Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

April 14, 1999

Present:
Ed Cope, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi (arrived 8:20), Walter Groman, Bruce Johnson, Carolyn Long (arrived 8:20), Bob Roe, Kristin Rowles, Larry Sharpsteen,  Dick Taylor, David Weinstein, Michael Lane

Absent:
Bob Beck, Kara Hagedorn, Lynn Leopold, Pat Meinhardt, Bob Wesley

Associates:
Susan Brock, Dooley Kiefer

Guests:

George Totman, Michael Sandritter

I.
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Bruce Johnson at 7:13 p.m.

II.
Privilege of the Floor – Bob Roe said that he learned that the Town of Ulysses Board thought that they appointed someone to the EMC late last year, but they might not have filed the paperwork with the County Board of Representatives (BOR).  Katie Borgella will follow-up on the paperwork.

III.
Coordinator’s Report – •  Katie said that Kristin Rowels was appointed to the EMC by the BOR on April 6, and that Walter Groman has been recommended by the Village of Dryden, and the BOR will act on his appointment on April 20.  •  She passed around the February 10, 1999 EMC class photo and said she’ll put it in the archives.  •  She passed out a questionnaire from the DEC regarding recreational uses of the state forests and unique areas in Broome, Cayuga, Chenango, Cortland, Madison, Onondaga, Oswego, Tioga and Tompkins Counties.  •  She informed the group about a community assistance program through the National Guard called Guard Help.  This program was used successfully in the NY Pine Barrens to clear roadless areas of abandoned machinery, etc.  •  She announced a conference called “Water Quality in Upstate New York:  Keeping Our Ace in the Hole from Going Down the Drain.”  •  She passed around an article in The Nature Conservancy’s Central and Western New York Chapter newsletter honoring Bob Beck as the 1998 Friend of Land.  •  She announced a call for proposals for next year’s Conference on the Environment, to be held in Rochester.  •  She passed out the latest progress reports for Cornell’s RDS and CDS sites.

IV.
Chair’s Report –  Ed Cope and Dooley Kiefer reported on the work of the Cornell Community Waste Management Advisory Committee.  The group spent 20 months working on this issue and made final recommendations in June, 1998.  Since then the Cornell staff has changed and they’ve had to educate new people on the key issues involved.  There is once again talk about using an incinerator as an interim measure.  This interim incinerator would have pollution controls on it, which the present one does not.

V.
Board of Representatives Liaison Report – •  Mike Lane said that the Planning, Intergovernmental Relations, and Education (PIRE) Committee has started adding EMC reports to its monthly meeting agendas, and that Lynn Leopold reported at last month’s meeting on behalf of the EMC.  He used that information as part of his full committee report to the BOR.  •  He introduced George Totman, who is also a member of the PIRE Committee.

VI.
Water Resources Council Liaison Report – •  Kristin Rowles said that on May 26, the WRC is holding a public meeting on the water quality strategy plan.  The Environmental Review Committee commented on the plan already.  •  She said that there’s been a lot of discussion about the role of the Intermunicipal Organization of the Cayuga Lake Watershed Management Planning Project.  •  She announced several upcoming water-related conferences.  She said she’d appreciate help from other EMC members in attending the WRC meetings, which are at 2:00 on the 2nd Mondays of every month.  Please call Kristin if you are able to attend a meeting for her.

VII.
Discussion on Recruiting Municipal Members – •  Ed reported that the Executive Committee should soon be done interviewing applicants for the vacant at-large seats.  He encouraged members to attend a board meeting of the municipalities without EMC members, and pointed out that Katie put those meeting times and dates in the last issue of the EMC News.  Mr. Totman said that he would bring it up again in the Village and Town of Groton, but that they’d had a hard time finding volunteers for boards and committees.

VIII.
Report on Danby Fir Tree Swamp / Danby Community Center – Bruce Johnson reported that the UNA Committee looked over the community center proposal and wanted to look at the land during the growing season to better advise on placing the structure on the site.  Lynn Leopold is drafting a letter which is generally support to the proposal.  The letter will come to the full EMC before being mailed.

IX.
Committee Reports

1.  Unique Natural Areas Committee – Bruce said that he has nothing to add to the April EMC News report.
2.  Environmental Review Committee – •  Barbara Ebert said that the Committee was given the opportunity to comment on the Household Hazardous Waste Management facility’s environmental assessment form in advance of its distribution.  The main points covered were the need to address the fact that the area is prone to flooding, and that discrepancies in some numbers need to be rectified.  In general, the Committee expressed support for the project.  •  They began initial discussion of the Radiation Disposal Site’s Feasibility Study Report.  Since it is an advance copy with no deadline, they can review it over the course of a couple of meetings.  •  They reviewed the general SPDES permit for Confined Animal Feeding Operations and sent a letter of comments.  She noted that Larry Sharpsteen strongly disagreed with one of the paragraphs in the letter, having to do with minimum operation size.  •  She said that they have a full agenda for the next meeting:  1) continue studying the RDS report, 2) review the early project information from Public Works regarding the Renwick Drive bridge project (she requested information about the Renwick Slope UNA from the UNA Committee). and 3) review the advance courtesy copy of the Portland Point Site Development Report.

3.  County Towers Committee – Susan Brock said she didn’t have anything to add to her report in the EMC News.  She asked again for help from EMC members in identifying high towers and other structures in their communities.

4.  Education Committee – Dick Taylor said that no new work has been done.

5.  Environmental Directory Update Committee – Ed said that no work has been done.

6.  Executive Committee – Ed said they are refining the interview process for making recommendations on at-large members, and have developed a list of questions to ask, compiled a list of criteria by which to judge the applicants, and are comparing the applicants’ skills and knowledge with those of the current EMC.  Herb Engman asked that the skills and knowledge grid be distributed when it is complete.

6.  NESTS Study Committee – David Weinstein passed out two documents:  summary of NESTS Draft Recommendations from the NESTS website, and a petition and information from a group opposing the proposed roadway recommendation.  It was pointed out that these Draft Recommendations were from before the last public meeting, and they may have been revised since then.  David walked the group through the material, especially the draft recommendation to perform a feasibility study for a proposed roadway and to start acquiring rights-of-way for that road.  He encouraged all EMC members to look at the documents and give the committee feedback, additional information, and personal opinions as the committee develops recommendations for the EMC to review at the June EMC meeting.  It was decided that people from both sides of this roadway issue will be invited to speak at the June EMC meeting.  Mike urged EMC members to go beyond knee-jerk reaction to this important issue and to inform themselves on all aspects of this proposal before coming to a conclusion.  David stressed that the committee was gathering information on the issue at this stage and that’s why the material was distributed to EMC members tonight.

X.
Approval of Minutes – Once a quorum was seated, the March minutes were approved with the following changes:  1) section VIII, paragraph 2, insert at the end of the paragraph “This may or may not be a Town project, as it was hard to tell from the documents provided.”; 2) section VIII, paragraph 6, insert after the word Motorola, “and consider other tower locations and colocations, or” and insert at the end of the paragraph “Both noted that there was no capital project delineated yet, and there is no deadline attached.” 3) section VIII, paragraph 11, remove the words “like that” from the last sentence.

XI.
Announcements

•   Dooley said that on April 26 the League of Women Voters will be holding a forum to discuss the intermunicipal water supply and sewer work that is currently happening.  It will be a good opportunity to be brought up to date on these issues.  •  Carolyn said that applications for this year’s DEC environmental business awards are available.  She has copies if people want them.  •  Herb thanked Katie and Ed for their work on the 1998 EMC Annual Report and pointed out the amount of work the EMC accomplished during the year.  •  Joyce said that she spoke with Lee Shurtleff who said that he was concerned about the EMC being against the cell tower emergency planning project.  She tried to assure him that the EMC is not against it, but trying to encourage wise tower placement and colocation.  •  Barbara said that she got an email about a June conference, on the topic of water, being sponsored by the Cornell Center for the Environment.

XII.
Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted,

Katie Borgella, AICP

Land Programs Manager

Approved by Council on May 12, 1999______
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