RESOLUTION 03 - 2007:  RECOMMENDING THE PROTECTION OF SAPSUCKER WOODS UNA-106.

Whereas, Sapsucker Woods (UNA-106) is an extremely important Unique Natural Area in Tompkins County and in the Town of Ithaca; and

Whereas, the quality of the ecological communities, presence of rare and scarce plants and animals, and the diversity of plant and animal life all contribute to the unique nature of UNA-106; and

Whereas, the large size of UNA-106 is also of value in helping to maintain its ecological integrity and diversity, making it more resistant to ecological disturbances along its edges, and enabling the UNA-106 to support scarce forest-interior songbirds and woodland hawks that are very sensitive to habitat fragmentation and require large intact woodlands; and

Whereas, the Hemlock-hardwood and Red Maple-hardwood Swamps found throughout the Sapsucker Woods UNA-106 are of very high quality and particularly worthy of protection. These valuable wetlands protect the local water quality by filtering sediments and pollutants and detoxifying groundwater. They soak up storm water runoff, store floodwaters, and maintain surface water flow during dry periods. These swamps also provide essential water, food, and habitat to hundreds of local species of flora and fauna; and

Whereas, rare and scarce plant species found in UNA-106, which serve as indicators of very high quality sites, include:

	Local rank
	Scientific Name
	Common Name

	very rare
	Aplectrum hyemale 
	puttyroot

	Scarce
	Aronia melanocarpa
	black chokeberry

	Scarce
	Cardamine pratensis
	cuckoo flower

	Scarce
	Corallorrhiza trifida
	early coralroot

	Scarce
	Lilium canadense
	Canada lily

	Scarce
	Lobelia cardinalis
	cardinal flower

	Scarce
	Phegopteris hexagonopteris 
	broad beech fern

	Scarce
	Phryma leptostachya
	lopseed

	
	
	


The two-leaved toothwort (Dentaria diphylla) and cut-leaved toothwort (Dentaria laciniata) are also present on the site. These are important larval food for the West Virginia white butterfly (Pieris virginiensis). This butterfly is listed as a species of concern for the region; and

Whereas, the Sapsucker Woods Sanctuary is an internationally important birding site. Over 230 species of birds have been seen and recorded at the sanctuary and UNA-106. Many are considered either endangered, threatened, or of special concern by New York State. Since 2002, the Cornell Lab of Ornithology e-Bird program has been building a database of bird observations, locally and from across the continent; and

Whereas, contrary to studies performed by agents of Mr. Rocco Lucente, owner and proposed developer of land within UNA-106, numerous e-Bird reports verify that the three disputed hawk species of special concern—red-shouldered hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, and Cooper’s hawk—are regularly reported in and nearby UNA-106; and

Whereas, contrary to reports made by agents of Mr. Rocco Lucente, the boundaries of UNA-106 are not in question and all of the area encompassed within UNA-106 is considered to be of significant ecological importance; and

Whereas, UNA-106 serves as an important biological corridor, connecting with the Monkey Run Natural Area and the long biological corridor extending along Fall Creek from the county border to downtown Ithaca. Although the intrusion of Sanctuary Drive into UNA-106 was not ideal, it does not disrupt use of the biological corridor by local deer herds, fox, and countless other faunal and floral species; and

Whereas, suburban development has gradually encroached around Sapsucker Woods from all sides since the 1950s. The rich wetlands and upland forest comprising UNA-106 is but a small remnant of the expansive open space of decades ago. This area is nearly flat, and small changes in topography and drainage patterns caused by development could deteriorate the quality of this vulnerable site. Changes in the drainage or water level, either an increase or a decrease could devastate the wetland-dependent plant and animal communities and destroy associated habitats used by rare plants, birds, and other animal life. 

Therefore, be it resolved, and for all the reasons stated above, all development in or near UNA-106 should be avoided.  But, if development in or near UNA-106 continues, buffer zones around the wetlands will be needed as additional protection against lawn, roadway, and driveway chemical runoff. Like amphibians and reptiles worldwide, the local frogs, peepers, and salamanders are highly susceptible to environmental pollutants. The wood turtle (Clemys insculpta), a NYS species of special concern found in UNA-106, is very sensitive to toxins in its aquatic and wetland habitats. Environmental studies recommend using the widest vegetated buffer zone possible around wetland margins, with 100-300 feet as the minimum width. Plantings in buffer zones should be regulated and include a mix of native trees, shrubs, and groundcovers to help protect these sensitive plant and animal communities. We also urge the carefully planning and maintenance of existing roads in the vicinity of UNA-106 so that roadside ditches do not drain the wetlands and spread propagules of invasive species to the natural area; and

Be it resolved that the Town of Ithaca is fortunate to have Sapsucker Woods (UNA-106) within its borders and should protect this ecologically valuable area with Conservation Zoning or other protective designations available to the town; and

Be it resolved that the Tompkins County Environmental Management Council recommends no further development within the UNA-106 boundary.
Date:  July 11, 2007

	Voting In Favor:  13    
	Voting Against:  1 
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