Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

February 9, 2000

Present:
Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Jean Foley, Joyce Gerbasi, Walter Groman, Bruce Johnson, Peter Newell, Stephen Nicholson, Kristin Rowles, Larry Sharpsteen, Roger Yonkin and Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
Herb Engman, Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Duane Randall, Susan Kerns Robinson, Bob Roe, Elissa Wolfson

Associates:
Hans van Binsbergen, Walter Buble, Dooley Kiefer 

Ex-officio:
Steve Maybee

Guests:
Ron Anderson (Mayor of Cayuga Heights), Doug Austic (Supervisor, Town of Ulysses) , Donna Connery (Cornell University Environmental Compliance Office), Ed Cope (Town of Caroline Boardmember), Kate Hackett (Tompkins County Planning Department), Joe Nolan, Mary Jane Porter

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Susan Brock at 7:05 PM.

II. Privilege of the Floor – Ed Cope spoke about the benefits of installing solar panels in the new County library. The Board of Representatives Library Construction Committee is considering the installation of solar panels and Ed encouraged the EMC to submit recommendations to the BOR Committee regarding this issue. Kenny Christianson announced a DEC public meeting to be held at the Greater Ithaca Activities Center concerning the remediation plan for the coal tar site.

III. Addition to the Agenda –   Susan Brock announced an addition to the agenda (after Committee Reports) to discuss solar panels for the new library. 

IV.
Approval of the January 2000 Minutes – The January 12, 2000, minutes were approved with the following change: (1.) section X, Committee/Liaison Positions, remove duplicate sentence between page break.

Two abstentions: Joyce Gerbasi and Barbara Ebert.

V. Jacksonville Update –  Mr. Doug Austic, Supervisor in the Town of  Ulysses, summarized the MTBE water contamination problems in Jacksonville. Originally, Mr. Austic said, the contamination was viewed as an individual, private property problem limited to the eight affected homes. Through the settlement agreement reached with DEC, Mobil purchased these homes and agreed to monitor the groundwater to characterize the plume and determine if the homes could be resold. In 1995, MTBE was discovered in the water supply of homes at new locations (outside the area covered by the original settlement). Mr. Austic said DEC has concluded that the “new” contamination is from a different spill, possibly attributed to the activities of the current vendor (i.e. refueling of the storage tanks, gas drips from customer vehicles), at the original spill location. Several homes outside the area of the original agreement are affected and bottled water is being supplied to those families. Mr. Austic said the current owner is considered the responsible party for the “new” spill, even if they are not at fault. DEC has tested the underground storage tanks on-site to determine if they are leaking and found no evidence. He said it is possible that the transfer lines are leaking. There is also the potential for continued contamination while the store is still being operated. DEC has taken over the water monitoring and maintenance related to the contaminated area. 

Mr. Austic said that the Town has been working with various agencies to examine ways to supply water to the area. Creating a water district is problematic due to the $525.00 limit on annual user fees. It was estimated that the average cost-per-user would be approximately $900.00-1,000.00 for forty years. Voters must approve the formation of a water district when annual user fees exceed the cap. Three attempts to gain voter approval have been unsuccessful. Mr. Austic said the Town is not eligible for low-income grants (the median income exceeds the limit) and it is not considered feasible to supply water from other local wells. A suggestion was made to redesign the parking area to contain any future fuel spills on-site. Chair Susan Brock thanked Mr. Austic for coming and offered the EMC’s assistance to the Town in the future. Members of the EMC Water Resources Committee offered to attend a community meeting regarding the water issues on February 16, 2000, to determine if the EMC could provide any assistance on this matter. 

VI. Coordinator’s Report – Mikel Shakarjian announced several meetings to be held concerning Cornell’s proposed Duffield Hall. The first meeting is a presentation on the project to the City Planning Board to be held on February 22, 2000, at City Hall. The second meeting is a scoping session to be held on February 29, 2000. She also said a positive SEQRA declaration has been issued and the tentative date for the scoping period to end is March 28, 2000. Mikel also mentioned that quarterly updates will be mailed out next month, and some members may be contacted for submissions to the 1999 Annual Report, due at the end of March.

VII. Municipal Reports –  Susan Brock mentioned that municipal representatives are required to report back to the EMC quarterly. This will be accomplished through two verbal and two written reports, submitted for the EMC News.

Town of Danby- Mikel read the Town of Danby Report submitted by Bob Roe. Bob wanted to thank the UNA Committee for providing the datasheets and maps for the UNAs in Danby. The information will be used in the Town’s comprehensive plan, currently being drafted. The Danby Planning Board is meeting with the DEC to pursue their involvement in the development of the State Recreation Master Plan, and to receive an update on its progress. In addition, a convenience store has been proposed in the Town. 


Town of Dryden- Joyce Gerbasi said she submits written EMC reports to the Town Board (conflicts with the EMC meeting). Joyce said a permit was issued for a storage unit on Freese Road where the owner had previously modified the landscape and filled ditches, resulting in off-site flooding. The permit was issued allowing the Town some control over activities and clean-up of the site. The Town has been examining the preliminary proposal to construct a 911-Center on Hanshaw Road and is concerned about the lack of existing water and sewer service in that area, the low level of development and potential for growth, if services are provided.  The proposed Varna II complex is the largest project the Town is examining (170 apartment units) and concerns include traffic, turning safety, possible on-site contamination, and downstream flooding. Residents in the Town are also concerned with the proposed north-south connector road (see NESTS study) through Ellis Hollow.


Town of Lansing- Larry Sharpsteen said that there are three days left on a thirty-day extension granted to the owner of a storage unit facility to clean-up the property. He said if the site is not cleaned up, the Town will consider purchasing the site to remediate and resell the property. The Town is also continuing to review its comprehensive plan and ordinances, and will review the new UNA 2000 document during deliberation. The Town is reviewing the “paper” roads proposed for future development.   

VIII. Committee Reports –  

Environmental Review- Barbara Ebert said that Cornell’s response letter concerning the Radiation Disposal Site Feasibility Study would be discussed at the next committee meeting on February 22, 2000, at 5:00 PM.  Barbara said the committee would also be reviewing the response letters received from EPA and DEC, concerning the EMC’s most recent Lake Source Cooling correspondence, and Cornell’s Duffield Hall project. Barbara also spoke about the petroleum contamination at the Widewaters Site, the remediation taking place, and DEC oversight. Barbara asked members to submit any comments they would like her to add to the committee’s comments being prepared on the dGEIS for Southwest Park, due March 17, 2000. 

Unique Natural Areas-   Bruce Johnson said the committee met and Bob Wesley offered to serve as a consultant for the EMC on any projects under review, not just UNAs. Bruce said the UNA presentation is scheduled for March 21, 2000, and Mikel is working with members to create a slideshow. The committee  discussed distribution of the UNA document, electronic copies and the availability of the information on the Internet. Bruce said many of the items require consultation with the County Attorney and are yet unresolved. Bruce also mentioned that the committee has decided to continue working during 2000 (rather than dissolve) on issues that have been raised as a result of producing the document.

County Towers- Susan Brock said the County is looking to release a request for proposals this summer, to get an idea of how much the system will cost for the County budget request this fall. Motorola had recommended that all the towers be guyed, whereas the recent proposal recommends constructing all self-supported towers. The County is planning to work with municipalities to comply with their review processes and the County has a group visiting all 16 municipalities to explain the project.  


Executive Committee- Susan Brock said that the Executive Committee discussed agenda items and decided to have action items on the agenda, rather than just static reports whenever feasible. Susan also announced the appointed spokespeople for various committees.


Education Committee- Stephen Nicholson said the committee has twelve members and formed five subcommittees. A UNA subcommittee will work with the UNA committee to help distribute the new UNA document and educate municipalities. A webpage subcommittee will work on issues such as posting information on the Internet and webpage maintenance. An environmental directory subcommittee will work on revising the 1996 directory and an Earth Day subcommittee is generating ideas for the EMC’s participation in the upcoming Earth Day activities. Stephen mentioned redoing the storm drain stencils (completed a few years ago by the City CAC) as an idea. An invasive species subcommittee will work on developing strategies for outreach and education on the harm of these exotics. The next meeting will be held on March 21, 2000, at 7:00 PM. Stephen welcomed any input related to Earth Day planning.


Water Resources- Dooley Kiefer said she, Peter Newell and Kate Hackett met and discussed coordinating with the Environmental Review committee and submitting comments for the Southwest Park dGEIS.


Water Resources Liaison – Kristin Rowles said that the PIRE subcommittee has developed recommendations for restructuring the County’s Water Resources Council. She said the proposal includes forming one group (instead of the current two-group structure) with membership based on interest group representatives. The EMC will not be guaranteed a permanent voting seat, however there is a voting seat for an environmental representative that could be filled by an EMC member. 

IX. Library Solar Panel Discussion – Stephen Nicholson discussed the proposal to install solar panels on the new library covered recently in the newspaper, and his own experience owning a solar home. He said he felt the investment and savings seemed accurate and the EMC should support this idea. Stephen drafted a “position paper,” that he read aloud, summarizing the long-term benefits of solar energy and cost effectiveness. Susan Brock said she had spoken with Jim Kazda, the County Engineer, who is preparing information for the BOR to consider regarding this issue. Mr. Kazda said he is open to input on this issue and help from the EMC. He provided Susan with a list of possible meeting dates when he could meet with members to help prepare for his next meeting with the BOR on February 15, 2000. Members discussed the importance of quantifying the economic and environmental benefits of solar power and unanimously voted to establish an ad-hoc committee to work on this issue. Committee members include Hans van Binsbergen, Dooley Kiefer, Stephen Nicholson and Peter Newell.

X. Announcements – No announcements.

XI. Adjournment –  The meeting was closed by Chair Susan Brock at approximately 9:13 PM.
Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on March 8, 2000 _____
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