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EMC RESOLUTION NO. 4-2003 - RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING Support of the Finger Lakes Forest consensus

WHEREAS, The Finger Lakes National Forest Plan guides the overall management of the Finger Lakes National Forest, and 

WHEREAS, The National Forest Service is undertaking a public input campaign to guide the update of the 1987 Finger Lakes National Forest Plan, and

WHEREAS, The Finger Lakes Forest Watch Congress is a grassroots organization made up of concerned citizens from Ithaca, Hector, and the surrounding areas that is dedicated to preserving the Finger Lakes National Forest for wildlife, non-destructive recreation, and long-term ecological and community benefits, and

WHEREAS, The Finger Lakes Forest Watch Congress is building a coalition of organizations and individuals to support the Finger Lakes Forest Consensus, and

WHEREAS, The Finger Lakes Forest Consensus is a petition that advocates the development of an alternative Forest Plan that promotes a healthier long range management plan for the Finger Lakes National Forest, now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Tompkins County Environmental Management Council supports the contents of the Finger Lakes Forest Consensus as revised (see attached), and

RESOLVED, further, That the Chair of the Tompkins County Environmental Management Council be directed to sign the revised Finger Lakes Forest Consensus.

Date:  September 10, 2003

Passed unanimously

FINGER LAKES FOREST CONSENSUS 

FLNF Plan Revision comments to the U. S. Forest Service
We / I hereby officially endorse this FINGER LAKES FOREST CONSENSUS addressing key public issues and concerns identified in the Finger Lakes National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan Revision.  We hereby authorize Finger Lakes Forest Watch to submit these comments on the record for the Finger Lakes National Forest plan revision. We, the undersigned, petition the Forest Service to provide a revised Forest Plan that would do all of the following:

· Emphasize a shift in management from resource extraction to providing job opportunities for environmental restoration, place based education, research and tourism.

· Restrict even-aged timber management to existing plantations of non-native tree species.

· Convert native woodlands in even-aged management areas to uneven-aged stands by eliminating overstory removal cuts and managing for continuous forest cover.

· Limit logging to projects accomplishing not-for-profit objectives such as ecological forestry education.

· Create standards for invasive species control and soil rehabilitation for all forest floor disturbances and include provisions for meeting those standards in any extraction contract.

· Establish improved forest trails and recreation areas emphasizing opportunities for outdoor education and scenic appreciation.

· Protect all Native American archeological sites from surface disturbing activities related to commercial resource extraction, pipeline or utility corridors, or communication tower construction.

· Assign Special Area management for all nineteenth century farmstead, school, and shop, mill, church and cemetery sites and recommend FLNF for thematic district designation in the National Register of Historic Places.

· Adopt additional Special Areas including the undeveloped Caywood Point shoreline, all wetlands and springs, and all sub watershed headwaters.

· Establish all ravines, timber stands dominated by trees older than 120 years and never plowed woodlands as Special Areas for future old growth forest and provide 500 yard buffers for natural regeneration in all directions surrounding areas managed for old growth.

· Prohibit the use of chemical pesticides, except where reasonable alternatives for the control of invasive species do not exist.  In such cases the Principles for Ecological Restoration should be followed, and the strongest precautions taken to restrict the impact of the chemicals used.

· Immediately develop a comprehensive plan to halt or contain the spread of invasive and exotic plant species that threaten native biodiversity.

· Prohibit the use of off road vehicles on FLNF trails, except for handicap access where appropriate, and emphasize both maintaining existing trails and adequately enforcing off-road vehicle regulations.

· Require all organizations forming FLNF Partnerships to provide full public disclosure of their sources of funding. 
Name:  Steve Nicholson, Chair 

Signature: ___________________________________________

Organization: Tompkins County Environmental Management Council
Address: 121 East Court Street, Ithaca, NY 14850
Send completed forms to

Finger Lakes Forest Watch Congress,  4 Main Street, Trumansburg,  New York  14886

                                                                                   info@www.flfwc.org












	The EMC is a citizen board that advises the County Legislature on matters relating to the environment
and does not necessarily express the views of the Tompkins County Legislature.
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