






[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting

Date:		April 9, 2015 
Time:		4:00pm
Location:	Borg Warner Room, Tompkins County Library

Attendees:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Diana Bryant
	A
	Town of Newfield

	Ben Carver
	P
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Pegi Ficken
	E
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	A
	Town of Ulysses

	Daniel Kopcow
	E
	At-Large

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline



	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	P
	Ithaca CAC

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Margaret Soulstein
	A
	At-Large

	Gary Stewart
	P
	At-Large

	Ron Szymanski
	P
	Village of Freeville

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	A
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant





Guests in attendance: Susan Riley, Assistant Director of Government Relations at Cornell University, Walter Hang, Toxics Targeting, Wade Wykstra

Call to Order– The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 4:01 pm.

Changes to the Agenda – Walter Hang’s Toxics Targeting presentation was moved from item #7 to item #4; before Committee Reports.  

Approval of Minutes – February and March draft meeting minutes will be approved at the meeting on May 14, 2015. Final minutes will be posted on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc. 

Toxics Targeting – Walter Hang opened his presentation by providing background on his firm started in 1990, called Toxics Targeting. He went on to note that as a student he studied molecular biology which led to cancer research. Through the studies of cancer mortality, he discovered the cancer atlas which showed areas with the top 10% in mortality rates and noted that they were commonly located in industrial areas. Walter formed the belief that toxics in the environment play a major role in cancer rates and that by focusing on the environment, cancer prevention is possible. He went on to discuss his work with New York Public Interest Research Group, and his interest computerized mapping. Walter created a toxic release inventory map with a geographic information system that allows data to be taken and attributed to spatial locations.

Walter then discussed, that since opening Toxics Targeting in 1990, their firm has been collecting government data through New York State’s Freedom of Information Law, and has collected information on over 700,000 known potential sites in New York that include leaking tanks, spills, petroleum bulk storage, and toxic dump sites. This information is then used to create reports that include readily available data that cannot be retrieved quickly or easily through public or private sources. These reports are provided upon request and are provided to some of the largest engineering and environmental firms, as well as potential property owners and property investors.  

Although Toxics Targeting does not provide consulting services, Walter noted efforts that have utilized the data collected by his firm to protect drinking water supply sources and locate and clean toxic sites. He went on to report on local sites of contamination from shale fracking and oil and gas spills, and noted his efforts at making the public aware of these issues through news and media. Walter continues to work with officials to ensure that these potentially hazardous areas are addressed and remediated. For more information on Toxics Targeting contact: walter@toxicstargeting.com or visit the website: www.toxicstargeting.com. 

Energy - Brian Eden reported that the Energy Committee met yesterday.  Jose Lozano reported on the NY Prize grant application that he will be presenting to the City of Ithaca on behalf of the Ithaca Area Waste Water Treatment Facility. The application proposes a bio-gas and thermal biomass energy district. He noted that this analysis will additionally revisit the community conversation about the use of Ithaca Falls for hydro-power. The approximate amount of power obtained with that combination of power sources will be 20 megawatt hours per day, which is close to what Tompkins County currently uses. Jose noted that the facility currently meets 1/3 of the energy capacity needed, and noted that the project would be up and running in just a few years. Full support for the application has been received from both the City and Town of Ithaca, and the Town of Dryden for grant proposal.  Brian Eden reported that Iberdrola, the parent company of NYSEG, is required by the NYS Public Service Commission’s Proceeding on Reforming the Energy Vision to conduct a project to demonstrate its ability to implement the principles set forth in the Proceeding. Data collected from this demonstration will serve as the basis for necessary regulatory changes, rate design, and the most effective means to integrate distributed energy resources into the grid on a large scale. After reviewing the attributes of the many communities in its service region, Tompkins County was chosen as the site of this project. Iberdrola partially funded several municipal staff to attend an eLab session in Sundance, UT sponsored by the Rocky Mountain Institute with 9 other communities to brainstorm and share experiences to inform the design of such a demonstration project.  The deadline for comments to the Public Service Commission for full proposals on community net-metering for shared renewables and other opportunities for solar investments or purchase agreements is April 13th.   Brian stated that he had toured the recently renovated and newly opened Renovus facility in the Town of Ulysses. He noted that two buildings are in the process of rehabilitation, the Old Babcock Chicken Farm has a 10,000 square foot warehouse facility that will be all electric with ground-source heat pumps and solar panels; offices will be constructed on the other 5,000 square ft. facility. A campaign is underway that focuses on producing 100% clean energy by 2030; a statewide group is being formed by Mark Dunlea. Mark Dunlea will be speaking at the Earth Day gathering at the Space at GreenStar on April 19th.

Environmental Review – John Dennis reported on the letter of support on the proposed state law on micro-beads that their committee plans to send to state senators and Barbara Lifton. Micro plastics were discussed by members and were noted as the breaking down of consumer products into tiny particles that can be ingested by animals and plankton; very few studies have been conducted on micro-plastics getting into the food chain.  John went on to express his concerns with the ongoing escape of aircraft de-icing fluid from the airport premises down to South McKinney Creek towards Cayuga Lake. This past month, the excess Propylene Glycol has been shipped from the Ithaca Tompkins Regional Airport to the Ithaca Area Waste Water Treatment Facility. Members suggested the possibility of using a vacuum truck for the leaking propylene glycol after a de-icing event in order to capture more than 15% and avoid having to send the remaining chemicals to the Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Facility for processing.  Cayuga AES has had professional geographic review of the design of the landfill since 1977. Concerns of the amount of waste being stored on the 38 acre landfill and the contaminated water leak into Millikan Creek posing a risk to residents were expressed; The Department of Environmental Conservation has been asked to intervene.   Brian Eden also expressed his concerns with the coal combustion residuals and leachate discharges of the plant. Future health concerns and air quality concerns were discussed; ongoing monitoring was suggested. The Cargill Salt Mines in Lansing were noted as another area of concern as plans are ongoing for the continued expansion of 150 acres from Bill George Road to Swayze Road.
  
Unique Natural Areas – Steve Nicholson reported that the Unique Natural Areas Committee has not yet met this month, but planned to next week, April20th at 5 p.m. in the Old Jail Conference Room. Scott Doyle reported that the Sharon Heller, GIS Analyst with Tompkins County Planning, drafted a password-protected version of the Natural Resources Inventory website that will capture the updated Unique Natural Areas. . The next UNA meeting will discuss the path of outreach to landowners regarding UNA boundary changes. 

State Association of Environmental Management Council’s Conference Committee – Tom Shelley reported that their committee has met.  He noted that the State Association of Environmental Management Council’s Conference will likely be joint venues with locations of both Coltivare and Hotel Ithaca.  The conference will take place the evening of October 15th, all day on the 16th, and the morning of the 17th.
 
Executive Committee – Steve Nicholson reported on the letter he received from the president of the State Association of Environmental Management Councils’ regarding the yearly update meeting. Brian asked members of the EMC to provide him topics of interest for the agenda. The meeting will take place in Albany on either June 8th or 9th. Members discussed the possibility of participation through webinar.

Staff Report – Scott Doyle reported that he is currently mapping and reviewing properties accepted for foreclosure in Tompkins County that will go to auction in late June. Key components for research on these properties will include conservation, housing and farmland protection potentials. 

Draft Resolution: Pesticide Use Reduction Local Law – Brian Eden emphasized the importance of the pesticide use reduction resolution that he plans to present to the Planning, Energy and Environmental Quality Committee upon the full support of the EMC. Members were encouraged to provide Brian Eden with suggested changes to the resolution. Westchester’s local law that has been adopted was noted as an example of similar efforts; Westchester County’s local law will be made available to members by request. The proposed resolution to adopt a local law in Tompkins County will reduce the use of pesticides. The proposed resolution will be revisited at Environmental Management Council meeting on May14th.

Municipal Reports – Dooley Kiefer reported on the proposed half mile manure pipeline that will travel under Fall Creek, into a lagoon. Members discussed their concerns with the complexity of the project and lack of municipal review. Questions centered on whether further research could be conducted and by what agencies. 

Member Items – John Hertzler recommended a baseline well water analysis for the Town of Ulysses and surrounding areas.  Dooley Kiefer noted Todd Walter’s article in the newspaper on excessive salt use and suggested The Environmental Management Council invite him to present at an upcoming meeting.

Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:21 PM.  




Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
Approved by Council on May 14, 2015
