Minutes of the EMC General Meeting

December 14, 2005

	Present:
	Glynn Bebee, Kenny Christianson, John Dennis, Scott Doyle, Herb Engman, Keith Epstein, Neha Khanna, Ashley Miller, Stephen Nicholson, Bob Roe, Cindy Schulte, Steve Uzmann, Mark Whitmore, Roger Yonkin

	Excused:
	Karen Edelstein, David Lessinger, Larry Sharpsteen

	Absent:
	Kathy Luz Herrera, Dan Lamb, Gary Stewart

	Associates:
	Joyce Gerbasi, Dooley Kiefer

	Staff:
	Kathy Wilsea

	Guests:
	Mary Graham (Schuyler Co. EMC), Dan Kwasnowski, Michael Miles


Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Chair Steve Nicholson at approximately 6:40 p.m.  Steve introduced incoming new members Michael Miles (T. Enfield) and Dan Kwasnowski (T. Dryden), and Dominic Frongillo, a newly elected member of the Caroline Town board.  

Privilege of the Floor – There were no guests who wished to speak under privilege of the floor.
Changes to the Agenda --  There were two additions to the agenda:  Ken Schlather will speak about Cooperative Extension’s energy conservation outreach pilot program.  Steve Uzmann will speak about the Chair’s letter of support for the Town of Caroline.  Additions to the agenda were moved by Kenny Christianson, seconded by Cindy Schulte, and passed by voice vote.  

Approval of Minutes – The draft minutes of 11/9 were accepted without change.  Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Addition to the Agenda:  Cooperative Extension Energy Conservation Program – Ken Schlather, Executive Director of Cornell Cooperative Extension Tompkins County (CCE), said he sees current the energy crisis as an opportunity to develop leadership in conservation and new technology.  Annually, Tompkins County residents spend $30 to 35 million on electricity and $50 to 70 million on heating.  Increasing efficient use of energy and moving to renewable sources can reduce costs.  People don’t adopt energy conservations due to fear and confusion.  They are afraid to take out loans, have strangers in their home, and make wrong decisions.  CCE is focusing on improving efficiency, and hope they can develop a set of people who are knowledgeable and trustworthy to interact with the public.  Ken provided a handout of three things to seek:  money in subsidies for energy bills, money in subsidies for other household expenses so people can better afford their energy bills, and reduction in energy consumption.  The back of the first page has a checklist of low-cost actions homeowners can take.  CCE wants to increase neighborhood interaction, and proposes a door-to-door campaign with block captains willing to hand out the surveys and pick them up for return to CCE.  As a thank you, there is an opportunity to enter a drawing for $100.  A household can save around $350 this year with the basic efficiency steps.  CCE conducted a pilot program in Freeville, in which four captains each contacted 12 to 15 people.  CCE is also conducting outreach to large employers, and that may contact 40 to 50% of the County population.  Ken expects enterprises to develop to do contracting, because this is an opportunity to step into a changing market.  Ken hopes there is a place for EMC to be involved in this outreach effort.  He stressed they want two-way communication, with the surveys returned to CCE.  In Freeville, the team made a commitment to provide information on energy efficiency, funding and information on other funding assistance, and workers capable of doing the improvements.  Ulysses funded compact fluorescent light bulbs as thank you gifts for households that completed the surveys.  The information gathered in the surveys will shape future contacts, where an educator and worker will return in pairs.  

Neha Khanna wanted to know the source of the projected savings calculations, so EMC members would be aware of the background used when they encourage people to participate.  Ken said the light savings were based on 6 hours per day, at 12 cents per kwh, but did not include the cost of the new bulb.  He can provide calculations.  Members felt this program is a nice model and opportunity for a hands-on project for EMC.  The Energy Committee will discuss it at their meeting next week, and it is a possible topic for a 2006 committee.  Ken Schlather said CCE is willing to follow up with any contacts we provide, and Neha suggested the City of Ithaca’s neighborhood organizations.

Addition to Agenda:  Correspondence – Steve Uzmann passed out copies of correspondence from Steve Nicholson in support of a Town of Caroline grant application.  This letter was sent following 1 ½ hours email notice to the Executive Committee, and Steve Uzmann did not see it or have an opportunity to object before it was sent.  He said no member should speak for EMC.  The Chair only speaks for EMC with the approval of the Council or the Executive Committee.  His town, Danby, recently had contention on open space planning and their comprehensive plan, which led to voter backlash.  We need more information on situations before stating our support.  Joyce Gerbasi felt EMC should have an opportunity to vote on such support after finding out what they are doing, which Bob Roe agreed with.  Steve Nicholson said he made a mistake, and it came up because he was asked for the letter of support in a rush to accompany a grant application.  Kenny Christianson said when he saw it, he initially didn’t see any reason we wouldn’t support the grant application.  Steve Nicholson said he was only trying to cut through some red tape.    

Election of Chair for 2006 – Kenny Christianson reported that Steve Nicholson and Steve Uzmann were nominated for Chair, but Steve Uzmann declines.  Nominees for Vice Chairs are Neha Khanna, Joyce Gerbasi, Mark Whitmore, Steve Uzmann, and Kenny Christianson.  Joyce declines and is not eligible because she is not a voting member.  Kenny declines.  Vote for Vice Chair will occur in January.  Appointment of Steve Nicholson to Chair was moved by Kenny Christianson and seconded by Cindy Schulte.  There were no nominations from the floor.  Appointment passed by voice vote.  

Presentation of Golden Hard Hat Award – Steve Nicholson presented the Golden Hard Hat and a proclamation to Scott Doyle for his work with the Adopt-A-Highway program in 2005.  

Year End Committee and Liaison Reports – Education Committee:  Steve Nicholson reported that the group never held an official meeting, but members were involved in presentations with other committees and Earth Day.  Open Burning:  Glynn Bebee gave a report based on the committee timeline.  The revisions to the Sanitary Code that will ban open burning of household trash are currently being reviewed in Albany.  Glynn hopes the committee will continue in 2006, and he has a personal interest in working toward solutions for disposal of farm plastics.  He is also learning about polystyrene handling and shrinking.  Unique Natural Areas:  Karen Edelstein submitted a written report on the committee’s actions to develop protocols for additions to the Directory and their conflict in reaching consensus with Ed Marx, Planning Commissioner.  Karen reported the committee felt it was not worth the effort to oppose the response, and they disbanded and Karen resigned as chair.  Heather Filiberto explained that there was an ongoing effort since she was hired in 2002 to develop this protocol, and the committee invited staff participation and comment.  There was no action for a few years, and TCPD also feels it is important to keep the document up-to-date.  Without protocols, the directory doesn’t function well.  Heather had not heard that Karen resigned as chair or that the committee disbanded.  Members thought this should be a new effort in 2006, with EMC review of the recommendations and comments from Ed Marx.  Lake Source Cooling Liaison:  Karen Edelstein submitted a written report.  Steve Uzmann said DEC is doing nothing in response to Cornell’s request to reduce the number of testing sites, so the permit continues unchanged.  Dooley Kiefer reported the Water Resources Council’s LSC committee met with Cornell staff, but DEC never responded to WRC’s questions.  Herb Engman pointed out that the EMC resolution led to positive actions – resolutions by municipalities encouraging DEC to reject the request of Cornell.  Water Resources Council Liaison:  Roger Yonkin reported that WRC has pointed out the value of the LSC data, especially since the last two years were in very dry and very wet conditions.  WRC continues to work on aquifer studies, recreational boating brochures, wetlands, inlet cleanup, and stream studies.  Environmental Review:  Steve Uzmann thanked Heather for writing the report that appeared in the EMC News.  He pointed out the committee also commented on proposed oil & gas leases on state land.  Bob Roe offered to loan DEC regulations to any interested member, and John Dennis said he has become aware that Chris Denton, an Elmira attorney, has become a resource for landowners who want proposed leases examined.

Chair’s Report – Steve Nicholson attended a Tompkins County Energy Partnership meeting, organized by Energy Smart coordinators.  In the future this group hopes to encourage development of renewable energy.  The Town of Caroline held an energy independence meeting for citizens, and 15 to 20 people attended.  They are discussing conservation and development.  On 12/13, the County Legislature’s Facilities & Infrastructure Committee passed a net metering resolution for commercial and municipal generators. 

Coordinator’s Report – Heather Filiberto reported the net metering resolution was in support of proposed NYS legislation.  The Public Safety Communications System final EIS was accepted by the Legislative committee.  The project resolution is before the Legislature 12/20.  A capital reserve fund has been established by the County for natural, scenic and recreation purposes.  Initial funding is from Planning Department rollover funds and net income from the sale of some County land parcels to NY State Parks.  TCPD is implementing a Comp Plan action item for protection of Natural Features Focus Areas, and a presentation on that will be on an EMC agenda in January or February.  The County Clerk will attend the January EMC meeting to administer the oath of office to new and reappointed members.

Member Items – Neha Khanna tried to get a Trumansburg acquaintance to join EMC, and referred him to the EMC website for more information.  Steve Uzmann said Gary Stewart has contacted him about giant hogweed, so his show-and-tell has already led to some identification and control efforts.  Joyce Gerbasi said Tania Schusler and Madison Wright came to EMC last year to speak about Japanese knotweed, an invasive species.  Madison has been working with the towns of Caroline and Dryden to identify and eradicate it.  He will be visiting with all municipal highway managers at an area meeting soon to talk about construction methods that do not spread the plant.  Bob Roe said the Town of Danby Planning Board is reviewing a conceptual development for Whitehawk Community, examining household wind generators, and having a presentation on the Waldorf School’s Phase 1 conceptual plan.  Kenny Christianson asked members of the Energy Committee to get together after tonight’s meeting to set a meeting date.  Herb Engman said the Finger Lakes Runners Club wants to set up a recycling program for running shoes, and one is available with Nike in Utica.  Barbara Eckstom will be meeting with Ithaca College and Cornell University on this topic.  Herb reported the Town of Ithaca held a scoping session on the joint transportation generic EIS, and the comment period ends 12/16.  They will then hold another public scoping session.  Ashley Miller reported our new member, Michael Miles, has a wind generator.  Michael said TREEA is having an open house at his home on Friday and Saturday at 3 PM.  He handed out information and travel directions.

Adjournment – Steve Nicholson adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:36 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Wilsea, Secretary

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on January 11, 2005

