





[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting

Date:		May 14, 2015 
Time:		4:00pm
Location:	Old Jail Conference Room 125 E. Court St.

Attendees:
	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	A
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	P
	At-Large

	Diana Bryant
	A
	Town of Newfield

	Ben Carver
	P
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Pegi Ficken
	E
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	P
	Town of Ulysses

	Daniel Kopcow
	E
	At-Large

	Jim McGarry
	E
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	P
	Town of Ithaca

	Steve Nicholson
	P
	Town of Caroline



	Name
	
	Representation

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	P
	Ithaca CAC

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Gary Stewart
	P
	At-Large

	Ron Szymanski
	A
	Village of Freeville

	Roger Yonkin
	A
	At-Large

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	A
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant





Guests in attendance: Susan Riley, Assistant Director of Government Relations at Cornell University, Kat McCarthy, Waste Reduction and Recycling Specialist, Tompkins County Solid Waste

Call to Order– The meeting was called to order by Steve Nicholson at 4:08 pm.

Approval of Minutes – February draft meeting minutes were approved with corrections on line 24, adding “Environmental Laboratory” after “Ithaca Area Wastewater Treatment Facility’s”; page 2, line 45, replacing “400” with “800”, and page 2, line 49, replacing “post offices” with “libraries”. March and April draft meeting minutes were approved with minor clarifications. Final minutes will be posted on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc. 

Waste Reduction and Recycling in Tompkins County – Kat McCarthy introduced herself as the waste reduction and recycling specialist at the Tompkins County Solid Waste Division. Kat went on to report on the waste reduction program’s mission that focuses on environmentally sound, socially responsible, and cost effective ways to reduce waste and increase recycling efforts throughout the county. Waste diversion of 85% from their current 60% diversion rate, was noted as a goal the program strives to achieve by 2030. 

Public-private partnerships were noted as key to their successes. As an example, Casella is contracted to manage waste and recycling the solid waste center, operating 6 days a week from 7:00am to 3:30 p.m. County-wide curbside recycling is also available to residents and small businesses every other week through a mix of providers.  Finger Lakes ReUse Center is another entity which assists in waste reduction by offering deconstruction services, product pick-up and delivery services. The County Solid Waste Division also organizes the Re-business partner programs which provide free waste assessments and hands on technical support to businesses and organizations throughout the county. Another aspect of local waste reduction is the Re-buy effort which is the green purchasing initiative that focuses on the promotion of green and recycled products and producer responsibility or manufacturer accountability on the end of life of products. In conjunction with this initiative, a law has passed at state level which makes it illegal to put electronics in the trash as of 2015.

The residential food scrap waste reduction was then discussed. This program was made possible from funding through the Pollution Prevention Intuition whose funds which will be used for further outreach and social engagement. Cayuga Compost, another private partner, allows for services for food scrap and yard waste processing. Drop-spots for food waste are available at 5 locations throughout the county. Free tool kits include kitchen caddy, transport containers, and bag liners. It was noted that over the course of 2014, these locations drew approximately 10,000 visitors and diverted about 100 tons of food scraps. The residential curbside collection phase-1 pilot in 2013 included the collection of food waste in 450 homes and further expanded to 1,200 homes in 2014. Multi-family collection is available at several mobile home and apartment complexes.  For more information visit: www.recycletompkins.org

Energy Committee - Brian Eden reported that Solar Tompkins is working on an initiative called Heat Smart. The initiative promotes building efficiency through the use of geothermal heat pumps. Brian noted the bill passed by both the NYS Senate and Assembly that aims to adopt a tax credit for the purchase and installation of geothermal energy systems. Brian introduced EMC Resolution 01-2015, that asks the Tompkins County Legislature to review NYS Assembly Bill A.2177-A. Brian moved Resolution 01-2015, seconded by Dan Klein. 

Members discussed the resolution and made additions and language suggestions. The title of resolution was changed from “Recommending that the Tompkins County Legislature urge the New York State Assembly to Adopt A2177-A amending the New York State Tax Law to establish a tax credit for the purchase and installation of geothermal energy systems”, to “Requesting the Tompkins County Legislature  to review NYS Assembly bill A.2177-A amending the NYS Tax Law to establish a tax credit for the purchase and installation of geothermal energy systems and to urge the adoption of such law if deemed appropriate”. “At least” was added to the first paragraph after, “goals of”, “Job creation benefits” was added to the second to last whereas, after “public health Benefits”.  Carolyn Peterson moved the changes, seconded by Dooley Kiefer. The amended Resolution 02-2015 was approved with 10 member votes in favor and 1 vote in opposition on behalf of Gary Stewart. Gary noted his opposition was a concern over procedure in that the Council was just provided a copy of the proposed resolution at the meeting and wanted to state that he did not believe that this was how the EMC should be conducting its business. 

Environmental Review – John Dennis reported that the Environmental Review Committee has been focusing on water related issues and noted that professional geologist from Tennessee that was hired to review the annual reports of the Cayuga Coal Ash Disposal Facility. He went on to note his concerns with possibility of pollutants in drinking water from the large amounts of leachate and run-off that enters the lake yearly, as well as the accumulated effect that may enter Lake Ontario. John asked members to email him or Brian Eden if they would like to attend an upcoming meeting pertaining to these issues. John went on to report on the meeting that he and Tom Shelley had with the City of Ithaca that focused passing a resolution related to gas storage on Seneca Lake. He noted the connection to Tompkins County as 1/3 of the water that comes in through streams into the north end of Cayuga Lake is from the Seneca River; 24 other municipalities have passed a resolution in opposition of the gas storage. Tom Shelley reported that the resolution passed unanimously at the Planning and Economic Development meeting. John Dennis went on to report on the approved expansion of natural gas by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC).  Brian Eden discussed his concerns with the construction of 4 duplexes on a 5 acre lot planned on Asbury Road in Lansing. Members discussed their concerns with the development planned in Lansing and Dryden and questioned the plans for sewage treatment.   

Unique Natural Areas – Steve Nicholson reported that the UNA Committee has met two times since the last EMC meeting. He went on to report on the 809 individual landowners will be notified with the updated revisions to the Unique Natural Areas and noted a unique  Natural Resources Inventory was created to assist in providing landowners with information regarding their property.. Plans are being made to have postcards mailed out to the affected landowners, giving them access to the map via protected passwords for a limited time; permanent records will distributed to the library and municipalities. Members questioned the security of the website. The proposed timeframe for landowner notifications is September. Steve noted that discussion with contractors will be underway regarding the budget for 2016 as well as discussions focusing on determining how much funding will be used for revisions to Unique Natural Areas. 

State Association of Environmental Management Council’s Conference Committee – Tom Shelley reported that Tony Ingraffea, former professor of Mechanical Engineering at Cornell University,   was selected to be the keynote speaker of the State Association of Environmental Management Council’s Conference. Notices have gone out to organizations of the EMC and CAC. Conversations regarding venue locations and food options are underway with the management at Coltivare and local hotels. 

Executive Committee – Steve Nicholson reported the Executive Committee has approved Susan Riley’s application for membership; the application is set for review through the Planning, Energy, and Environmental Quality, followed by appointment by the Legislature. Brian Eden reported that the next Environmental Management Council meeting will be held at Bolton Point.

Staff Report – Jennifer Turner announced that 2016 committee budget requests are due no later than June 1st.   

Member Items – Members of the Environmental Management Council discussed the whether it was appropriate to sign a letter of support for projects competing for NYSERDA’s New York Prize award. Discussions centered on the process for board support of a project, and the possibility of signing letters of support for all three proposed projects in competition. 

Pesticide Use Reduction Local Law Resolution and Discussion Vote – Brian Eden asked members to review and provide feedback and on the Pesticide Use Reduction Local Law Resolution 02-2015. The resolution will be presented and voted on at the June Environmental Management Council meeting. 

Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:42 PM.  




Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant
Tompkins County Planning Department
Approved by Council on June 11, 2015 
