Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

July 9, 2003

Present:
Christian Boissonnas, Susan Brock, Kenny Christianson, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Dan Lamb, Stephen Nicholson, Christian Nielsen, Barney Unsworth, Steve Uzmann, Dave Woodard 

Absent:
John Dennis, Barbara Ebert, Danny Pearlstein, Bob Roe, Carolyn Shapiro, Larry Sharpsteen, Roger Yonkin

Associates:
Dooley Kiefer (Board of Representatives Liaison), Susan Kerns Robinson

Staff:
Heather Filiberto (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Ashley Miller, Sue Ritter (Town of Ithaca), Tania Schusler (Cooperative Extension)

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 7:06 p.m.   
Privilege of the Floor –  There were no guests who wished to speak.

Approval of June 11, 2003 Minutes – Passed unanimously with the following changes:  Page 1, FLLT paragraph 1:  “FLLT has protected over 2500 acres in Tompkins County . . .”  and paragraph 2:  “They have set four main priorities for work in Tompkins County . . .”  Page 2, net metering resolution, line 3:  “The net metering legislation will allow compensation for the energy to go that goes back and forth into, and out of, the grid.” And line 6:  “It would allow make residential, commercial and municipal systems generating up to 100 kilowatts of solar and 250 kilowatts of wind power eligible.”  Page 4, Liaison Report:  “Dooley Kiefer reported that the Facilities and Infrastructure Committee received a good report yesterday on the energy conservation measures the County can take based on building audits that were completed for all the county buildings.” And last sentence:  “Dooley commented that she notices very little environmental action of environmental interest taking place on the county level.”  Member Items, line 15:  “Steve also announced that Wayne Myers, his neighbor and fossil collector, found a five-foot slab of rock with glass sponge fossils on his property last year, which was determined to be the largest one of the most significant fossils ever found in Tompkins County.”

Special Presentation:  Conservation Zoning for Open Space Preservation in the Town of Ithaca – Sue Ritter and EMC member Barney Unsworth were present to discuss this topic.  Barney provided a handout from the Town of Ithaca Conservation Board on their interests.  He pointed out that it mentions EMC and Unique Natural Areas.  The Conservation Board has an interest in protecting scenic views, which was discussed last month at EMC with Andy Zepp.  They hope to develop a streamside buffer protection program, which will be long-term.  They are examining ideas from other regions of the country to find aspects that will apply here.  Dooley Kiefer suggested that the Water Resources Council might contribute some ideas for that.  Barney said he feels part of the reason for the Town’s success in environmental matters is due to consistent leadership.  The Town is also in good financial shape, so they are able to retain staff and conduct studies.

Sue Ritter displayed a map of the 27 UNAs that are in the Town of Ithaca.  Ideas for conservation zoning reach back to 1990, when the Conservation Zone was recommended.  The first Conservation Zone on Sixmile Creek was established in 1996.  The conservation zone regulates use, density and siting of development, and standards for development.   The zone allows one residential building per seven acres, with restrictions based on slope, proximity to wetlands and proximity to water.  It also limits logging.  Golf courses, churches and schools are allowed, based on legal precedent.  The Town adopted their Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan in 1997.  In 1999, three areas were proposed for new conservation zones:  South Hill Swamp, eastern area of Buttermilk Falls State Park, and another parcel on Sixmile Creek.  These additional conservation zones are part of the changes currently under review in the Town.  1,857 acres would be in the proposed conservation zones, 996 of which are in State Parks.  The Coy Glen area is being examined, but not ready yet.

Dooley Kiefer asked if pesticide use would be restricted, and Sue said no.  One issue for pesticide use might be a golf course, but no one has asked to develop one in a proposed conservation zone.  Ashley Miller asked about the swamp on South Hill.  Sue said it actually has mixed land types – swamp and dry.  Much of it is owned by Ithaca College and used as recreation trails.  Karen Edelstein asked about restrictions, which Sue said are the same for all the conservation zones.  Christian Nielsen asked about the purple and pink zones over the lake on the map.  Sue said the Town has not zoned Cayuga Lake, but will have restrictions on the length of docks for how many feet they extend into the lake.  Dooley asked for identification of the Critical Environmental Area (CEA) on the map.  Sue said that is Coy Glen, which was established through a procedure with the State Legislature.  There are currently no plans for adding CEAs.  CEAs have extra environmental review requirements.  Susan Kerns Robinson acknowledged the effort it must have taken to reach consensus on these proposals.

Sue Ritter also provided an update on the Town’s Purchase of Development Rights program.  They have purched the development rights for one 40-acre agriculture property.  They are developing a similar program for environmentally sensitive areas.  Karen Edelstein asked about any cooperative efforts with Finger Lakes Land Trust.  Sue said they are still in the beginning phases, but so far it is in-house.  Joyce Gerbasi said the Town of Dryden developed an Open Space Inventory, which doesn’t include scenic viewsheds but they hope to add that later.  Sue said the Town of Ithaca is just documenting scenic viewsheds so far by using photos and notes.  Joyce said the Town of Dryden has begun to develop a streambed and streambank protection program.  Sue said the towns could interact and possibly help each other.   

Municipal Members Quarterly Reports – Town of Ulysses:  Christian Boissonnas said the Town expects Water District #3 to start construction in one or two weeks.  There are eight easements outstanding, so DOT won’t allow it to start yet.  Mobil owns some of the condemned houses in Jacksonville, and it is difficult to contact their attorneys in Texas.  One resident thinks the water service will reduce the value of her property.  Another homeowner is concerned about the water line going through his leach field, which is illegally placed in a state right-of-way for the highway.  The actual construction phase is expected to be one to three months.  This is a water system only (no sewer).  In other news, the Town continues on track for meeting the new stormwater regulations.  The draft zoning ordinance is going back and forth between the planning board and the town board.  When the draft is final, it will require a public hearing process.  Dooley Kiefer suggested the Town consult with the Ag & Farmland Protection Board concerning a farmer who is unhappy with the proposed zoning and intends to sue the Town.

Town of Ithaca:  Barney Unsworth said the public works facility on Seven Mile Drive will open next month, and will house the water, sewer, highways and parks programs.  Having these programs together may lead to less contracting out of work.  A new multi-use trail is being built now by Honness Lane, and others are being proposed.  An outdoor lighting ordinance is being developed by the Conservation Board, and he expects the Town Board to consider that in the winter.  Sue said that although Cornell’s current athletic field plans will not be affected by this ordinance, the proposed lighting does meet the levels in the ordinance.

Chair's Report – Steve Nicholson pointed out that there are copies in the FYI folder of a notice from the Chamber of Commerce inviting the public to a community forum on wastewater treatment.  EMC will not meet in August, and the next meeting will be September 10th.  Steve listed the EMC vacancies, which are half of the municipalities in the County, and urged members to suggest names of people for these seats.  Steve attended the last County Legislature meeting and spoke under Privilege of the Floor in support of the resolution that came from EMC (net metering).  The resolution was adopted by the Legislature.  Steve received a call from a landscaper who complained that the educational outreach for the Neighbor Notification Law was not working.  The caller thought the homeowners had to notify their neighbors before he came to spray.  Steve offered to help him learn how to use the label system at Assessment, as it is the responsibility of the commercial sprayer to provide notification.  Kathy Wilsea said she had a call recently in the Planning Department from a citizen who felt it was unfair that she had to notify her neighbors if she sprayed on her property, but the farmer across the road did not have that obligation.  Kathy referred her to DEC.

Coordinator’s Report – No report.

BOR Liaison Report – Dooley Kiefer said the New York Public Interest Research Group has an Ithaca office for the summer. NYPIRG staff member Susan Craine was in Ithaca today and met with Dooley and Heather Filiberto.  Susan Craine has hope that the bottle bill will pass next year, and thought it was a close vote this year.  One problem that arose was that redemption centers in New York City don’t have room for the increased volume.  Next year the bottle bill could be pressed by supporters as a revenue source in a tight budget year.  Dooley and Heather asked if there was any appropriate local action, and Susan Craine suggested that during stream cleanups, volunteers should separate out containers that would be covered by the bill and keep records of the numbers.  Dooley characterized County discussions with Off Track Betting as budget-related. 
Member Items – Steve Uzman said ERC discussed nationwide consolidation of mercury storage.  Carolyn Shapiro drafted a preliminary report, and copies are available from Heather.  Seneca Army Depot has been taken off the list, so comments will not be forwarded.  Kenny Christianson said he attended the July 2nd DEC/NYSEG meeting about coal tar cleanup in his City neighborhood.  He felt they were suggesting unnecessarily taking down trees and demolishing a historic building.  He will bring a draft letter to ERC.  Kenny also said Agway Energy and Sterling Planet announced today in Syracuse that green power will soon be available in our region.  This is a new opportunity to purchase green electricity.  Joyce Gerbasi said municipalities always had support in the past from County and Planning Department staff, but she has heard they cannot attend evening meetings any more unless it concerns County business.  Karen Edelstein reported that in Steuben County, the Southern Tier Regional Planning and Development Board is studying open space on a regional basis.  Staff and a student are working on this. 

Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at 8:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on September 10, 2003
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