Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

Old Jail Building, 125 Court Street

June 14, 2000

Present:
Kenny Christianson, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Roxi Bahar Hewertson, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Peter Newell, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Duane Randall, Larry Sharpsteen and Tony Zarachowicz

Absent:
Susan Brock, Karen Edelstein, Jean Foley, Bruce Johnson, Kristin Rowles, Elissa Wolfson, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
John Kiefer

Ex-officio:
Dooley Kiefer

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Herb Engman at 7:04 PM. 

II. Approval of the May 2000 Minutes –  The May, 2000, minutes were unanimously approved with the following changes: (1.) Section IV, at the end of sentence 3, “ since the Board of Health just finished updating that portion of the sanitary code” (2.) Spelling errors: D. Kiefer, J. Kiefer and T. Zarachowicz (3.) Section IX, add name of farm, “Willet Dairy.”A request was made to italicize action items in future minutes. 

III. Coordinator’s Report  – Mikel Shakarjian reported on the New York State Association of EMC’s “June Update” meeting with DEC in Albany that she, Jean Foley and Karen Edelstein attended. The COE is revising its Nationwide Permits to be more restrictive; DOS has created a “Quality Communities Task Force” that is holding meetings around the state, and our regional meeting was in Binghampton but Tompkins County was not in attendance; and DEC is creating action strategies for watersheds focussing on  priority water bodies and restoration action plans. Materials from that meeting were handed out. Mikel also announced that the 1999 Annual Report was completed and handed out copies to members. BOR members will each receive a copy, and copies will be distributed to municipal officials with next month’s mailing.
IV. Board of Representatives Liaison –   Dooley Kiefer said commercial center revitalization grants were awarded and some were accompanied by EAFs (environmental assessment forms).

V. Salmon Creek Watershed Issues Update – After determining the name of the Willet Dairy farm mentioned in the report last month, Larry Sharpsteen provided more information on this topic. Larry said the stream mentioned last month, is not an interm stream; it is a ditch that has been in place for many years. He spoke with the property owner whom he has known for 25 years and was told that DEC was involved from the beginning. Larry felt that members should be more cautious by gathering information before making accusations, which hurts the whole EMC. Kenny Christianson said that the complaint came from the Cayuga County EMC. Following that there was a meeting between Tompkins and Cayuga County EMC members and felt the issue may be more of a personal argument regarding management of the “stream” and basic water quality.     
VI. Municipal Reports – 

Town of Danby- Bob Roe said that he and the chair of the planning board met with DEC regarding the Master Plan for state forests. He said the plan will be implemented in a two-tier approach. There will be a Region 7 plan and a “unit” plan for each local forest. DEC agreed to provide parking and handicap access where possible. He also said the decisions regarding wildlife management will be made in Albany. 


Town of Dryden- Joyce Gerbasi said the Town did not accept the EIS for the Varna II as complete. She also said there was a proposal to place five billboards in the Town (3 at the Route 13 and 366 intersection). The Town has since adopted a moratorium on billboards and will research how to manage these requests.

VII. Committee Reports –

Environmental Review-  Barbara Ebert said the committee discussed Resolution No. 3-2000, on Cornell’s radiation disposal site, which had been forwarded to the PIC Committee (Planning and Intermunicipal Coordination). The PIC committee was considering drafting a resolution on this issue and providing comment to DEC on the current proposal. However, some PIC committee members felt that they were unqualified to discuss options, while other members had strong feelings on the subject.  Barbara also said the committee was seeking information on the new sanitary codes [John Andersson forwarded copies to Mikel]. She also said the committee was reviewing the EMC’s 20-year report to determine which disposal sites the EMC researched in the past, if the sites were listed as hazardous waste sites, and how the information was used. The committee also discussed the Southwest Area Land Use Plan and felt that many comments made by the committee and others were ignored or delayed in the fGEIS, by stating that solutions would be developed later in the process. She said that one substantial change was made in the FEIS namely, the proposed access road location was changed in response to comments from Wegmans.  The committee hoped that many of these issues would be addressed in the findings statement. Larry Sharpsteen felt that many of the substantive comments provided by the committee were lost in the NIMBY issues raised by many others (i.e. viewsheds, neighborhood traffic). He said it is hard to try to protect the environment when you are perceived as amongst those who voiced NIMBY concerns. Herb Engman said that one substantial change to change the proposed access road was made, due to comments submitted by Wegmans. 

County Towers Report –  Mikel Shakarjian summarized her activities with the Planning Department and BOR committees regarding the proposed wireless communication system for public safety officials in the County. She said two important things had occurred. Leased options were being drafted for proposed tower sites on private property. Mikel said she had visited the proposed lease sites, Bob Wesley reviewed the locations for biological importance, and Jean Foley reviewed the sites on GIS at Mikel’s office. Mikel said one site located in Danby was of concern because it would be very exposed, visible from two valleys, and located very close to one home. She said an alternate site was being explored that was also feasible. Mikel said her Department has also proposed an outline of who and how to proceed with developing an EIS for this project, the process and alternatives to be considered. She handed a copy of this proposal out to members and asked for any comments. She said much discussion has taken place concerning how alternatives will be developed and who will develop them. Members discussed the options for co-location and interference from electromagnetic fields or FM towers. Members also discussed the need for a short or long EAF. Concern was raised over the current actions to seek options for tower sites, which appears to prejudice the process for an EIS. Questions were raised regarding the cost to municipalities for a new system, interoperability and the statewide system. Mikel summarized her knowledge of the NYS system and the new office in Albany (New York Statewide Wireless Communication Network), which has been established to develop and implement a statewide communication system for public safety. Members wanted to know how these two system would work together, if co-location was a possibility or establishing towers on state land was possible. Mikel said the frequencies are very similar and towers serving the state should also be able to transmit for an 800-mhz system. She was recently told that the state would not co-locate on County towers, but had previously been told otherwise. Dooley Kiefer said that much of this information has not been shared with BOR members yet. She asked EMC members for reaction to doing a phased DEIS process where the initial phase would focus on the problem itself—the need for a new emergency communication system and alternatives would be researched and documented. Then the next phase would be structured around a proposed alternative. Steve Nicholson shared an article from Philadelphia regarding problems with their new 800-mhz system. 

VIII.
BOH Sewage Regulations – Steve Nicholson said he spoke with John Andersson regarding the Board of Health’s (BOH) resolution to ask the EMC to provide information on state-of-the-art individual wastewater treatment options. Steve said a formal request from the BOH may come next month. Steve currently sits on a composting toilet committee and is very interested in this project. His wife is a civil engineer and offered to help the EMC review any technical aspects associated with this project. He asked if members were interested in working on this issue. Barbara Ebert and Bob Roe were interested in helping. Larry Sharpsteen suggested gathering information on existing septic systems from real estate transactions because septic systems must be tested prior to sale. Herb mentioned the possibility of an ad-hoc committee and bringing in outside help on this issue. Members discussed the potential for an ad-hoc committee or asking the water resources committee to handle this issue. Herb said members should continue to gather information on the topic but no decisions should be made until the EMC has been given a formal request. 
IX. 
Announcements – Dooley said she attended a planning federation meeting where John Andersson spoke about the regulation and listing of hazardous waste sites. He said that there must be proof that a threat exists before a site can be listed. It was agreed that the abandoned landfills maps be sent to municipalities. Joyce Gerbasi mentioned a party for Marshall Taylor who is leaving the area and has been instrumental in the Fall Creek Watershed Committee. She also said Walter Groman has moved out of the area and the Village is currently looking for a replacement. Mikel provided an update on the UNA activities. She said that the UNA document has been printed and is at the Planning Department. The first UNA presentation is being given this evening in the Town of Dryden, and other have been scheduled as follows: June 27 at the City of Ithaca, July 11 at the Village of Freeville, 

July 13 at the Town of Newfield, and August 8 at the Town of Ulysses. Mikel asked members to contact Lynn if you are a municipal representative and have arranged a presentation date, or are interested in helping with the presentations. She encouraged municipal members to take part in the presentation and announced that Lynn planned to hold another training session for this purpose.

X. Adjournment –  The meeting was closed by Vice-Chair Herb Engman at approximately 8:40 PM.
Submitted by,

Mikel Shakarjian, EMC Coordinator

Approved by Council on July 12, 2000 _____
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