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Call for Nominations

Submitted by Kenny Christianson
It's that time of the year again.  The EMC Nominating Committee is currently seeking nominations for EMC Chair and 3 Vice-Chairs for 2007.  Self-nominations are welcome.  To nominate a candidate, please forward the name of the candidate to one of the Nominating Committee members:

Kenny Christianson     kennyc@ithaca.edu
Jackie Spoon           jacie_spoon@yahoo.com
Cindy Schulte          cschulte@tompkins-co.org
The Nominating Committee will verify the interest of candidates.  The Chair for next year will be chosen at the December meeting, while Vice Chairs are elected at the January meeting.

You’re Invited . . .

The Tompkins County Water Resources Council expects to establish an ad hoc dredging committee in December or January.  Objectives of this committee would be to interact with the City during the planning stage of this project, obtain information about the project and potential impacts to Cayuga Lake, and analyze components of the proposal and provide appropriate comments to the City as approved by the WRC.  Lisa Nicholas, of the City of Ithaca Planning Department, will speak about dredging at the WRC December meeting.  That meeting will take place Monday, 12/18, 4:15 PM, at the Transit Center.  EMC members are welcome to attend the meeting, and/or join the dredging committee by emailing Kathy Wilsea at kwilsea@tompkins-co.org.  Committee meeting dates and times will be established by committee members. 



Energy Committee Report

Submitted by Kenny Christianson
The Energy Committee met on November 30.  Heather Filiberto reported on the County's sustainability efforts.  On November 21, the County Legislature adopted Resolution No. 198, "In Support of a Sustainability Program for Tompkins County Government".   The County Administrator will appoint a sustainability team, consisting of department heads, legislators, and others, to develop an action plan to promote sustainable practices in County government.  The EMC Energy Committee will assist through the monitoring of our Local Action Plan, which calls for a 20% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from 1998 to 2008.  Since we only have two years to go, we have to find out how we are doing.  We will also assist in researching and recommending County fleet policy. We also discussed ways to mitigate the recurring vandalism to the library solar panels.  There have been three separate incidents of vandalism from the parking garage, the latest incident breaking seven panels with beer bottles.  Arel LeMaro will meet with city officials to discuss possible remedies.  The County has not publicized this due to fear of copycats. The Johnson Controls contract is beginning to bear fruit.  Estimated energy savings for the County so far this year are a 22% reduction in natural gas and an 11% reduction in electricity use compared to the same period last year.  We will have a better idea of overall energy savings by the end of the year. The next meeting of the Energy Committee will be on Thursday, January 11, 2007 from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. in the Old Jail small conference room. Happy Holidays!
Continued (
Website Committee Report

Submitted by Keith Epstein
The EMC website did not undergo any major changes in 2006.  Early in the year, the website committee compiled short self-written biographies of EMC members and posted them on the EMC website.  The biographies help EMC members learn about each other, and help the legislature and public learn about the education, experience, and interest of EMC members.

The site was kept up to date with new meeting minutes, agendas, and EMC newsletters.  Presentations that were given to the EMC were posted on the website.  EMC events throughout the year were added to the past events section of the website.  Documents that were generated during 2006, including resolutions, were posted.

Late in the year, a campaign to update the current issues section of the website was started.  The initial plan was for committee chairs to write summaries of the projects that their committees were tackling.  Unfortunately, no committee chairs submitted reports, so the website committee decided to write the summaries, using information gathered from EMC newsletters and minutes.  As of December 2006, the writing of these summaries is ongoing, and is expected to be complete within the first quarter of 2007.
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New Law Takes Aim at Trash Burning

Submitted by Steve Nicholson
Burlington, Vermont - November 12, 2006

A new law will make it easier to crack down on backyard trash burning in Vermont. It was already illegal because it's bad for the environment, but the ban was difficult for the state to enforce. So now the new law allows local authorities to fine people caught in the act. Vermont is cracking down on illegal backyard trash burning. A new law will allow local authorities to also hand out fines. "For people to be dispatched out of Waterbury to travel all over the state isn't the most efficient way to do it - usually the first report doesn't come to the Department of Environmental Conservation - a lot of times it goes to the town clerk or the constable or the police department and now they will be able to take an action if they so desire - so that's a real advantage," said Vermont Environmental Conservation Commissioner, Jeffrey Wennberg. If you are caught burning trash in your backyard it will cost you up to 5-hundred dollars and you'll have to do some community service.
Upcoming 2007 EMC meetings!

January 10th at 7:00pm

February 14th and March 14th
At the Transit Center

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com




























