Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

November 9, 2005

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Neha Khanna, Dan Lamb, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Cindy Schulte, Larry Sharpsteen, Gary Stewart, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore, Roger Yonkin

	Excused:
	Scott Doyle, Karen Edelstein, Kathy Luz Herrera, Dooley Kiefer, David Lessinger

	Guests:
	Dan & Joane Karig, Mike Miles, John Andersson

	Staff:
	Kathy Wilsea


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 6:36 p.m.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda --  There were no changes to the agenda.  

Approval of Minutes --  With one minor change, the minutes were accepted by consensus.  Under Privilege of the Floor, “NS Senate” was changed to “NYS Senate”.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.
Presentation:  Hydrogeology Study of Hillview Landfill – Dan Karig, a retired Geology professor from Cornell, was present to talk about a study he volunteered to work on in recent years.  Dan was appointed to the Hillview Road Landfill Citizens Advisory Committee so he could contribute to the study of the area surrounding the capped landfill in the southern part of Tompkins County.  A previous report by Malcolm Pirney to the Board of Representatives reported on problems at the landfill.  Another previous report had said there were no large aquifers under the quarry to the east of the closed landfill.  Dan was concerned about tributary aquifers and the possibility of an effluent plume passing through the quarry.  Study of sediment in the quarry shows local bedrock, large and small glacial debris, and silt.  These show the levels and borders of an Ice Age ice lake and its drainage routes.  Because most test wells in the landfill area had the same level but one was 5 feet lower, Dan wondered about movement of underground water.  Based on levels of coarse clastics in the test wells, it was determined there are two different aquifers in the area of the TRI-6 well (NNW edge of abandoned landfill).  Current scientific standards place landfills over bedrock.  Gray clay over 100 feet thick, from an early Ice Age, was found under Hillview, but it is not permeable and provides some barrier under the landfill.  Data on water levels in the test wells was combined with salinity tests (a cheap alternative to conductivity tests) and thus flow was tracked.  It is still unclear where any contaminants from DGC2 (on southern edge of landfill) are going, because they do not appear in other wells.  More knowledge could be gathered from additional test wells, but it would probably not be cost effective.  

Presentation:  Snow and Ice – Roger Yonkin, an EMC member who is retired from NYS Department of Transportation, said he is not an advocate of salt use on roads, but there currently is no other good way to keep roads clear.  Even sand is not a good alternative, because it needs to be mixed with salt and the mix provides poor driving conditions.  Towns that use a salt mix get sludge by the road by spring, and incur a tremendous cost of cleaning it out of catch basins.  Highway departments have an obligation to use the best technology available to provide safe roads.  A “bare pavement policy” has become commonplace.  Salting should be done early, and a brine sandwich (road + brine + salt) is most effective.  Successful road care is part art and part experience.  High discharge lamp and urea usage have not been as effective as salt.  Current coal combustion methods yield softer cinders, which are less effective for road care.  Storm conditions are very difficult to recreate in the laboratory, so Roger has not seen new studies that are useful.  In spite of salt damage to automobiles and bridges, we need to maintain road safety.  Also, drivers have become accustomed to the bare pavement policy and drive faster in winter than they used to.  The public expects to use roads all the time now.  Funding is needed for research that can lead to lives saved and less damage to flora, fauna and facilities.  Salt is now stored under cover or indoors, with an impermeable layer underneath.  Irondequoit had a high road care budget and used a lot of salt, then found a high salt content in Irondequoit Bay, which decreased when they cut back on road salt use.  John Dennis commented that salt travels on wind and fog, burning flora by airborne contact or getting into the root systems.  Roger felt most salt travels in ditches to the lake and stays near the surface of the ground.  

Appointment of Nominating Committee – Kenny Christianson, John Dennis and Dan Lamb will serve as the Nominating Committee.  Their task is to get nominations for EMC Chair (December action) and three Vice Chairs (January action).  

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson had no news, which members took as good news.  

Member Items – Steve Uzmann said the EMC table for America Recycles Day (Nov. 12) will be near Old Navy at the mall.  He will set up some display material and sell bags and baskets.  It was agreed to donate one bag and one basket for door prizes.  Steve sought help from other members from 11 AM to 4 PM.  John Dennis reported he recently met Pam Mackesey, an incoming County Legislator.  She has concerns about the loss of open space along highways and would like to brainstorm with EMC.  Kathy Wilsea said the Planning Advisory Board has a scenic resources project, and Herb Engman said the Town of Ithaca has some activity on that subject.  This may be a future agenda item.  Steve Nicholson congratulated Cindy Schulte for her election to the Newfield Town Board.  Kenny Christianson said the Energy Committee is working with TREEA (Tompkins Renewable Energy Education Alliance) on a grant application.  

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on December 14, 2005

