Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

December 8, 1999

Present:
Ed Cope, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Herb Engman, Jean Foley, Joyce Gerbasi, Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Bruce Johnson, Lynn Leopold, Bob Roe, Kristin Rowles, Larry Sharpsteen, Roger Yonkin

Absent:
Walter Groman, Susan Kerns Robinson, David Weinstein, Bob Wesley

Associates:
Susan Brock, Dooley Kiefer

Ex-officio:
Michael Lane

Guests:
Kenny Christianson, Donna Connery, Elizabeth Cameron, Missy Globerman, Kate Hackett, Peter Newell, Tony Zarachowicz (term begins in Jan. 2000)

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Ed Cope at 7:05 p.m.
II. Privilege of the Floor – Introduction of guests. 

III. Chair’s Report –  Ed Cope reported that the Board of Representatives(BOR) passed the restucturing resolution,  allowing the EMC a minimum of 21, and maximum of 28 voting members. He felt this action illustrated the BOR’s support of the EMC as an advisory board. He thanked Mike Lane for his work with the PIRE subcommittee, which he felt helped to increase to the BOR’s support of the EMC. He added that many things were accomplished as a result of this process that will improve the EMC as a group, highlighting the communication guidelines. Ed also provided a summary of the new member recruitment efforts and the response.

IV. Coordinator’s Report – Mikel Shakarjian passed out draft text for the EMC webpage and the monthly reports from Cornell’s Chemical and Radiation Disposal Sites.

V.
Board of Representatives Liaison Report –  Mike Lane said appointments from municipalities have not been acted upon because they were waiting for the passage of the EMC restructuring resolution and a resolution outlining the staggering of terms.  Mike summarized his thoughts on the passage of the resolution and the work of the subcommittee. 

VI. Approval of the November 1999 Minutes – The November 10, 1999, minutes were approved with the following changes: (1.) section VI, sentence 6, remove “will be established in the capacity of a Vice-Chair”and replace with “will be a Vice-Chair.” (2.) section VIII, paragraph 2, sentence 8, change “provides the Town” and replace with “provides the State.” (3.) section X, paragraph 1, sentence 4, after “Each option was rated” add “in the Feasibility Study.” (4.) section X, paragraph 2, delete sentence 8, “The resolution asks that Cornell reconsider the ratings in all categories to determine if there are other options available.” (5.) section X, paragraph 2, sentence 12, change “Facilities and Infrastructure” to “Planning.” Delete “investigating” and replace with “interested in.” (6.) section XI, paragraph 2, sentence 9, add “Cornell-EMC”before “agreement for the LSC Data Sharing Group.”   Two abstentions, Ed Cope and Bruce Johnson.

VII. Committee Reports – 

UNA Committee- Lynn Leopold reported that the committee reviewed the draft Inventory, and submitted edits to the Planning and Information Technology Departments. Some of the draft maps did not have road names that will be included in the final document. Lynn said that staff time is limited, so the committee prioritized the edit work. She hoped a draft would be available in January. Members briefly discussed the distribution of the UNA document to municipalities and planning boards, and the possibly of providing an overview of the document for planning boards, in conjunction with the aquifer data.

County Towers-  Susan Brock summarized information from the consultant’s report, and a meeting she attended on November 23, 1999. Susan said the report concluded that the number and height of the towers proposed by Motorola, Inc. are necessary. The heights were determined by lowering each of the towers, one at a time, by fifty percent. The consultant did not attempt to vary the percentage, or try a combination of heights. Susan said there were some co-location possibilities, however each had some drawbacks. Some of the towers would need to be rebuilt to accommodate co-location and then may require lighting, while other co-location options may require a new tower constructed elsewhere, to fill a gap created by co-location. Co-location was determined by starting with the original placement of towers proposed by Motorola, removing each proposed tower, one at a time, and attempting co-location. Co-location sites on the Cornell Campus were not considered in the report. Only nine tower sites were evaluated. A tenth site will be established where the future 911 Center is located, however this tower was not considered in coverage analysis. Currently, 65% of the County is covered. The goal of the project was to increase the coverage to 95% of the County. No attempt was made to coordinate with adjacent counties or use microsites to enhance coverage. Susan read from a document that indicated the County is not bound by municipal ordinances regarding the height of towers. Susan said she is a member of the working group that will try to resolve issues regarding this proposal.  She suggested other members interested in working on this topic should contact her. 


Environmental Review-   Barbara Ebert passed around a draft list of questions regarding Cornell’s proposed radiation disposal site remediation plan. She incorporated questions suggested by members of the PIRE Committee (Planning, Intergovernmental Relations and Education). Barbara asked for an ad-hoc subcommittee to address water issues. Roxana Hewertson provided comments from Hal Craft regarding the letter sent to EPA on the University’s Lake Source Cooling project. The comments were not discussed.   

VIII. Election of Officers for 2000 –  

Nominating Committee- Bruce Johnson summarized the process used by the nominating committee to identify potential officers. Bruce said the candidate for EMC Chair is Susan Brock, and candidates for the three Vice-Chair positions are Herb Engman, Kristin Rowles, and Bruce Johnson. Bruce asked for final nominations from the floor. A motion was made to close the nominations, and the slate of candidates was accepted. Members voted unanimously for Susan Brock as the new EMC Chair.

IX. Appreciation  –  EMC members took a break from the agenda to share cookies and express gratitude to Ed Cope, for his long-term service and commitment to the EMC as Chair, and an active member of the group.

X. EMC Discussion –  Ed Cope mentioned the need to set up a new schedule for quarterly municipal reports at the EMC meetings, and the proposed schedule for EMC Updates to municipalities (March, June, September and November). All other items were deferred until the next meeting. 

XI. Adjournment –  The meeting was closed by Chair Ed Cope at approximately 9:05 p.m.

Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on January 12, 2000 _____
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