Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

June 11, 2003

Present:
Christian Boissonnas, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Dan Lamb, Stephen Nicholson, Christian Nielsen, Carolyn Shapiro, Barney Unsworth, Steve Uzmann  

Absent:
Barbara Ebert, Danny Pearlstein, Bob Roe, Larry Sharpsteen, Dave Woodard, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
Peter Harriott, Mikel Sharkarjian, Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives Liaison) 

Staff:
Heather McDaniel (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Ashley Miller, Andy Zepp, Katie Nicholson, Tania Schusler, Ed Marx, Katie Borgella

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:05 p.m.   
Privilege of the Floor – Steve welcomed his niece, Katie Nicholson, who is in town for the summer and interested in environmental issues. Steve introduced Ashley Miller, who was an EMC member in the 1980s and has applied for an at-large seat. Karen Edelstein introduced Tania Schusler, the new Environmental Issues Educator at Cooperative Extension. 

Special Presentation: Conservation in Tompkins County and Future Directions for the Finger Lakes Land Trust –  Andy Zepp, Executive Director of the Finger Lakes Land Trust (FLLT) was introduced by Steve Nicholson. Andy returned to the FLLT as Executive Director after seven years away from the area. Today, FLLT has protected over 2500 acres in Tompkins County through the establishment of ten natural preserves and acquisition of 28 conservation easements. Eleven of the easements are concerted efforts in the Six Mile Creek watershed and six or more are on the creek. Some of the more significant preserves include the 450-acre Lindsey Parsons Preserve in Danby, 128 acres at Lick Brook as well as conservation easements, and 100 acres in Ellis Hollow. We are also working outside the county at the headwaters of Fall Creek to protect locally rare wetland fens that contribute to water quality of the creek.

FLLT is currently undergoing a strategic planning process. The land trust has protected 7000 acres in the Finger Lakes region, which is a lot but the entire region encompasses 6000 square miles. FLLT wants to protect land through tract protection and conservation easements. As a result of sprawl (particularly from Rochester and Syracuse), high tax burdens, and changes in agriculture, they are seeing fragmentation of the rural landscape. The FLLT goal is to tackle larger landscapes using conservation easements and concentrated outreach, particularly the agricultural and forest products industries. They have set four main priorities for work in Tompkins County: (1) scenic vistas, particularly along the lakes (identify a process to define important vistas and assess their qualities). This will require public input and public agency partners; (2) protecting pristine wetlands and water courses (Sixmile Creek and Cascadilla Watershed); (3) Fall Creek water quality; and (4) intact forests.

The Finger Lakes Trail is going to be a big focus. FLLT has also received funding to start an assessment of the Cayuga Basin to synthesize information that exists, engage partners in deciding what should be protected, identify gaps, and determine priorities that are meaningful and that can be accomplished in the next five years.  The strategic planning process should be wrapped up in the fall. Public input is welcome in the strategic planning process. Andy urged everyone to contact him at andrewzepp@fllt.org. Andy answered questions from members including liability concerns about ice climbing on land trust holdings, affiliation with other preservations groups, and non-traditional mechanisms and incentives for preserving land.

Approval of April 14, 2003 Minutes – Passed unanimously with minor changes. 

Resolution recommending support of net metering legislation – Kenny Christianson introduced the net metering legislation. It is difficult, and expensive, for independent generators to store the electricity they generate. The net metering legislation will allow compensation for the energy that goes back and forth into, and out of, the grid. Currently, only residential and commercial systems that generate less than 10-kilowatt hours are allowed to net meter. There are three proposals in the Senate to require utilities to increase net metering opportunities. Senate Bill S3055 is the broadest of the three. It would make residential, commercial and municipal systems generating up to 100 kilowatts of solar and 250 kilowatts of wind power eligible. After brief discussion and some minor changes, Resolution No. 2 of 2003 passed unanimously (moved by Steve Uzmann, seconded by Joyce Gerbasi). Dooley noted that Environmental Advocates of New York is urging individuals and organizations to write letters in support of this legislation. Sample letters can be found on their website at www.actionnetwork.org.

Resolution recommending adoption of Local Action Plan to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions for County Government Operations – Heather McDaniel gave a brief overview of the Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) Campaign and the Local Action Plan. The CCP Campaign implements a five-milestone process to document and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. An emissions inventory was completed in 2001 for community and county government emissions using 1998 as the base year. Eighty-nine percent  of county government emissions came from its buildings. In August 2002, on recommendation from the EMC, the County Board of Representatives passed a resolution recommending a 20% reduction in county greenhouse gas emissions by 2008 compared to the base year of 1998. The Local Action Plan recognizes current, post-1998 measures the county has initiated or explored as well as recommending new measures to meet the 20% target reduction goal by 2008. The current, or existing measures include the installation of the photovoltaic solar panel system on the Tompkins County Public Library and a two-phased building energy audit report and implementation. The first phase of the building energy audits was completed in May and the county has set aside $50,000 to begin to implement recommended low-cost energy-saving measures. The second phase has not been initiated yet. The new measures that are proposed in the Local Action Plan are developing a vehicle fleet policy, a countywide purchasing policy, and undertaking general energy conservation measures. After discussion, Resolution No. 3 of 2003 was passed unanimously (moved by Kenny Christianson, seconded by Joyce Gerbasi).

Town of Caroline Municipal Report – Steve Nicholson reported Councilman Todd Schmit has posted the “Stormwater Management in the Town of Caroline” Web page. It contains links to the Town of Caroline MS4 Stormwater Notice of Intent (NOI), and also New York State DEC Stormwater Information http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dow/mainpage.htm and EPA Best Management Practices pages. MS4 stands for: Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems. Caroline is one. A federal regulation, commonly known as Stormwater Phase II, requires permits for stormwater discharges from MS4s in urbanized areas and for construction activities disturbing one or more acres. To implement the law, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation has issued two general permits, one for MS4s in urbanized areas and one for construction activities. The permits are part of the State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES). Steve Eidt from the DEC Syracuse office will be in Caroline next week to discuss implementing Phase II regs and their relation to Caroline watershed issues. 

Complaints about dogs running loose have resulted in a new Dog Ordinance, which can also be found on the Town web page. The Town Board will vote on an agricultural tax exemption that would apply to fire protection district taxes as well as existing property tax exemption. It would keep meadows open instead of abandoning to reforestation. The Planning Board will hold 2 public meetings in late June, early July to get input about establishing separate lighting districts. Then they will get to work on the Comprehensive Plan. Don Barber approached other municipalities about joining the flood hazard mitigation plan, and seven have a memo of understanding to produce a multi-jurisdictional plan. They will pay a consultant for this work. Kate Hackett from the County Planning Department is involved.  The purpose is to get flood hazard mitigation funds, as eligibility will end November 2004 unless there is a plan.
Town of Dryden Municipal Report – Joyce Gerbasi reported from the Town of Dryden that the roadside issues continue. The town has filed its notice of intent for the Phase II Stormwater regulations. The CAC was asked to work on two ordinances covering the stormwater regulation in the next two years. The town is also working on a new water district next to the village. This must be completed for the NYS DOT to relocate in the town. The town is also counting on the Town of Ithaca to put up a water tower on East Hill to ease water problems.

Chair's Report – Steve attended the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance Slide Show on May 28th. Bill Raleigh from Syracuse is working to protect Utah’s Redrock wilderness, 9 million acres of federal Bureau of Land Management land. Maurice Hinchey is leading this effort in Congress. The Bush Administration wants to designate $2 million. Steve asked if anyone want to volunteer to coordinator the Adopt-a-Highway cleanups. Steve and Mikel Shakarjian attended the annual DEC update to EMCs at the DEC offices in Albany on June 4th. The meeting was sponsored by the NYSDEC Division of Public Affairs &Education. Eleven EMC members were present, mostly from the State Association of EMCs. DEC occupies a LEED silver-certified building. We heard reports from eight DEC administrators. Here are some highlights (more will be distributed later): Budget - about the same as last year: 300 retirements this year, 1/12 of staff has left. The State fortune is tied to Wall Street, which is up in the last 2 months. Open space acquisition is still one of the governor’s priorities – he wants 1 million more acres preserved. Storm Water Phase II – Many saw satellite broadcast, will have video of new regulations, which apply to all construction sites with more than one acre of land disturbance. DEC Commissioner Erin Crotty stopped by and recapped her personal priorities: (1) Superfunds brownfield program- priority of 3 leaders; (2) Article X siting process of over-80-MW powerplants; (3) Environmental Justice policy (on DEC website); (4) Particulate Emissions 2.5 mg to be regulated by EPA in a few years, now is PM 10mg. All large urban areas not in attainment. Policy to access and mitigate- powerplants, vehicles, manufacturing. Steve asked about burn barrels and diesel idling. (State has 5-min idling law now) (test of particulate traps by MTA are working well); (5) Implement EPF fund, preserve 1 million additional acres; and (6) Regional strategy to combat CO2 from powerplants in northeastern states. A.5933 bill would significantly reduce pollution emissions from power plants in New York. It directs the Department of Environmental Conservation to develop new emission standards for the following major pollutants: sulfur dioxide (SO2), oxides of nitrogen (NOx), carbon dioxide (CO2), and mercury. These new standards would apply to electric generators with the capacity to produce 15 megawatts or more of electricity, and would be fully implemented by 2007. 


Current legislation efforts: (1) increase fines for abatement orders, (2) extending authorization of Fish and Wildlife, (3) extend moratorium on lobstering, (4) remove crossbow hunting prohibition for deer hunting, (5) extend authority for Conservationist magazine to conduct sweepstakes, (6) DEC allowed to lease tower space on towers on state land, (7) hazardous packaging act to reduce heavy metals. The bottle bill is not expected to pass.

Coordinator’s Report – Heather announced that the County Planning Department introduced the new Vital Communities Toolbox this week. She passed out postcards with the website for the new toolbox and explained that practical tools for planning and development can be found there. She encouraged everyone to share this with colleagues. Donna Jean Darling, the Town of Newfield representative, resigned from the EMC due to conflicts. She sends her regards. The NYS Association of EMCs (NYSAEMC) has been impacted by state budget cuts – they will no longer mail the monthly NYSAEMC Newsletter. Heather will forward e-mail copies. Municipal reports for July will be from John Dennis (EMC News), Barney Unsworth and Dave Woodard. Barney Unsworth (Town of Ithaca representative) and Susan Ritter (Town of Ithaca Planning Department) will give a presentation at the July EMC meeting about how the Town of Ithaca Conservation Advisory Council is using conservation zones to preserve open space. 

County Legislature Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer reported that the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee received a good report yesterday on energy-conservation measures the County can take based on the building audits that were completed for all the county buildings. The Jet Ski Committee reported at the Water Resources Council meeting and the draft jet ski recommendations were referred back to the committee for more work. The Town of Lansing commented that individual towns on the waterfront should be addressing them individually. Dooley commented that she notices very little action of environmental interest taking place at the county level.

Member Items – Dooley Kiefer inquired about the status of the SEQR Type I Actions recommendations. She would like to have seen it proposed to the Legislature with the revised County SEQR policy in July. Heather updated that the Environmental Review Committee referred them to the Planning Department for comment, which should be forthcoming for the June ERC meeting. Steve Nicholson reported that a resolution supporting a ban on burn barrels will be presented at the July EMC meeting. Dan Lamb added that he spoke to Val Washington (Environmental Advocates of New York) and she offered to give a presentation to the County Legislature on burn barrels legislation whenever the time is right. Herb Engman suggested that we involve Dan Winch since he has indicated his support for this issue. John Dennis mentioned, in relation to the net metering issue we talked about earlier, that there is a state idling law for buses. He noted that the TCAT buses outside have been idling for quite some time. Susan Brock, who happens to be the TCAT attorney, said she would notify them tomorrow. Joyce Gerbasi brought to members’ attention to a notice going around in the mail folder about a bill that would limit ELF activities. The way it is worded it would also prohibit many environmental advocacy activities. Steve Uzmann announced the Environmental Review Committee would have a meeting on June 24th with a wave of new agenda items. Steve also announced that Wayne Myers, his neighbor and fossil collector, found a five-foot slab of rock with glass sponge fossils on his property last year, which was determined to be one of the most significant fossils ever found in Tompkins County. Mr. Myers has it on display at his house and will let anyone come to look at it if they want to. Peter Harriott identified in the greenhouse emissions inventory that the county buildings account for 89% of government emissions, yet transportation makes up such a large part of the community emissions. Heather McDaniel announced that pictures were being passed around of the shot hole seismic test the Environmental Review Committee witnessed last year on county lands. There had been concern about damage from the dynamite tests. From the pictures you can see how little visible damage there really was.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Heather McDaniel, EMC Coordinator

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on July 9, 2003
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