Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

November 10, 2004
Present:
Glynn Bebee, Dick Booth (Legislature Liaison), John Dennis, Joyce Gerbasi, Neha Khanna, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Danny Pearlstein, Steve Uzmann, Roger Yonkin 

Excused:
Kenny Christianson, Karen Edelstein, Herb Engman, Dan Lamb, Cindy Schulte, Larry Sharpsteen, Barney Unsworth
Absent:
Meira Hertzberg, Mandy Kittelberger, Bill Kolberg, Christian Nielsen, Bob Roe, Carolyn Shapiro, Dave Woodard

Associates:
Peter Harriott, Tania Schusler

Staff:
Heather Filiberto (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Keith Epstein, Mike Miles, Madison Wright

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:08 p.m.   
Privilege of the Floor –  There were no guests who wished to speak under Privilege of the Floor.  Steve Nicholson introduced Keith Epstein, who will be a new At-Large member for 2005-2006.

Approval of October 13, 2004 Minutes –  Due to lack of a quorum, the minutes were not addressed.

Invasive Plants – What’s happening? What can be done? – Madison Wright and Tania Schusler were present for this discussion.  Tania said she is trying to coordinate efforts in this area.  She and Madison have some questions about organizing this effort, such as: are invasives a priority issue, which species should be addressed, and who should address them.  She distributed a brochure on identifying and preventing the spread of water chestnuts.  The Federal Pulling Together Program has granted funds for water chestnut prevention in this area on federal lands and parks.  Madison spoke of his personal interest in preventing the spread of Japanese Knotweed.  Cayuga Heights and Town of Caroline highway departments are helping to identify areas with Japanese Knotweed.  As construction teams dig it up and dump it during construction, they are spreading it, although probably inadvertently.  It grows along highways and waterways, and Steve Nicholson pointed out it looks like bamboo.  Madison said it can be mown back or controlled to some extent with herbicides, but the best way to get rid of it is to cover it with a black tarp.  He pointed out that New York does not have an “obnoxious weed” law, so it is unclear of the government’s right to eradicate an invasive species from private property.  

Discussion turned to what can be done locally about eradication.  Heather Filiberto said when Planning staff is doing development reviews, developers submit a list of plantings.  Sometimes staff points out that some are invasive species, but they don’t have a list of good alternatives.  An ad hoc committee could be set up, or a 2005 committee, to develop educational materials for municipalities.  Danny Pearlstein asked what controls Japanese Knotweed in Japan.  Steve Nicholson will send an e-mail to all municipal representatives about interacting with their municipalities on this issue.

Municipal Report – Village of Lansing:    John Dennis said Triphammer Road will be “renovated” from Route 13 north to Hillcrest, with trees cut down and the road widened to include a center turn lane.  The Planning Board reviewed the County’s draft Comprehensive Plan, and commented that the County still sees the village as a bedroom community in spite of the Business & Technology Park, which houses 2,000 jobs.  They are discussing urban forestry laws, which limit the ability of residents to cut trees.  Although residents are opposed, a connector road will go from Warren Road to Janivar.  The Town of Ithaca does winter road care for the Village, using two parts sandy loam and one part salt.  Last winter this led to a significant loam buildup by spring.  There is a subdivision by Janivar that involves clustering, and the developer transferred density credits from one site to another, which led to poor open space at one grouping.  This is perceived by some as a poor choice.   If Cornell University’s planned Remington Inn is within 500 feet of the municipal boundary, the Village might have an opportunity to review and comment on the development plans.  

Steve Uzmann pointed out the Village can participate in the County’s oldest/largest tree inventory.  Heather said the County and TCAD recognize the Village as an employment center.  They also need housing for employees.  Many in-commute.  The Village had one of the lowest housing growth rates of the County in the last ten years.  Dick Booth said planning professionals are often supportive of transfer of density credits, but he has seen few places where it works.  They are also in use for farmland and wetland preservation.  

Chair's Report –  Steve pointed out the County’s attendance policy that was in the EMC News.  If a member misses three consecutive meetings without good cause, they can be removed from their seat.  He reminded members of their commitment to attend monthly meetings.  Steve and Heather attended the Board of Health meeting yesterday to talk about banning burn barrels.  Burning can be banned in two ways:  the Board of Health can amend the Sanitary Code, or the Legislature can pass a local law to be enforced by a specific department.  John Andersson, director of Environmental Health, favored the ban and said it is easier to enforce a total ban than particular items.  Dr. Klepack also provided information about the hazards of dioxin.  Many BOH members felt a local law would be faster.  BOH tabled the issue, and the Legislature’s Planning, Development & Environmental Quality Committee will discuss it 12/1.  Heather said BOH comments were that it was overdue, and they also discussed having civil penalties, with law enforcement control.  The small number of Neighbor Notification Law complaints may have led to little resistance to this proposal.  Steve Mentioned the Ten Percent Challenge of Environmental Advocates of New York.  He encouraged members to sign up on their website and get information on reducing energy usage.  Heather will be meeting with an EANY representative on 11/18, and invited interested members to contact her.  Steve reported that 15 charter members of Sustainable Tompkins have formed the coordinating council.  He and Glynn Bebee are on the coordinating council, and Wendy Skinner is the acting chair.  The current ST Leadership Tompkins class wants to interview fifty small businesses about barriers to conducting a green business.  Also, ST anticipates space donation on Cherry Street for their resource hub.

Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto announced that three members are needed to form a nominating committee.  Their duty is to seek nominations for Chair, present a slate and conduct a vote in December.  Then they will seek nominations for three Vice Chairs, present a slate and conduct a vote in January.  Steve Uzmann and Neha Khanna volunteered.  Kenny Christianson, who was not present, previously indicated he would serve on this committee.  Heather asked committee chairs to provide a 2004 review for the December meeting and the EMC Annual Report. 

County Legislature Liaison Report – Dick Booth said it is time for the County to adopt a budget.  The tax rate is down, but property assessments are up.  There is significant highway deterioration, and that needs funding for repairs.  TCAT is becoming a not-for-profit corporation.  NYS did not impose a lot of mandates on counties this year, but Dick expects next year to be more difficult.  PDEQ has discussed some of the County’s surplus lands, and EMC might want information about the reforestry parcels.  The Air Service Task Force continues.  Many people see the importance of maintaining air service.  Our airport is not big, but is valuable because of multiple stops of passengers.  Until recently the airport had been self-supporting.

Virtual Tour of Solar Homes – This was postponed due to difficulty scheduling the projector.
Member Items – Peter Harriott announced that Cornell University is investigating installing wind generators on Connecticut Hill and Mount Pleasant.  Heather announced the final draft of the County’s Comprehensive Plan will be on the website around 11/19.  The Environmental Review Committee will review the final draft and the SEQR document.  The public hearing is scheduled for 12/7, and adoption is anticipated on 12/21.  Joyce Gerbasi announced that Larry Sharpsteen’s mother died.

Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:46 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department
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