Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

December 12, 2007

	Present:
	Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Martha Ferger, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Stan Marcus, Michael Miles, Ashley Miller, Steve Nicholson, Martha Robertson, Cindy Schulte, Roger Segelken, Jacie Spoon, Lucia Tyler, Marissa Weiss, Mark Whitmore, Roger Yonkin 

	Excused:
	Glynn Bebee, Larry Sallinger, Larry Sharpsteen

	Absent:
	Bob Roe, Gary Stewart

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Kiefer

	Guests:
	Cliff Babson, Rick Hoebeke, Kariann Mackie-Cunningham, Amy Risen, Leslie Schill

	Staff:
	Joan Jurkowich, Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at 6:36 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda – Jacie Spoon asked to give a municipal report for Groton.  

Approval of Minutes -- The minutes of October 10, 2007 were accepted without changes.  Final minutes are available on the County webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Election of Chair for 2008 – Jacie Spoon, Neha Khanna and Marissa Weiss served on the Nominating Committee.  The only member who agreed to be nominated was Steve Nicholson.  Marissa moved appointment of Steve to EMC chair for 2008, which was seconded by Ashley Miller.  Dooley Kiefer moved to close the nominations.  Appointment passed by show of hands:  17 yes; 1 no; 0 abstained.

Golden Hard Hat Award – Item postponed until January, while the previous recipient searches for this treasure.   

Member Items – Joyce Gerbasi encouraged members to review the plan to rebuild Flamingo National Park following the hurricanes of 2005.    Joyce stays in this park during most of her winter trips to Florida.  Plan:  NPCA.org, submit comments: takeaction@npca.org.  Roger Yonkin reported that he has been working for six months on a report of alternatives to dredging.  He expects to have copies in book form to hand out at the January meeting.  In a quick sketch, he showed that the creeks, which were all rerouted by human intervention away from the former wetlands at the southern end of the lake, join Cayuga Inlet at almost perpendicular angles, which deposits sediment at the junctures.  Even if the Inlet were never dredged, the chance of flooding would never change.  If a channel from Treman Marina were built directly to the lake, that would allow passage for boats requiring deep draft.  Occasional holes could be dug in the Inlet with a crane, and sediment would settle in the holes.  With these actions, dredging could be eliminated.

Emerald Ash Borer – Cornell Professor Rick Hoebeke shared information on his 30 years of research on insects, including invasives.  He discussed historic and contemporary pathways of invasion, demographics of invaders, and examples.  Dealing with invasives is biological roulette, as we don’t know/can’t predict the path; three possibilities are that the species dies, the species takes hold/colonizes/reproduces with little impact; or the species spreads and becomes highly damaging.  By President Clinton’s executive order, an invasive is a non-native species that cause economic or environmental damage or harms human health.  Other definitions mention ability to displace native species and ability to cause damage to crops.  In 1993, over 2,000 invasive arachnids and insects had been identified, which makes them only 2% of the relevant species, but they cause 38 to 50% of crop loss.  Distribution is uneven because of the typical entry at international seaports, but also includes airports, train depots, and warehouses.  Modern agriculture and industrialization increased purchase of crops from overseas and led to the 1912 Federal Plant Quarantine Act for inspecting incoming stock, although this only constitutes spot checks at this time.  Current risks are nursery stocks, airline cargos, bulk freight containers, solid wood packing, unprocessed logs & timber, used tires, and ballast water.  

Prof. Hoebeke then focused on five species:  viburnum leaf beetle (very common in Tompkins County), Asian longhorned beetle, brown marmurated stink bug, sirex woodwasp, and the emerald ash borer.  The emerald ash borer is expected to be the next major invasive in the northeast, and 30% of New York’s hardwood trees are ash.  Some municipalities in other states are developing plans for their ash.  Systemic insecticides could provide prevention, but there is no hope for areas that become infested.  USDA is restricting trade with China to fumigate wood packing and create some lead time.  A proactive stance is needed, as losing ash also means losing flora and fauna that rely on ash for habitat.  Some municipalities are removing ash while it is healthy and/or planting other species.  

The Local Energy Action Plan – Leslie Schill, Senior Planner for Tompkins County Planning Dept., brought an update of the LEAP.  The document was created by an intern during the summer with help from the Energy Committee.  Leslie explained the improved Cities for Climate Protection modeling, whereby the data from 1998 was adjusted.  This led to documentation of higher carbon emissions for 1998 and changes in the reduction goal.  It also showed that Tompkins County is actually further from its goal than was thought under the previous model.  Building improvements; development of policies for waste reduction, surplus equipment, purchasing policy, and green fleet; and the Sustainability Team continue.  When 2008 data becomes available, a final evaluation will be calculated.

2007 Wrapup – Committee Reports – Education/Communication:  Ashley Miller read a report from Dan Lamb.  Early in 2007, the committee interacted with Marcia Lynch, the County’s Public Information Officer, and learned about better ways to get information out to the community.  The original committee chair, Scott Doyle, left EMC when he became a staff member of Tompkins County Planning Department.  In January, 2008, the committee expects to address more attention to public updates and reminders, and working on the shopping bag campaign.  Energy:  Kenny Christianson reported they worked with the Director of County Facilities to review sustainability project ideas, drafted the EMC resolution in support of the Enfield wind energy proposal, and assisted the intern who worked on updating the data for the Local Energy Action Plan.  

Addition to Agenda – Municipal report for the Village of Groton:  Jacie Spoon reported the Village will be signing a lease for oil & gas exploration.  Some parcels are being removed from the proposal so they can be checked for a backup water source.  The water works underwent “improvements” as dictated by DEC, and now iron precipitates and citizens find the water unpalatable.  The village is awaiting a SPDES permit for their wastewater treatment, and the permit will define the additives required for reduction of phosphorus discharge.  Coupons were distributed to citizens for obtaining compact fluorescent lightbulbs.  Jacie wondered how they are disposed of, and members said they can be taken to Solid Waste.  Village zoning laws are being rewritten.  The Village Board reinstated Jacie’s appointment to EMC and voluntarily offered to help pay for part of her trip to the Conference on the Environment.  Beginning in 2008, Jacie will represent the Village and the Town of Groton (she will only have one EMC vote).  She announced Fingerlakes Aquaculture has live talapia for sale.  

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson reported that At-Large appointments have gone through PDEQ and will go to the Legislature.  It is anticipated that all applicants for at-large seats will be appointed.  He thanked outgoing members Cindy Schulte and Bob Roe.  The County Clerk will attend the January EMC meeting to administer the oath of office.  Sustainable Tompkins has helped create a Cayuga Sustainability Council, which has a liaison seat for EMC.  Members interested in serving as liaison should see Steve.
Coordinator’s Report – Joan Jurkowich reported Planning Department and USGS staff will be making presentations on opportunities for aquifer studies in Newfield, Village and Town of Groton, and Ulysses/Trumansburg.  Aquifer studies can be conducted with cost sharing from the County’s capital program and USGS.  

County Legislature Liaison Report – Martha Robertson said PDEQ is considering term limits for advisory boards in order to allow new applicants to serve.  A countywide water & sewer study is being undertaken by IDA and the T C Council of Governments, and a grant application has been submitted for funding.  The County Legislature’s office is taking over part of the support of PDEQ, so more of Kathy Wilsea’s time can be devoted to EMC.  The sustainability policies that went out with the agenda have been approved by Facilities and Infrastructure, and are expected to go through Government Operations at the end of the week.  Comments on these policies can be emailed to Martha before Friday.  

Member Items – Following comments about disposal of compact fluorescent light bulbs, and questions about how they are manufactured, this will become a topic for EMC research.  Lucia tyler and incoming member Amy Risen volunteered to begin research.  Jacie Spoon announced the Conference on the Environment for 2008 will be held in Canton in the fall.  Dooley Kiefer suggested members check out storyofstuff.com.  

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at 9:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on January 9, 2008

