the State Park, and the migratory birds that frequent the shoreline habitat of the State Park, now therefore be it
Resolved that the EMC urges the Ithaca Common Council and the Board of Public Works to conduct a full environmental review of the action in accordance with state SEQR law, and

Further Resolved the EMC strongly recommends that any off-leash area be completely enclosed with a fence to protect the grasslands nesting areas, Hog Hole and the shoreline bird habitat.

Date:  November 8, 2006

	Voting In Favor:  16   
	Voting Against:  0   
	Abstentions:  0         


