Minutes of the EMC – Regular Meeting
 DOCPROPERTY  Subject  \* MERGEFORMAT Date:

May 8, 2014 
Time:

4:00pm
Location:
Old Jail Conference Room 125 E. Court St.
Attendees:

	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Bissen
	P
	Town of Dryden

	Spring Buck
	E
	At-Large

	Ben Carver
	P
	Village of Trumansburg

	Kenny Christianson
	P
	At-Large

	John Dennis
	P
	Village of Lansing

	Brian Eden
	P
	Village of Cayuga Heights

	Martha Ferger
	P
	Village of Dryden

	Pegi Ficken
	E
	Town of Groton

	John Hertzler
	A
	Town of Ulysses

	Jim McGarry
	P
	At-Large

	Vladimir Micic
	A
	Town of Ithaca


	Name
	
	Representation

	Steve Nicholson
	E
	Town of Caroline

	Carolyn Peterson
	P
	At-Large

	Tom Shelley
	P
	Ithaca CAC

	Margaret Soulstein
	P
	At-Large

	Linda Spielman
	P
	Village of  Dryden

	Karen Edelstein
	A
	Associate Member

	Peter Harriott
	A
	Associate Member

	Dooley Kiefer
	P
	Associate Member

	Dan Klein
	P
	Legislature Liaison

	Scott Doyle
	P
	EMC Coordinator

	Jennifer Turner
	P
	Administrative Assistant


Guests in attendance: Mark Darling, Ithaca College Sustainability Programs Coordinator
Call to Order – The meeting was called to order by Brian Eden at 4:05.  
The Final minutes will be available on the EMC webpage:  www.tompkins-co.org/emc.

Introduction - Introductions were made on behalf of Ben Carver, the new representative from the Village of Trumansburg appointed to serve on the Environmental Management Council. 
Comprehensive Management Plan Presentation – Scott Doyle opened the presentation by going over the 10 sections of the Tompkins County Comprehensive Plan draft. He noted that the 3 aspects of the plan he wanted to present to EMC were energy, climate, and natural resources. Scott outlined the plan update process including activities implemented from the 2004 plan and the direction the plan update is taking. The use of a watershed based approach for flood mitigation, protection of farmland, and affordable housing were some of the actions included in the 2004 plan.  For the plan update, based on survey feedback there is a new affordable-living section that focuses on the costs of living, housing, fuel, and food. There is also a Healthy Safe Communities section which refers to active living and access to food and recreation. Katie Borgella then specifically presented on the update of the energy and greenhouse gas emission section of the plan. She noted that the highest of the GHG emissions from the latest inventory in 2008 shows that the sector with the highest emissions is transportation. When combining, residential, industrial and commercial energy improvements the focus on emission reduction is on building efficiency and lighting. The plan update will propose a principle for this section that focuses on making Tompkins County’s energy system carbon neutral. A key element to the progress of this principle would be using alternatives to the burning of carbon-based fossil fuels. The 2008 energy element to the Comp Plan shared the same vision of reducing emissions, transitioning to local renewables, improving energy efficiency, and focusing on sequestration. Landfills will be included as an additional item included on the Comprehensive Plan. One of the plan’s goals is a 75% diversion from landfills by 2015 and the county solid Waste Division is on track for achievement. Scott then discussed that climate change adaptation is noted as one of the main focuses that addresses the hazard mitigation plan. The policies that are incorporated in this part of the plans focus on economic and social impact of climate change. Some of these would be to maintain floodways and limit development within flood range to reduce damage from floods. Another focus would be to improve connectivity to prevent fragmentation and isolation of plant and animal adaptation. He also noted the Natural Features Focus Areas as the priority protection areas which tend to have UNA’s within them. There are also 6 different areas that are Agricultural Resource Focus Areas. Plan update policies include the protection of ecosystems and forest lands in the Natural Features Focus Areas and protecting land within the Agricultural Resource Focus Areas for agricultural use. Other proposed policies include reducing the adverse impacts of invasive animals and insects in our community, promoting the best management of fields and farmland, and improving public access to outdoor recreation. Scott noted that public meetings will take place in late June and all members will be provided the dates for the upcoming meetings as they are confirmed. The following questions were generated by members as a result of the comprehensive plan update presentation.
Questions & Answers

What do you mean by carbon sequestration?

Katie noted that the Department is looking for ways to enhance sequestration by protecting resources, wetland and forests to be in their natural state. She indicated that they also looking at the techniques that Cornell University is using by using rotations and harvesting to get more of the ability for the atmosphere to absorb the carbon. 
Is there anything in the plan that mentions soil management or bio char?

No. Katie added that any suggestions of researchers in carbon sequestrations would be beneficial. 
Committee members indicated that staff may want to get in touch with Brian Chabot who is the Co-Chair of the faculty sustainability program. 
How is the City and Town of Ithaca interacting with the County in their comprehensive plan process? Are there plans to integrate the plan to what the county policies and principles are?

Scott indicated that through the formal county review process the Department will make recommendations based on County policies.
Can municipalities give requirements or incentives to privately owned parking lots in order to become carbon neutral?

Scott noted that the county cannot make those recommendations directly to developers. Rather local municipalities have control over those kinds of actions. 
Will the plan address food security?

Scott indicated that there are parts of the plan that addresses this issue, and will take EMC concern over this topic back to staff. 
Does the plan address the possibility of people from downstate migrating here to escape disaster in the city area?
Scott said that based on noted concern on this topic there is a space in the plan that will cover that issue.

Will the plan address waterways and climate change?
Scott also said that the stream corridor section of the plan will address waterways. It is an umbrella chapter with those 2 sections addressed individually.

I did not hear anything in the plan that will address air quality. Are there any sections that address toxic sites or gas wood burners?

Katie mentioned that in surveying the community air quality was discussed, but has not been selected as a focused priority due to the lack of broad community concern. 
Composting/ Recycling Trash - Mark Darling opened his presentation by explaining his current focus with the zero waste initiative. Their program is looking for volunteers to participate in trash and recycling separation at the upcoming Ithaca Festival.  He voiced his concerns with the lack of volunteers signing up to participate in this project at the Ithaca Festival. He asked that the members of the EMC spread the word in order to increase the number of volunteers. The main duties of the volunteers would be to direct the public on where to appropriately dispose of their waste at the Festival in order to avoid contaminating that which is compostable. The volunteers would be incentivized for their work with an Ithaca Festival t-shirt and a free meal for 2 consecutive 2-hour shifts.  For more information about this program please contact Ithaca.crt@gmail.com
Approval of Minutes – April draft minutes were accepted with the approved change to remove Steve Bissen from attendance and 1abstention on behalf of Ben Carver. Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:   www.tompkins-co.org/emc.
Approval of Minutes – March draft minutes were accepted with 1 abstention on behalf of Ben Carver and the approved changes to the report on lines 32 through 51 and lines 1 through 18. Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:   www.tompkins-co.org/emc.
Approval of Minutes – February draft minutes were moved by Carolyn Peterson and seconded by Steve Bissen with 1 abstention on behalf of Ben Carver as approved with corrections. Final minutes are available on the EMC webpage:   www.tompkins-co.org/emc.
Energy Report – Brian Eden reported that the Energy Committee wishes to draw attention to a very significant new PSC Proceeding, Reforming the Energy Vision (REV), which seeks to align utility interests with energy policy objectives, reduction of greenhouse gases, and system-wide efficiency. This program was introduced to the public on April 25th. Anyone interested in viewing the 91-page report online can contact Brian Eden for more information. Ratepayers and Community Intervenors has become a formal party to this Proceeding. ( Last Saturday there was a micro-hydro workshop presented by Phil Hoffmeir. Discussion over the possibility of using water bodies to generate energy in comparison to solar power demonstrated that hydropower’s efficiencies are much higher due to continuous flow. Dooley Kiefer requested the list of sites presented at the meeting be circulated to members. Hydropower is not defined as renewable energy by NYSERDA. ( On a petition for re-hearing for the $155 million Reliability Support Services Agreement for Cayuga Operating Company, 163 local residents provided supporting public comments. ( The City of Ithaca has proposed a ban on all outdoor wood boilers. ( Solar Tompkins issued a Request for Proposals for interested solar PV installers. The RFPs are due to be returned this Friday. In June and July there will be two solar home presentations in each municipality in Tompkins County followed by two community meetings where attendees will be able to speak directly with the installers. ( Margaret Soulstein mentioned Jane’s Walks, an international effort that celebrates Jane Jacobs and her outreach in getting members of the community to walk around their neighborhoods to see what makes it thrive. There were 4 walks that took place in Ithaca that proved successful with 17-18 who took part in the walks. (The State Energy Planning Board has recently made some of the supporting studies that they had relied upon available for public review. They extended the deadline for public comment by one month to May 31st.
Environmental Review – The former Bell Station property on the shore of Cayuga Lake in the Town of Lansing is owned by NYSEG and has been proposed as a State Forest. The Village of Lansing now has a new Democrat Trustee who favors a fracking ban so the chances of a ban are more likely this year. ( There is possibility of a tour of the Cargill Salt Mine. John asked members to let him know if there is any interest in the tour. The salt content of both Cayuga and Seneca Lakes are concerns that should be looked into by the ERC. Brian Eden mentioned the redevelopment proposal of the Emerson Power Transmission site and his concerns over the potentially serious contamination of the building and adjacent soils on the site. ( The City of Ithaca’s Conservation Advisory Council created a very detailed memorandum on steep slopes and is working on parking lot design standards similar to the efforts of Save the Rain program. 
Plastic Bag Use Reduction – There was a meeting with Legislators Dan Klein and Carol Chock regarding the community efforts on plastic bag use reduction. Although there is not much opposition to the plastic bag efforts, there is also not a lot of support either. Barb Eckstrom is considering including plastic bag reduction in her waste prevention efforts next year. Mayor Svante Myrick of the City of Ithaca has shown some interest in this program and has since been forwarded many relevant documents prepared by the Plastic Bag Use Reduction Committee. The Committee has temporarily suspended their meetings until there is a more favorable municipal environment to proceed.
Unique Natural Areas – Scott Doyle reported that the Unique Natural Areas Committee is encouraging Steve Nicholson to coordinate the proposed UNA boundary amendments with the consultants who are contracted until the end of June. The next UNA meeting will take place on May 12th in the Planning Department conference room at 4:00.
Annual Report Update – The Annual Report has been completed and will be distributed to all members for revisions. 
Crestwood Letter Approval – Crestwood Energy is proposing to enlarge an existing gas storage facility in Watkins Glen. Thomas Shelley explains that the new project is not environmentally friendly because it proposes to store compressed natural gas and liquid propane, butane and methane at tens of millions of gallons. Previously the scales of storage were much smaller. He mentioned that although salt caverns are efficient, the dangers of salt caverns are much higher due to the potential level of magnitude if an accident should take place. Tom Shelley and John Dennis have composed a letter protesting the Crestwood Midstream projects and have asked the members of the Environmental Management Council to support the letter by taking a vote. Kenny Christianson made the motion to move in support of the letter, seconded by Jim McGarry. The letter was passed with the exception of abstentions from Steve Bissen and Ben Carver and with the stipulation that there will be additional edits made to the letter. Dooley Kiefer has suggested the EMC send the letter to Watkins Glen and Schuyler County. 

 Coal Tar Pavement Sealants and Carcinogenic PAH’s – Brian Eden reported that coal tar sealants have a high amount of Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHs), which are potentially carcinogenic to humans. He mentioned that there are alternative products that can be used and are readily available. Home Depot and Lowes do not sell coal tar-based pavement sealers. A proposal was made to draft a letter on this issue asking our local NYS Senators to support state legislation that would prohibit the sale and use of such sealers. Dooley Kiefer mentioned that the issue was raised in June of 2011, and that although the industry was phasing out use of coal tar pavement sealers no action had been taken at the state level. The industry at that time did not oppose the ban.  Brian Eden is proposing to write a brief letter and mail it before the next meeting. Carolyn Peterson made the motion to move the letter, seconded by Tom Shelley. The motion was passed unanimously with no abstentions.
Adjournment -- The meeting adjourned at 5:40 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Turner, Administrative Assistant

Tompkins County Planning Department

Approved by Council on June 12, 2014

