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Energy Committee Update

Submitted by Kenny Christianson  
The Energy Committee met on September 6 to review the sample wind ordinance.  The final draft of the sample ordinance, along with a cover letter and EMC resolution, are included in the meeting packet.  The committee also met with Gay Nicholson of Cooperative Extension's Energy$mart Program and Kent Johnson, and intern with the City of Ithaca's mayor's office, to discuss ways of coordinating energy efficiency programs.  In addition, a group at Ithaca College, the Tompkins Renewable Energy Education Alliance, has formed with the initial purpose of promoting wind energy in the county.  Much attention has been focused on energy recently!
Green Buildings Open House

Saturday, October 1, 10 AM to 4 PM

Tour: 12:00 to 4:30 PM

Submitted by Tania Schusler
Don't miss this unique opportunity to see firsthand how renewable energy and green building practices are at work in our area. Homeowners and building managers will be on site to answer questions and describe their green building features - such as passive solar design, photovoltaics, wind power, salvaged and non-toxic building materials, straw bale construction, timber framing and more. Shuttle van tours will be led by green building professionals. $10/person or $15/two from same household.  Scholarships available. For more information and to register, call 272-2292. Members of the public can also do a self-guided tour between 10 am and 4 pm. Visit the Northeast Sustainable Energy Association (NESEA) website at www.nesea.org/buildings/openhouse<http://nesea.gaiahost.coop/buildings/openhouse/ 

for building features and directions or call 272-2292 to request a brochure and map.



Guest Column:  A Day Without Electricity

Submitted by Eric Nicholson, 4th Grade

A day without electricity is very rare at my house because we don’t draw electricity from the power lines. Instead, we get it from the sun and wind. How? We use a device called a wind turbine also called a windmill; we also use a solar panel. 

Even if we did not have power we still would be able to use the shower, sink and other uses of plumbing since our water is powered by gravity.

In the summer, we have a few more guests than you. Why? For a Solar Home Tour; that’s when my dad encourages people to build more solar homes.
Why do we need more solar homes? A solar home is much better for the environment than your home is. How? When the power plant burns coal for your electricity, it makes air pollution. The air pollution starts to hack at the ozone layer which keeps the sun’s ultraviolet rays from hitting us directly. If too much ultraviolet rays get through, it will speed up global warming and eventually cause an ice age. 

Have I convinced you yet to buy a solar home? If not, I might as well give you a sample Solar Home Tour. First, my dad would show you the solar panels and the windmill. Then, you would go down into our basement and see the batteries where all our power is stored. After that, you would go up to basement stairs to our kitchen/dining room and look at some solar catalogs. Then, you would get a tour of our house. 

Oh yeah, I also have to tell you we don’t pay an electricity bill! Now do you think you will want to live in a solar home some day?
more News! (



Cayuga Inlet Cleanup

Submitted by Steve Uzmann

There will be a cleanup of the southern end of Cayuga Inlet on Saturday, September 24th at 9 AM.  Meet at the Wegmans parking lot (SW corner).  Bring gloves and drinking water.  Work will be from both shore and boat.  A grapnel or two would be handy.  Even more important would be a few pickup trucks willing to haul the trash from collection points to Wegmans.  For more information, contact Dan Karig at dek9@cornell.edu or 277-3380.  Sponsored by the Cayuga Lake Recreation Committee of the Water Resources Council.  




See you at the next EMC meeting!

October 12th at 6:30pm 

Members:  Remember to notify the Chair if you will be absent!

Steve Nicholson, 539-6923 or scnfish@clarityconnect.com




























