Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

March 10, 1999

Present:
Ed Cope, Barbara Ebert, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Bruce Johnson, Carolyn Long, Bob 

Roe, Larry Sharpsteen (arrived 8:40), Dick Taylor, Michael Lane

Absent:
Bob Beck, Donna Jean Darling, Kara Hagedorn, Lynn Leopold, Pat Meinhardt, David 


Weinstein, Bob Wesley

Associates:
Susan Brock, Dooley Kiefer, Kristin Rowles

I.
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Ed Cope at 7:10 p.m.

II.
Privilege of the Floor – none

V.
Chair’s Report – •  Ed reported that he had just come from 2 other meetings having to do with the EMC: the PIRE/EMC Working Group and the Executive Committee.  He said that the PIRE/EMC Working Group discussed ways to ensure that municipalities and the EMC communicate better in the future.  The next meeting will focus on specific proposals to make the EMC function better.  The Executive Committee also discussed these issues and plans to comment on any specific proposals at its next meeting in April.  

•  He also reported that he received a letter from Ms. Ronda Roaring, who lives in Spencer, who is concerned about the effect plans to control Catatonk Creek in Tioga County may have on the Danby Fir Tree Swamp.  Ed responded, thanking her and assuring her the EMC would watch this issue.

IV.
Coordinator’s Report – •  Katie said that during February she widely publicized the vacancies on the EMC.  She sent flyers to the press, libraries, municipalities, and other groups in the County to try and attract applicants.  She said that only one person applied, associate member Kristin Rowles, and that the Executive Committee followed the recommendation procedure for at-large members and will be recommending to the PIRE Committee that Kristin be appointed to the EMC.  She also said that six people (all former full EMC members) completed the associate member application and were approved by the Executive Committee this evening.  Bob Roe suggested that an EMC member should personally visit every town without an EMC appointment, to encourage them to fill the vacancies.  Katie offered to find out when the boards with vacancies meet and to put the information in the EMC News so that EMC members can come to the April meeting ready to volunteer to attend a board meeting.

•  Katie reported on the status of the 1999 tax foreclosure review of parcels.  There are five parcels that appear to contain significant natural resources.  The Planning Department is in the process of creating maps to help members of the UNA Committee and Finger Lakes Land Trust review the parcels to see if they should be withdrawn from the County auction in April.  She also said that she will be recommending to the Governmental Operations Committee that a 1998 foreclosure parcel located in the Caroline Pinnacles area be withheld from auction for one more year, since, after better communication with Robert Wesley a portion of it appears to be highly significant.  Another reason to withhold the parcel from auction is that the tax parcel lines need to be corrected.

VI.
Danby Community Center – Mary Oltz and Esther Dotson, members of the Town of Danby Building Committee, said that they wanted support and advice from the EMC regarding acquisition of a 50 acre parcel on Danby Road.  They would like to construct a community center on the land.  Freshwater wetlands and the Danby Fir Tree Swamp UNA (DA-2) lie on a portion of the property, but they estimate that there are at least 20 acres on which to build that wouldn’t affect those natural features.  They said that Robert Wesley has inventoried the plant life, Betsy Darlington visited the site and said that the Finger Lakes Land Trust will help them layout any nature trails through the wetland, and that staff from the Army Corps of Engineers and DEC have said they will visit the site in the spring to offer advice on protecting the wetlands and where the buildings, and possibly a pond, could be located.  They are not proposing any building construction in the wetland or UNA.  They said they would bring more concrete plans to the EMC when they are available.  The first thing they need to do is get a purchase offer signed, and then they will be working on grant-writing and fund-raising for the parcel.  They would like a letter of support from the EMC, stating the value of protecting the Danby Fir Tree Swamp, to assist them in obtaining grants to develop the project.  It was decided that the UNA Committee will comment on this and draft a resolution or letter for consideration at the April EMC meeting.

VII.
Report:  Board of Representatives Liaison – •  Mike Lane reported that the PIRE Committee is starting to have a regular slot on its meeting agendas for an EMC report from Ed or other EMC members.  

•  Mike said that at the last PIRE Committee meeting, they voted to have the County sponsor a grant application, under the TEA-21 Transportation Enhancement Program, for the Cayuga Nature Center to build a handicap accessible trail connecting the Black Diamond Trail to the proposed Cayuga Lake Scenic Byway.  

•  Mike said that he was making an effort to bring different Board members with him to EMC meetings to allow them to get to know the EMC and vice-versa.

VIII.
Committee Reports

1.  Unique Natural Areas Committee – Bruce Johnson said that he has nothing to add to the March EMC News report.
2.  Environmental Review Committee – •  Barbara Ebert said that the Committee followed-up on a recent announcement in the DEC’s Environmental News Bulletin concerning building a breakwall and backfilling behind it at Myers Point.  They found out that the project was put on hold because the applicants did not get the permits in time for construction this spring.  DEC personnel told her they would appreciate the EMC’s input on this project in the future, since it could have environmental impacts.  This may or may not be a Town project, as it was hard to tell from the documents provided.

•  Barbara said that the Committee has drafted two letters regarding water issues:  1) a letter to the EPA supporting their grant program for nutrient criteria development projects, and 2) a letter to the County Water Resources Council supporting the Water Quality Strategy Plan and offering suggestions in certain sections (e.g., clarify what organizations are proposed to implement the strategies outlined in the Plan).

•  Bob Roe added to the discussion of water issues that he is now the Chair of the County Flood Mitigation Oversight Committee (he is the EMC’s liaison to that group).  Applicants will have 60 days, instead of 30, to complete the application this year.

3.  County Towers Committee – Susan Brock said that a Public Safety Task Group has been formed to study the emergency communications upgrade.  Members are Susan, Barbara Blanchard and Lee Shurtleff.  They are charged with preparing an RFP, for the Public Safety Committee to review, to find a consultant to do an independent review of Motorola’s proposal.  She is encouraged by the way this is moving.  She asked EMC members if they’d be willing to identify existing towers and high structures in their communities, and got a mixed response.  She may bring this up again when they have a better idea of the criteria that would be used to identify structures.

Susan asked if anyone had specific recommendations on language in the RFP.  Suggestions included:  ask the consultants to explain what the County has to do under the FCC rules to maintain its emergency systems, opposed to what would be desirable to do; and ask consultants to explain the differences in frequencies in terms of quality of signals and number of towers required.  The main question discussed was whether the RFP should just review the work of Motorola and consider other tower locations and colocations, or whether it should ask a consultant to look at whether there are other options that would satisfy the County’s emergency communications needs.  Susan explained that she thought the committee would be reluctant to start over from ground zero on this project, but that she would express these concerns to the committee.  Mike and Dooley said they will speak with committee members, as well.  Both noted that there was no capital project delineated yet, and there is no deadline attached.

4.  Education Committee – •  Carolyn Long said that Ron Beloin is still working on adding material to the EMC’s web page.  There was some discussion about the need for the Invasive Species Subcommittee to prepare some educational materials about why each plant on the list is considered invasive and, overall, why invasive plants are bad for the environment.  Carolyn and Ed said the Committee will try and do something before spring planting season.  

•  Carolyn said that on February 18, the Ithaca Journal wrote a very good article about the EMC’s stand on Lake Source Cooling.  It was based on a letter she and Barbara Ebert wrote together.

•  In her role as EMC liaison to the Household Hazardous Waste Management Advisory Group, Carolyn announced that she just gave the Environmental Review Committee the SEQR documents on the proposed HHW facility.  She will work with that Committee on reviewing those documents.

5.  Environmental Directory Update Committee – Ed said there was no report.

6.  NESTS Study Committee – Herb Engman and Dick Taylor reported that they met with David Weinstein prior to the NESTS public meeting in February, and decided there were three elements of the proposed recommendations that they wanted to look at more closely:  1) the connector through Monkey Run, 2) greenways in the study area, and 3) the connection through Forest Home.  They left the public meeting thinking that there was a lot of support for mass transit and little support for a new road connector, and that there seemed to be a lot of problems with constructing a road wherever they decided to put it.  Dick said he’d like to see a regional transportation study done for truck traffic, and that he feels they should stop planning for new roads due to the land use problems associated with road development.  Herb pointed out that there was no mechanism in the plan to ensure that the municipalities involved will implement land use controls to protect land use in the vicinity of any new roads built.  He also said that there was an implied threat in the recommendations that if mass transit ridership didn’t increase, then roads will need to be built.  He does not want the plan to be segmented and stressed that all impacts need to be considered for the whole plan.

Larry Sharpsteen pointed out that there are valid reasons to build roads, and that not all the long-term traffic congestion problems will be solved by mass transit.  Mike said that he attended all four of the public meetings and that this last one was the first one where there was such strong support from the audience for mass transit.  He also pointed out that it was stated at the NESTS meeting that they will definitely not be recommending building a road corridor through Monkey Run.  He said that the final recommendations will be submitted to the client group at the end of March.

II.
Approval of Minutes – Once a quorum was seated, the February minutes were approved with the following changes:  1) section VII, paragraph 1 the word “cell” replaced with “County”; 2) section VII, paragraph 2, insert “David Weinstein asked for an update from the PIRE Committee’s group studying the EMC; Mike said it is still in progress.”; 3) section VII, paragraph 1, add “Susan Brock noted that it is a complicated legal issue”; 4) section IX, paragraph 1, insert “At the Public Safety Committee meeting, chairman Charles Evans established a subcommittee co-chaired by Barbara Blanchard and Lee Shurtleff to move this project along.”; 5) section X, paragraph 2 insert “(the Ithaca Journal receives the EMC minutes)”; 6) section X, paragraph 2 insert “Dooley Kiefer recalled that the Board of Representatives endorsed an application for grant money, but that this did not constitute blanket endorsement of the project itself, since no environmental review had been done.”; and 7) section X, last paragraph, insert “Ed asked if Mike Lane needs to see EMC comments on NESTS beforehand, and Mike said absolutely.”

IX.
Announcements

•   Dooley said that she gave the Environmental Review Committee a copy of the draft general permit regulations dealing with discharge from animal feedlots in NYS.  She asked EMC members to tell Barbara if they know of any feedlots in the area that would be affected by these regulations.

XI.
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Katie Borgella, AICP

Land Programs Manager

Approved by Council on April 14, 1999 _____
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