Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

November 13, 2002

Present:
Christian Boissonnas, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Jeff Cox, Donna Jean Darling, Barbara Ebert, Karen Edelstein, Joyce Gerbasi, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Steve Uzmann, Don Weir, Roger Yonkin

Absent:
Robert Ascher, John Dennis, Herb Engman, Carolyn Shapiro

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives Liaison)

Staff:
Heather McDaniel (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Lenore Durkee (Town of Ithaca), Fred Elmer

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Susan Brock at approximately 7:05 p.m. She welcomed Lenore Durkee, who will replace Don Weir as the Town of Ithaca Representative to the EMC, and Fred Elmer, a Sierra Club member who is interested in joining the EMC.   
II. Approval of October 2002 Minutes – Passed unanimously with no changes. 

III. Pesticide Neighbor Notification Update – Steve Nicholson provided an update on the status of the pesticide neighbor notification law. The next step is for the Board of Representatives to hold a public hearing and then vote on whether to opt in to the Pesticide Neighbor Notification Law. On November 19th a Board vote is scheduled on whether to hold a public hearing on December 3rd. A vote will be taken after the public hearing. One of the concerns that has been raised with implementing this law is the anticipated cost. A meeting was held of many stakeholders including Cornell Cooperative Extension, the EMC, the Health Department, and Weights and Measures on November 14th to discuss potential roles and resources for enforcement and educational outreach. Steve Nicholson visited the County Assessment Office and reported that its computer system that is available to the public will help the applicators because it is quick and easy to use to identify nearby property addresses and print mailing labels. This will help applicators in meeting their notification requirements. Cornell Cooperative Extension is planning to hire an environmental educator next year and that person could work on educational outreach with the EMC. The Department of Weights and Measures can help monitor the retail stores for compliance. 

Recognition and thanks was given to Joyce Gerbasi, Herb Engman, and Susan Brock for speaking at the public meeting on October 17th. Laura Haight from NYPIRG was at the hearing and said she was impressed with the EMC resolution in support of neighbor notification. Sandra Steingraber, an ecologist, spoke at the meeting on the effect of pesticides on children. She donated a copy of her book, “Having Faith: An Ecologist’s Journey To Motherhood” to the Planning Department where it is available if anyone wants to borrow it. 

IV. Nominating Committee Report – The nominating committee announced that two EMC members accepted nominations for the EMC Chair position:  Steve Nicholson and Herb Engman. Steve Uzmann declined his nomination due to other commitments at this time. A vote will take place at the December 11th EMC meeting. Nominations will also be accepted for three vice chairs at the December meeting.

V. Water Resources Council Liaison Appointment – The EMC voted unanimously to appoint Christian Boissonnas as the voting liaison to the Water Resources Council for 2003.

VI. Chair's Report – The Tioga County legislature voted yesterday 5-4 to establish an EMC. Susan volunteered the Tompkins County EMC’s services, and any assistance to help them get started. The Planning Department has reorganized its staffing and Kathy Wilsea, the Planning Department Secretary, will provide direct support to all advisory boards including the EMC. This will include preparing agendas and correspondence, scheduling meetings, taking minutes, and providing necessary routine follow-up to the EMC. Heather will continue to work with the EMC on specific programs and projects the Planning Department is involved in. The NYS Public Service Commission is holding meetings this week to help the public better understand the NYSEG ‘Voice Your Choice’ program. Members discussed the need for clarification of many issues that are confusing to the public about their choice of electricity providers. Some of those items include clarifying whether the Municipal Electric and Gas Alliance is available to residential customers and the costs for switching suppliers. Kenny Christianson reported that the Energy Committee is working on an informational piece for the public and that he is working to form an energy buyers co-op. Susan asked that all EMC committee chairs and liaisons provide a short re-cap of their activities this year at the December meeting
VII. Coordinator’s Report – no report

VIII. BOR Liaison Report – Heather McDaniel reported for Dooley Kiefer that the Water Resources Council continues to work on the prioritization of aquifer reaches. The Council also discussed draft jet ski recommendations and has not yet approved them. 
IX. Member Items – Joyce Gerbasi requested that all volunteer water monitoring groups submit activity reports to the watershed steward. This will help efforts to gain state funding for water projects. Contact Deb Grantham to submit reports. Bob Roe announced that the Danby Alternative School is being developed as an environmental and agricultural learning and information center. The Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) and BOCES are involved in the development of the school that is scheduled to open in 2006. There is currently a 4th grade class at Caroline involved with the school and an ARC grant funded an ornamental and working garden and youth horticultural program at the Danby School site. Karen Edelstein added that there is also a pilot program for seniors in the Danby Alternative School that focuses on water quality issues.  Classes are held at the Guterman Labs at Cornell. Bob Roe also announced that the County is holding public meetings to gather input on its comprehensive planning process. He encouraged everyone to attend. Karen Edelstein reported that Ithaca College, in conjunction with EcoVillage, is starting a sustainable communities program that will include a series of classes on energy audits. Karen also reported that she received information that she can pass on to interested parties about the availability of electric cars (similar to golfcarts) that are available by GM for a one-year trial test. The cost is an administrative fee of $30 for a minimum of 7 cars. GM will pay for delivery and pick up. This would be ideal for a campus-like setting. Larry Sharpsteen reminded members that fish and waterfowl in New York State may have PCBs and other contaminants that are stored in the fat. If you are eating regional fish and waterfowl he recommends removing the fat before cooking to reduce your risk of exposure. Roger Yonkin is trying to find out if the water that modern gas furnaces collect is potable. Members suggested that he contact Cornell Cooperative Extension and ask for assistance. Steve Nicholson reported that there has been a lack of member involvement cleaning up the EMC adopt-a-highway section. He set up another clean-up for December 1st and urged members who have not yet participated to help out. The Leonid meteor showers should provide a spectacular show with an estimated 1200 meteors per hour between 3:00 and 6:00 am on Tuesday, November 19th. EMC members wished Don Weir luck in his move to Auburn and thanked him for his service to the EMC. Jeff Cox reported that he will not seek a re-appointment to the EMC next year. The Village of Cayuga Heights will appoint David Woodard as his replacement. Everyone thanked Jeff for his hard work on the pesticide neighbor notification issue and other EMC efforts.
X. Adjournment – Susan Brock adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Heather McDaniel, EMC Coordinator

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on December 18, 2002
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