Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

December 8, 2004

Present:
Dick Booth (Legislature Liaison), Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Herb Engman, Joyce Gerbasi, Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Christian Nielsen, Cindy Schulte, Barney Unsworth, Steve Uzmann 

Excused:
Glynn Bebee, Karen Edelstein, Neha Khanna, Larry Sharpsteen
Absent:
Meira Hertzberg, Mandy Kittelberger, Bill Kolberg, Danny Pearlstein, Bob Roe, Carolyn Shapiro, Dave Woodard, Roger Yonkin

Associate:
Dooley Kiefer

Staff:
Heather Filiberto (TC Planning Dept.), Kathy Wilsea (TC Planning Dept.)

Guests:
Madison Christianson, Scott Doyle, Keith Epstein, Fay Gougakis, Mark Whitmore

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at approximately 7:10 p.m.  Steve welcomed Scott Doyle, Keith Epstein and Mark Whitmore, who will become new members in January. 
Privilege of the Floor –  Fay Gougakis spoke of her concerns that Lake Source Cooling is trying to reduce their obligation for water monitoring sites.  She feels more monitoring is necessary for LSC, especially because Cornell University now plans to build a restaurant/inn near LSC.  She hopes someone from EMC will go to City Council and the Town of Ithaca Board to speak against reduction of monitoring.  She is also glad regulations were passed to control personal watercraft, and would like uniformity of the laws to match the Town of Ithaca’s law.  She said the public needs to be informed about how to contact DEC, and the need to comment on the LSC issue.  EMC members pointed out the number of monitoring stations is based on an agreement between Cornell University and DEC, and the Environmental Review Committee has commented to DEC that they hope LSC will be held to their current contractual obligation.  When the current agreement is approaching expiration there will be another opportunity to comment.  Heather Filiberto said the EMC mail folder contains copies of correspondence on LSC.  Ms. Gougakis pointed out the need to continue monitoring so information will be available for scrutiny when a new agreement is proposed.

Approval of October and November, 2004 Minutes –  Minutes were not addressed due to lack of a quorum 

Chair's Report – Steve Nicholson thanked members whose terms are ending:  Barney Unsworth, Christian Nielsen, Mandy Kittelberger, and Danny Pearlstein.  On December 1st, he spoke at the Planning, Development, and Environmental Quality Committee of the Legislature about the EMC resolution proposing a countywide ban on burn barrels.  Committee members want to see comparisons and contrasts of current and proposed law, and have the County Attorney review a sample law.  John Andersson, Director of T C Environmental Health, commented at the meeting that it would be easier to enforce a total ban.  In the EMC mail folder is a copy of a regional accord of state-level environmental agency chiefs dedicated to banning burn barrels.  Discussion at the Board of Health meeting brought comments that a local law would be quicker than amending the Sanitary Code, and they didn’t want the T C Health Department to have the enforcement role.  Heather said Broome and Monroe counties have the ban in their sanitary codes, with Health Department enforcement.  Herkimer/Oneida Counties have a joint ban, which is part of their solid waste law and is enforced by the Sheriff.  Dick Booth said EMC definitely has PDEQ’s attention on this issue.  Steve said he and legislator Dan Winch will meet soon with Farm Bureau members.  The Farm Bureau is the largest opponent to a statewide ban.  

Steve continues his interest in Sustainable Tompkins issues: land use/planning and green resources.  A ST group met with Mayor Peterson and some planners recently about the City’s Southwest Park.  ST has a vision for a LEED-certified neighborhood, and a client advisory committee is being formed.  Christian Nielsen is helping to develop LEED for neighborhood certification.  Member comments noted pursuit of this idea will also drive the Taughannock Blvd. Extension, there are larger land use implications, some area residents object because they were promised parkland, the area has groundwater problems, and market research is proposed.

Steve said he was paid by his alma mater (article in EMC mail folder) to give two lectures on solar energy.  He attended the biomass conference at Cornell today, and it will continue tomorrow with a speaker on the economics of ethanol.  The Golden Hard Hat award was presented to Steve Uzmann for his participation in the Adopt-A-Highway cleanups.  It was pointed out that he had perfect attendance, good attitude, and GREAT stories.

Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto said she is organizing information on burn barrels.  Adoption of the County Comprehensive Plan is on the Legislature’s agenda for 12/21.  Orientation for new members will be held at 6:30 prior to the January EMC meeting.  The Water Resources Council has a committee working on wetlands, and they want to identify existing information.  They seek input from any EMC members who might recall background on the 1980s EMC wetlands work.  Heather and Kenny Christianson met recently with a representative of Environmental Advocates of New York on their Ten Percent Challenge.  EANY seeks local partners to promote the education aspect and answer questions on their program to get individuals to make pledges to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  The EMC, Cooperative Extension, or Sustainable Tompkins, or a cooperative effort between these organizations, is a likely candidate as the local partner.  Heather asked if EMC was interested and there was no response.  The Energy Committee may discuss this further.  She has been receiving lots of information recently from members about wind energy, and she thanked contributors.

Election of Chair for 2005 – Kenny Christianson said Steve Nicholson is the only nominee for Chair, and invited other nominations.  None were submitted.  Steve Uzmann moved to appoint Steve Nicholson as Chair for 2005, seconded by Kenny.  Vote was postponed due to lack of a quorum.  Motion remains on the floor.  The committee is seeking nominees for Vice Chair positions, and that will be on the January agenda.

County Legislature Liaison Report – Dick Booth said the Legislature adopted a budget on Tuesday.  He believes the Comprehensive Plan will be adopted.  He is a member of PDEQ, where burn barrels were discussed.  He reminded members that our Republican senators have some impact on LSC.  All parties are waiting for the transition of the TCAT system.  He is reasonably confident the buses will continue to run.  
Member Items – Herb Engman said the Town of Ithaca is beginning to look into regulating small wetlands, and he welcomes any information from other members.  Dick Booth said DEC has further jurisdiction to regulate smaller wetlands, but rarely uses it.  Christian Nielsen thanked EMC for allowing him to be a member, and said he learned a lot during his membership.  Joyce Gerbasi said the Town of Dryden is also looking at regulating wetlands, and they also seek more information on wind tower ordinances.  Steve Uzmann reviewed the annual report of the Environmental Review Committee that was in the EMC News, adding that copies of ERC comments on the Comprehensive Plan are in the mail folder, and he has been contacted by Pam Mackesey of Common Council about ERC’s comments on LSC.  Heather pointed out it is time to contact members who have not been attending, and institute EMC policy.  Dooley Kiefer reminded members there is also a new local law governing absences.  Dooley said some legislators attended a workshop on the impact of international trade agreements on state and local transactions.  The example she provided concerned how limiting use of water energy may be an example of restricting trade.

Adjournment– Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:22 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on January 12, 2005
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